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KV 2/1971, page 7 

 
20.7.45        W.R.C. 4.A.   Note re interrogation report on Berger in which there is alleged  
  information on Pannwitz. 

 
3.4.46  Extract from preliminary report on the Rote Kapelle case mentioning Paulsen  
  @ Pannwitz. 
KV 2.1971, page 8 

 
28.5.46 Extract from CSDIC/WEA  Third Interim Report on Kopkow re “Rote  

Kapelle” Activities, and mentioning Pannwitz. 
KV 2/1971, page 9 

 
16.5.47 Extract from interrogation report on Hans Kurfess, Soviet   (Minute sheet 20a) 
  Agent, mentioning Paulsen. 
KV 2/1971, page 11 

 
PF 602549     Name Pannwitz 
Original in File No. PF 221852 (not existing) Pleasants/Leicester  Date 20.7.54 
Original from:  B.S.S.O,. B.O.A.R.19   PF 57203 (not existing)  Dated 14.7.54 
. 
Extracted on 6.8.54  by: EAD   Section R6. 
Extract from Appendix to report from British Services Security Organisation, B.O.A.R 19 re 
interrogation of Pleasant. Ment. Pannwitz. 

Internees At Inta. (AOB, Prisoner Camp in Russia) 
This list comprises the names of those internees at Inta with whom Pleasant had contact. 

Except where otherwise stated all are serving 25 years sentences and were originally arrested  
during 1949.  
12. Hans Pannwitz.    German 42 years old. Former 

member of the Abwehr (no further particulars 
available). 

(AOB,  Please read what has been found on Pannwitz’s history on Wikipedia)
(Please consider the fore-last and final page of this document) 



KV 2/1971, page 12 

 
Extract for File No.:  P.F. 602,549  name Pannwitz 
Original in File No. S.F. 422/General1/3   Receipt date Oct. ‘47 
Original from B.1.c. Index 
Extracted on:  8.1.48   by PCR  Section R4. 
Extract from B.1.c. Index to Preliminary Report, Second Report, and Appendices on “The 

case of the Red Orchestra” Mentioning Pannwitz. 
KV 2/1971, page 13 

 
Extract from report of Interrogation of Wilhelm Berg, Gestapo agent ..of Rote Drei, Soviet 

Intelligence Organisation in Switzerland & Rote 
Kapelle …. 

“After the German retreat in Autumn 1944, the Sonderkommando of the RSHA, Amt IV A2  
was very much reduced in strength. …In 1944, Pannwitz and Kent were together in Berlin for 
discussions regarding the continuance. … 
 

↓ 



KV 2/1971, page 14 

 
Extract for file No: P.F. 602549  name Pannwitz, Paulsen 
Original in File No: SF 422/Gen/3 Rote Kapelle ….. Receipt Date 16.5.47 
Original from: Interrogation report forwarded by … 
Extract from Interrogation report on Hans Kurfess, Soviet agent, connected with Rote 
Kapelle, Russian espionage organisation in Western Europe. 
“It is only Source’s personal opinion that Fritz and Paulsen went to Switzerland because they 
had no other place to go, ….. Kurfess last saw Fritz, Paulsen (Pannwitz) and Gagl (AOB, Karl 
Gagl or Gagel an interpreter) at Bregenz in April 1945, when they saluted each other cordially 
and carried on.” 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
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SF 422/Gen/3/B.1.c/JP  18th April 1947 
Dear 
 I enclose herewith a copy of a report from Int.Div. on the interrogation of Dr. Helmut Knochen (AOB, 
Heading in Paris Amt IV A2), which was instigated by us recently. We sent you a copy of the brief which we 
submitted for use in Knochen’s interrogation. 
 We had hoped that Knochen would be dealt with in D.I.C. but unfortunately Int. Div. were not able to 
arrange this as you will see, the results now obtained are most disappointing. However, two points appearing in 
this report are of considerable interest. The first is the allegation that Pannwitz stated in 1944 that certain Equal 
agents in Germany were still in communication with Russians. We should be glad to receive your comments on 
this statement.  Secondly you will see that according S.A.S. War Crimes unit in Wuppertal, Pannwitz was 
captured by the French in May 1945 in the Vorarlberg. There is just a possibility that Mr. Serpell may be able to 
investigate this statement while he is in Austria. 
Unfortunately we have never been able to ascertain the name which Pannwitz’ false papers were made out. You 
will remember Rolf Werner Richter stated that Otto Bach had furnished Pannwitz with a Swiss passport, and on 



21.1.47 we asked if we could arrange for Dr. Kurfess to be questioned on this subject. Presumably you have 
never obtained any report on Kurfess’ interrogation from your link in Rome? 
KV 2/1971, page 18 + 19 

 
Subject: Doctor Helmuth Knochen. 

1Unfortunately Knochen proved to have only a very superficial knowledge of Equal.  He 
explained that Pannwitz worked direct with Berlin and only contacted him on policy and 
liaison matters, e.g. with a request that chickenfood for transmission to Moscow should be 
obtained from the Abwehr or that he should be allowed to transmit material from the Gestapo 
situation reports. He was, of course, informed of major events, such as Trepper’s arrest and 
escape, but was given no details of agents etc., neither did he nor any of his officers see the 
reports which Pannwitz submitted direct to Berlin. 
2He was able to answer only three of the questions in your brief: 
…Pannwitz left Paris on 17th August, 1944 for Nancy and was known to be in the Black Forst 
area in September, 1944.    
…Michael Mandel Szkolonikov was arrested for black market activities, not for espionage.  
He was engaged in large scale purchases of every description of goods for the Waffen SS, for 
which he received orders through a Sturmbannführer Engelke in Paris. Unsubstantiated 
denunciations that he was working for a ‘foreign power’ were received from French 
informants early in 1943, but in the absence  of background information investigations were 
difficult.  Engelke was accordingly consulted and expressed the opinion that he was 



completely trustworthy. He even recommended that he should be taken on as a German agent, 
as he was known to have excellent contacts in government circles in Madrid. This suggestion 
was not acted upon in view of the of the adverse reports. Shortly afterwards he was arrested 
for smuggling several thousand pairs of boots into France from Spain, but was released 
almost immediately on orders received from Berlin by HSSuPF Oberg.  It transpired that a 
number of senior officers, including Himmler, were clients of Szkonikov, and Sipo and SD 
Stelle Paris, thought it advisable to take no further activities. 
Para G. Some time in 1942 SS Ostuf Keller (an officer of Abt. VI of Sipo & SD Stelle 
Paris) came to Knochen and reported that he had an opportunity of contacting the British in 
Madrid through the intermediary of a Vichy Frenchman whose name Knochen believes to 
have been Debrun.  He suggested that he should sound the British on their reaction to the 
formation of a Western block against Russia, as it was clear that Germany could never survive 
a war on two fronts.  Knochen, without consulting either HSSuPF Oberg or Berlin, gave 
Keller his full 

 
Support and a meeting took place in Madrid between Keller and Burnsm an Englishman 
working either for the Press Attaché or the kulturpolitische Gruppe (? British Council 
representatives) of the British Embassy in Madrid/  Knochen believes, believes, but is not 
absolutely certain, that Keller had already met Burns before the war.   At this meeting Burns 
replied tentatively that there were certain groups in England, in particular in Roman Catholic 
circles, who might be interested in such a block, and it was arranged that a further exchange 
of views should take place early in 1943.  Meanwhile Knochen reported fully to Amt VI 
(AOB, which Amt, IV of the Sipo/SD or Amt VI later called Mil Amt?) in Berlin, who replied 
that the A.A. (AOB, Auswertiges Amt = German Foreign Office)  however, refused to make 
any concrete proposals. Knochen and Keller were disappointed and on their own initiative 
arranged a third abortive meeting in the Spring of 1943 in an unsuccessful attempt to keep the 
contact alive. 
 

↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 



 
It should be added that Knochen was under considerable mental strain at the time of the 
interrogation, which took place on 2nd April, as he had been sentenced to death by the War 
Crimes Court at Wuppertal and was not looking forward to his return to the French for further 
trial the following day. His memory was therefore not at its best and although certain of the 
names in your brief obviously rang a bell he was unable to link them up.  The only other point 
of interest which emerged was his statement that on his return from one of his numerous trips 
to Berlin in 1944 Pannwitz (AOB, the latter is the main subject of this document or file) told 
him that there was every reason to believe that a group of Equal agents in Germany whom 
Amt IV thought they had successfully turned were still in active contact with the Russians. 

 
3 According to information obtained from S.A.S. War Crimes Investigation Team, Wuppertal, 
Pannwitz was taken prisoner by the French in Vorarlberg on 10th May, 1945, possibly with false 
papers. (AOB, South-Western part of Germany and Western Austria, including Innsbruck as well) 
. 
 In the Spring of 1942 a certain Pjotrowski, alias Piotr, came to the notice of Abwehr III F 
(AOB, = counter-espionage)in connection with the Roland espionage case. He was then the head 
courier of the chief of the Polish 2nd Bureau in France, Roland, later succeeded by Albin.  Piotrowski 
lived in the Grenobles area and used the Polish Red Cross in Lyons as a post-box. Through this post-
box he maintained contact with the “Organisation MCPA Marco-Polo’, in particular with Jacques 
Berger, a French engineer, Paul Guivante, head of MCPA organisation in Lyons, Captain Michel 
Hardevillers, and Robert Pellet, director of the home for blind people in Lyons, Further investigation 
in Autumn of 1943 showed that Piotrowski had moved to Paris and was head courier for Fuchs, the 
leader of the Helena (?) network, a position he retained until France was liberated. In addition he 
worked in close contact with the head of the R.I.S. (AOB, Russian Intelligence Service?), Alexandere 
alias Assasjani alias Nercessian, from whom he attempted to obtain material from Russian Volunteer 
Legions. He came to III F notice in this capacity on three occasions. 

 



KV 2/1971, page 21 + 8 

 

 
 

These two pages shown to us clearly, that something being considered to be too delicate 
(secret) that even the Minute references 14a + 15a had been made invisible! 

Above what is found on page 21 and down the according Minutes references on page 8 
This phenomenon is found more often in the KV 2/xxx file series! 
 

↓ 
 
 



KV 2/1971, page 24 + 25 

 

 
Extract for File No. PF 602549   Name Pannwitz 
Original in File SF 422/General/3 Vol. 7   Receipt Date 28.5.46 
Extracted on 12.7.46   By R.M.  Section R.4. 

Extract from CSDIC/WEA Third Interim Report on Kopkow (KV 2/1500 + 1501) re “Rote 
Kapelle”Activities, and mentioning Pannwitz. 

.. 
Trepper “Grand Chef”. 
 Trepper escaped in Paris by slipping his guard (AOB, = Kos* Berg) and entering a 
large perfumery (AOB, in other interrogations noticed as Pharmacy) The building was 
searched but no trance of him found.  Prisoner has no further information about the escape 
and he does not  know whether assisted Trepper;  he considers it unlikely that Trepper joined 
a British organisation after his flight. 
 At least three letters were received from Trepper after this event.  The first was 
addressed to his mistress (not Anna Orschitza), a woman living under Gestapo protection near 
Paris, by whom he had one sin.  This letter dealt with money matters.  The other two letters 
were addressed to Kriminalrat Pannwitz; they explained that Trepper had felt obliged to 
escape, as the war was clearly going badly for Germany, but that at the same time Trepper did 
not feel that he was in a position to go back to the Russians and he was therefore anxious not 
to break off entirely his links with the Germans (AOB, ?) 
 Prisoner agrees that the gap in time between Trepper’s escape, in June 42, and the 
issue of the Sonderfahndung, in Oct 42, suggests that Krininalrat Pannwitz was following 
some specific line of enquiry, but he cannot recall anything about the nature of this enquiry.  
In addition to the Sonderfahndung, Trepper was also posted as a wanted man, described as a 
major criminal, by the French police. 
*  Kriminalobersekretär 



KV 2/1971, page 26 + 27 

 
.. 

Extract from Preliminary Report on the Case of the “Rote Kapelle”, giving list of Personnel of 
Sonderkommando R.K., including Paulsen @ Pannwitz. 

Sonderkommando R.K. 
(3) Paulsen. SS Hauptsturmführer und Kriminalrat Heinz Pannwitz (AOB, one person) 
Official of RSHA Amt IV A2.  Succeeded Reiser as Head of the Sonderkommando in September 
1943. Had previously been with the Gestapo in Prague and in action on the Leningrad Front. 
Miscellaneous. 
Married with three children. Home in Prague, Described as intelligent and courageous. 
August 1944  Evacuated from Paris with Kdo and Kent (See KV 2/1500-1501 + 

1503) 
Agust 1944  Active in the Rhine area organising a stay behind network) 
March 1945  At Hornberg Kreis Villingen with remnants of the Kdo 
End of April 1945 In Bregenz, Lake Constance (Bodensee) with Kent, both possibly moving to 

Switzerland. 
Sources:  No.1 Lentz/Kurfess 



   No.2 Richter (KV 2/1503) 
KV 2/1971, page 31 

 
Sonderkommando Pannwitz Paris. 
Origins and Charcter. 
 This Kommando was apparently formed early in 1943, in order to exploit two captured 
Russian agents known as “Otto” and “Fritz” for the purpose of tracing  Soviet espionage 
networks in France. (whether these two were tracked down as a result of the “Rote Kapelle” 
case in Germany is not known to Source but they know that certainly “Fritz”(AOB, Kent)  
and probably also “Otto” (AOB, Trepper) worked until 1942 in Belgium).  Originally thought 
to have been under the direction of Kriminalrat Giering, the Kommando had had by Jun 43, 
when Lentz first came in contact with it, come under the command of Kriminalkommissar 
Reiser. The latter was apparently a typical Gestapo type interested only in arrests and with 
little or no imagination and as a result one of the two agents “Otto” (Trepper) had lost interest 
and escaped.  Reiser left in Aug 43 and from then on under Kriminalrat Paulsen (alias of 
Pannwitz) the work of the Kommando “entered a new phase” (as Paulsen himself put it) and 
became more subtle with a steady development of the political side at the expense of the 
“operational”.  He once said to Lentz that the Gestapo principle of “Erkennen, erfassen, 
erschlagen” did not correspond to his ideas at all.  During the period Jun 43 to Apr 44 when 
first Lentz and then Kurfess were in contact with Kommando, only one person was definitely 
known to have been arrested (a minor French Communist) although they heard indirectly that 
others had been – what their fate was is unknown.   Paulsen (Pannwitz) was in fact an object 
of some amusement, if not derision, on the part of the regular Police officials in the unit for 
the methods he used in dealing with those he captured.  His idea was apparently to try to win 
them over and not simply to imprison them.  The Kdo came directly under Berlin although 
neither Source can say who. 
 



 
 The name of the organisation is, as has been indicated above, in some doubt.  When Lentz first 
made contact with it, it was certainly known simply as “Sonderkommando” and was always generally 
known as that, although after the arrival of Paulsen it was sometimes referred to in the term 
“Sonderkommando Pannwitz”.  Kurfess’ statement that the term “Sonderkommando R.K.” was used 
on correspondence may indicate a relation with the “Rote Kapelle” in Germany in 1942 but neither 
Source can corroborate this.  There was no name-plate or written indication at either of the premises 
occupied by the Sonderkommando. 
Locations. 
 The Sonderkommandos housed in four rooms (335-339) on the third floor of the same 
building as the KdS (AOB, Kommandeur des Sicherheitsdienstes) in the Rue des Saussaies until about 
Mar 44 after which it moved to independent quarters in the Rue de Courcelles (near the Avenue Hoche 
and next to the BdS Garage). The move took place partly as the result of disagreement between Pauls 
(Pannwitz) and the KdS (name not remembered) and partly for reasons of convenience.  Most of the 
staff in hotels until the move took place;  source however always lived in the Grand Hotel. 
Personnel. 
 The personnel at the Sonderkommando numbered altogether some dozen persons, most of 
whom were employed in some subsidiary capacity to the only two important people there, viz. Paulsen 
(Pannwitz) and “Fritz” (Kent) 
 “Fritz” had been trained as an agent at a school in Russia run by the Russian War Office 
ostensibly to train receptionists for work in hotels abroad.  He had then settled in Brussels under the 
cover of a South American nationality (Uruguayan)  and after the German occupation had operated on 
the black market. He and his collaborator “Otto” (Trepper) had had an important network of agents 
there (it included a French minister) (AOB, likely incorrect, in my perception ment was Spaak the 
brother of the Belgium Minister of Foreign Affairs Spaak) and had done very well until → 
 



KV 2/1971, page 32 + 33 

 
In 1942 they had come under suspicion and had had to flee to Marseilles; here they had apparently 
been captured by Reiser or Gierling,  Major Wedel, OC of the Funkabwehr Aussenstelle in Paris in 
1942, is also thought to have had a hand in it. When Lentz arrived in Paris in Jun 43 “Fritz” was living 
near the Bois de Boulogne with his wife and child in the house of a certain Boemelburg (Comment: SS 
Sturmbannführer at BdS Paris who went as LO (Liaison Officer) under a token guard (usually a 
soldier named Wessolek). “Fritz” was allowed to go out, but never alone, one or other of the staff from 
the Sonderkommando being always with him. He never visited the Sonderkommando when it was in 
Rue des Saussaies but after the removal to Rue Courcelles lived on the premises with his family.  
Source never got to know “Fritz’s” real name, although Lentz saw a document with his real name on:  
he thinks this ended with ”OV”.  The name in his passport way have been Sierra, A curious gact about 
the matter is that “Fritz” never showed any anxiety even when the Russians made great advances;  he 
seemed on the contrary always very pleased about him.   
 Paulsen Heinz (alias of Pannwitz)  had previously been with the Gestapo in Prague but had 
been obliged to leave as a result of difficulties with Berlin and Heydrich was murdered (he had 
identified the actual authors of the assassination and opposed the reprisal) and had been posted to the 
Army with which he had served on the Eastern front. Having acquired an excellent reputation for his 
work there in organising Commandos among Russian PoW, he had been recalled to berlin where he 
had done good work in running an anti-Communist periodical.  He was then asked to take over the 
Sonderkommando in Paris and run the play-back to Russia.  Not a Communist by conviction, he was 
nevertheless convinced that Germany’s only hope for the future lay in coming to an understanding 
with the Soviet Union and his work at the Sonderkommando concentrated more and more on this. In 
summer 44 he was in the high hopes (AOB, gute Hoffnung?) that a step which he apparently had some 
hand in initiating whereby Goebbels and Himmler had agreed to approach Russia with a view to an 
understanding would succeed he was very disappointed when Hitler stamped on the affair (“I will 
settle the Russians by force and Arms”). Both Sources are convinced Paulsen is his real name (Which 



it was not!)  Lentz saw it in his passport in Dec 43; in conversation he was nearly always referrec to as 
“Herr Rat” (i.e. Kriminalrat). 

 

 
 Paulsen’s 2 Ic from Apr 44 onwards was Kriminalkommissar Goepfert, a regular police 
official thought to have been sent to keep an eye on Paulsen whose activities became a little suspicious 
to Berlin.  After an initial show of energy, however, Goepfert seems to fall in with Paulsen’s ideas and 
there do not appear to have been dissensions, although Goepfert did complain to Lentz in Jul 44 when 
the latter was on a visit to Paris that Paulsen was high-handed and left him little initiative. 
  Other regular police officials on the staff of the Kommando were Kriminalinspektor Berg 
(AOB, was he the one who was pointed in Kopkow’s  KV 2/150-1501) as being: Kos Berg, the one 
who was watching Trepper, when he escaped during a visit to a Paris Pharmacy?) (alias Hügel) an old 
colleague of Goepfert’s and entrusted with supervising “Fritz’s” movements, and Müller an elderly 
man who had come to the Kommando with Reiser and was originally responsible for “Fritz’s” 
personal confort, afterwards being charged with covering “Fritz’s” meeting with his contacts.  The 
task of looking after “Fritz” personally was taken over by Roelling, from summer 43 onwards, who 
enjoyed Paulsen’s confidence and remained with him until the Sonderkommando was dissolved in Sep 
44. 
 There were three interpreters on the staff: Gagl (AOB, Karl Gagl or Gagel) who was also a 
close associate of Paulsen, Richter, a regular policeman, and Schneider from the Feldgendarmerie, The 
cashier was from the Geheime Feldpolozei (GFP), a middle-aged man named Ossig. The remaining 
members of the male staff were Ball, Jung, Schwab and Straffe, none of whom had much to do as far 
as Kurfess and Lentz could see, apart from occasionally covering “Fritz’s” meetings or doing odd jobs 
in the office.  
 The only female on the staff was Frl. Kemper, who was Paulsen’s secretary from Dec 43 
onwards and who took over work done by Kurfess when he left for a more active and more lucrative 
position in dealing with the black market.  She was apparently quite efficient but not very 
prepossessing. 



 
 A curious figure at the Kdo., was not however actually a member of the staff, was an English 
girl by the name of Antonia Lyon-Smith (AOB, see KV 2/3552)(AOB, Antonia had apparently an 
affair with Karl Gagl), who appears to have got there as a result of Paulsen’s whimsical ways. Having 
been brought to the Rue des Saussaies as prisoner on account of some illicit correspondence, and 
threatened with a concentration camp, Paulsen took upon himself to be responsible for her.  She was 
daily in the office for several month (until Christmas 43) and made herself useful by making tea and 
sewing.  She was allowed a fair amount of freedom but never went out unaccompanied and was 
obliged to sleep on the premises. 
 Closely connected with Kdo especially in the last few months of its activity was a member of 
the German Chamber of Commerce in Paris named Otto Bach, whom Lentz had met in course of 
business and introduced to Paulsen. A former Socialist of great intelligence, Bach strongly supported 
Paulsen’s views on collaboration with Russia and took a deep interest in the attempts Paulsen was 
making to start talks with the Soviets.  He was expelled from his situation in Sep 44 and later sent to 
the Army in spite of Paulsen’s attempts to shield him. 
 Ruehle the chef of the Radio Section of the German Foreign Office, was also in Paulsen’s 
confidence during the closing weeks in Paris and showed great interest in the possibilities of starting 
negotiations through the “Fritz” contact with Moscow. 
Activities. 
Lentz was attached to the Kommando from Jun 43 – Sep 43 and Kurfess from Oct 43 until Mar 44, 
both as cryptographers.  Their knowledge is therefore limited chiefly  to the W/T side, but in the 
course of their duties they got to know something of what went on in the connection with the work of 
the Kdo. And Lentz in particular learned quite a lot about Paulsen and his ideas.   

 



 

 
 The main task of both Sources was checking the enciphering of the messages sent by 
“Fritz”(Kent) to the Russian Intelligence Service. These messages in the earlier period  
(Jun/Jul 43) contained chiefly military information, location of information (Lentz remembers 
in this connection the Soderheim Armed Brigade) , names of commanders, equipment, etc. 
but later gave increasingly more information of a political character, appreciation of internal 
situation in France, tec.  Whether this increase of political emphasis was due to lack of 
success in the operational sphere or was a deliberate policy, Sources are unable to say. The 
incoming messages, which were much shorter, usually contained requests for information, at 
first of military character (Lentz remembers a request for information on types of pass needed 
for travel in France) and later more political;  in summer 44 the names of Germans were being 
asked for who were willing to co-operate with the Russians (Kurfess got this information 
from Bach). There were also details about delivery of reports and money and Lentz 
remembers one message in particular that suggested that a report should either be left in a hut 
in Bucharest or thrown over the Embassy wall there. (Another message mentioned Marseilles 
in connection with Dollars). The military information transmitted to Russia was always done 
in collaboration with O.B. West, Paulsen’s chief contact there being a certain Meyer-Detering 
(rank and function unknown) who was not enthusiastic about the business. The political 
information to be transmitted was apparently done independently by Paulsen, although 
theoretically all messages had to be approved by Berlin.  A real or alleged breakdown of the 
teleprinter service (Fernschreiben - FS) frequently made avoidance of this easy. 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
 



KV 2/1971, page 34 

 
 The military information passed to Russia was not considered very satisfactory by the 
Russians and there were continual complaints of its staleness or accuracy. (on one occasion a 
Division was given as located in Central France which had been identified on the Russian 
front).  The political reports were on the other hand much appreciated.  
 In about Aug 43 a message was received instructing “Fritz” (Kent) to contact a certain 
Ozlos (alias Solja )(AOB, = Sokol) a former agent of the USSR (possibly Spain) whom it was 
desired to bring back into activity as an agent for “Fritz”. Through the intermediary of Lentz 
this man (a former General and a Latvian by birth) was contacted and from then onwards 
gathered information of both military and political character and passed it to “Fritz” (Kent) 
for use – unaware of course of course that “Fritz” was under control.  Ozlos (Sokol) is thought 
to have a number of contacts throughout France whom he regularly visited, some at least of 
whom were disgruntled (AOB, unhappy) De Gaullistes. One of these was a certain “Victor”, 
who lived in Marseilles, another was a woman named Anne Petit, who lived in the Rue 
Donai, and yet another by the name of Suzanne. Lentz thinks members of the Romain-Roland 
set may also have been in it since they favoured collaboration  between France, Germany and 
Russia.  The names of all these collaborators were sent over the air (W/T) to Moscow before 
the Germans left France.  
“fritz” usually took his information directly from Ozols when they met but on a few occasions 
Lentz was the messenger. The messages were written on cigarette paper hidden in “cachets”.  
Om one occasion Lentz took “Fritz” a map of France with the various regions marked in 



different colours – probably indicating the Separate networks – and on another Lentz 
consigned Ozols the sum of 30,000 Francs. 
KV 2/1971, pages 34 + 35  

 

 

 

 
Paulsen (Pannwitz) went to Spain in April 44, but the real object of the journey cannot be 
explained by either Source (Lentz and Kurfess).  Kurfess who accompanied him says that 
Paulsen (Pannwitz) made two visits to Winzer the Polizei Attaché at the Embassy in Madrid, 
but did not mention him to him the object of these visits.  (Comment: It would seem possible 
from the report on Richter (KV 2/1503) that the journey was in fact in connection with the 
planned mission – of the American Capt. Gateswood – of US VIII Corps Case No. 1187 – 
Kurfess can neither confirm or deny this. Lentz remembers hearing something about an 
American airman having been captured near Paris and hidden away by Paulsen).  
 In the matter of negotiations, Bach was to have played an important role in Summer 
44.  The Kdo. Had come into the possession of an important memorandum written by a 
French minister (name unknown) outlining a policy based on an understanding between 
France, Germany and Russia, and Bach was to get this to Stockholm and consign it to a 
Russian representative.  The attitude of the German Government and the was situation 
generally however decided Bach that the mission was doomed to failure and as it was 
moreover not without risk, he decided not to carry it out.  
 Ruehle also offered to talk to Ribbentrop when he was informed by Lentz that there 
was a possibility of getting into direct contact with Moscow, and had some discussions with 
Paulsen (Pannwitz) on the subject. Apparently, however, Paulsen dissuaded him, either 
because he regarded the moment premature or because he did not trust Ruehle, whom he 
suspected of Western sympathies. 
 
 



 

 
 Sources are unable to say whether it was thought that the Russians had discovered that “Fritz” 
was being played back:  it was clear that up to Aug 43 when he was instructed to contact Ozols 
(Sokol) they accepted him as genuine.  The question was discussed by Paulsen (Pannwitz) in Summer 
44 and his opinion was to keep a contact open for possible negotiations.  When the withdrawal from 
France began to loom up as a certainty, “Fritz” was instructed by Moscow to remain behind in Paris 
and continue working. This he did not!  Kurfess thinks he informed Moscow that he had found a 
suitable collaborator in the Organisation Todt and would be going to Western Germany with him.  
Neither Source can give any information as to whether the network connected with Ozlos intended to 
continue working after the German withdrawal.  
 When on his last visit to Paris Jul 44 before its evacuation Lentz had suggested tp Paulsen that 
he could very well continue working from Northern Italy, but this had been turned down owing to the 
difficulty of explaining such a move satisfactory to Moscow.  A week or two later (early Aug 44) what 
appeared to be a chance to get over this difficulty occurred.  The police at Bordighera reported that a 
Communist transmitter had been discovered there.  Lentz signalled Paulsen and he sent Schwab down 
to investigate but it proved a disappointment for on closer inquiry the “transmitter” turned out to be an 
ordinary wireless set.    
 The Sonderkommando finally left Paris on about 17 Aug 44, the main body travelling in a 
column under the command of Goepfert via Colmar to Constance (Konstanz), where they arrived at 
the end of Aug.  Paulsen (Pannwitz) travelled separately accompanied by “Fritz”(Kent) and Bach and 
rejoined the main body in Constance two or three days after their arrival  there.  Kurfess (who had 
rejoined the party while en route from Paris) has no knowledge of what Paulsen and “Fritz” (Kent) did 
during that fortnight;  he knows, however,  that Paulsen (Pannwitz) was very annoyed to find the main 
party had pushed on so far as Constance (Konstanz on the Bodensee, bordering Switzerland) , and 
assumes tat there was some reason connected with operations for this attitude. 
 
 

↓ 



 
 On about 20 Sep 44, after a fortnight’s idleness, Paulsen (Pannwitz) called the party 
together and informed them that the Sonderkommando had been officially dissolved on the 
orders of Berlin, and that most of them were to report back there. (AOB, zurückmelden)  
During the course of the next two or three days Goepfert, Bach, and all the others (except 
Paulsen himself, “Fritz”, Roellig, Ossig, Frl. Kemper and Kurfess) left for Berlin. 
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Paulsen’s (Pannwitz’s) Activities from Oct 44 to Apr 45. 
 The exact role played by Paulsen (Pannwitz) after the order for the dissolution of his 
Sonderkommando in Sep 44 is not clear from the information supplied by sources (Lentz + Kurfess), 
but it would appear to have consisted chiefly in planning a PO network along the Rhine.  It is possible 
that this new activity was known as Sonderkommando No.1 (N. Eins – see below). 
 His first move was to establish himself in Rappoltsweiler together with “Fritz”(Kent), Sluka, 
Roellig, Ossig and Frl. Kemper.  He did this, Kurfess relates, in order to give Berlin the impression 
that he was “operational” (since at that time Rappolstweiler was not far behind the forward area) and 
thus avoid the necessity of having to report personally to Berlin.  While there an urgent message was 
received by “Fritz” from Moscow, the contents of which are unknown, but which caused considerable 
excitement.  Kurfess hazards the guess that it concerned “Fritz”  future and possibly an authority to 
transfer to Switzerland (although from immediately subsequent events this does not appear probable);  
it certainly was an indication to him and to Paulsen (Pannwitz) that the game could go on in some 
form.  
 The party appears to have left Rappoltsweiler shortly afterwards (middle or end Oct 44) and to 
have gone to Neustadt an der Weinstrasse in the Black Forest, where they (or some of them) appear to 
have remained until about March 45, when Paulsen at least was known to be near 
 

↓ 
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Salem together with Bickler, former head of Abt. VI B.d.S. Paris. In about Nov 44 Paulsen made a 
journey to Berlin where Lentz met him in the Hotel Adlon (AOB, the most luxury Hotel of Berlin, and 
nowadays still a Top Hotel), without learning the object of his visit.  Paulsen (Pannwitz) mentioned 
however that he could be contacted at the offices of the periodical “Anti-Komintern” and hinted that 
he was not on very good term with Amt IV.  It seems likely that “Fritz” (Kent) accompanied him on 
this journey although neither Source can confirm this. 
 The next definite indication of Paulsen’s activities was when he called on Kurfess at Linz am 
Rhein on his way to Cologne (Köln) in late Nov or early Dec 44 and told him that he wanted to set up 
a post-occupational agent (stay-behind) in that area and asked Kurfess to help Richter 
(http://www.cdvandt.org/KV-2-1503-Richter-Rote-Kapelle-modi-1.doc.pdf)  who was living nearby at 
Koblenz in finding a suitable place. Kurfess was not enthusiastic about doing a job of this nature with 
the Allies already over the German frontier but fearing that a refusal might land him in the fighting 
line agreed to do what was asked.  Neither Richter nor Kurfess did anything in fact until Feb 45 when 
Paulsen again appeared and annoyed at finding that nothing had been done, told Richter to get on with 
the job at once. 
 Kurfess and Richter then made a tour of the area visiting the mineral-water works at Bad 
Neuenahr (Apolinaris, trademark), an engineering works at Weissenturm and the municipal water-
works at Godesberg.  The latter place was selected as here Richter had managed to contact a Nazi 
friend in the water-works who was willing to take on anybody recommended by him.  The agent did 
not arrive until later (Mar 45); he had been brought from Berlin by Richter and as far as Kurfess could 
judge from the few observations exchanged he had been very hastily trained as a W/T operator. He 
brought a W/T set with him enclosed in a suitcase and a large closed  box marked with the number 62. 
As the agent had been given the number ‘61’ it was presumed that a mistake had been made and the 

http://www.cdvandt.org/KV-2-1503-Richter-Rote-Kapelle-modi-1.doc.pdf


box was deposited at Koblenz. Kurfess and Richter accompanied the agent to Godesberg and left him 
at the Hotel Drachenfels. 

 

 
 A few days later, Paulsen (Pannwitz) appeared again, this time with his secretary 
Kemper, a W/T operator names Gilbert and accompanied by Richter.  No message had 
apparently been received from the agent in Godesberg and Paulsen wanted Kurfess and 
Richter to go across to Godesberg (AOB, Bad Godesberg a bit South of Bonn) and discover 
the reason.  They were to take Gilbert with them in case technical work on the W/T set was 
necessary.  On arrival they found that the man simply had not had time to settle down 
properly (Kurfess also got the impression that he was by no means enthusiastic about his 
mission).  
Two days later Kurfess went to Koblenz where he met Paulsen again who asked him to 
accompany him to Cologne (Köln) in order to explain a W/T table to a man there whom he 
(Paulsen) wished to leave behind as an agent.  Kurfess agreed and on arrival in Cologne 
(Köln) was sent to an address in Cologne Deutz. (AOB, on the Eastern border of the Rhine 
opposite the central Station)  (It was during this journey that Kurfess saw a pass that thinks 
mentioned a Sonderkommando N.1)  In Cologne (Köln) he found an office, suspected to be 
that of the SD, but no agent.  Since the W/T tables were there, however, he dictated his 
explanation to a typist;  during the work she mentioned that there were “others” to be left 
behind in Cologne area.  That afternoon the Americans broke through on Remagen 
bridgehead and Kurfess unable to return home, went to Jena. 
 The next heard of Paulsen (Pannwitz) was sometime in early April 45 when Kurfess 
saw him in Poesneck (AOB, (Thüringen) I suppose to remember that in this place Rudolf 
Staritz once grew-up).  He was then in earnest consultation with Frl. Wiedemann, editor of a 
cultural periodical, whom he had known previously in Berlin.  What was then discussed is 
unknown.  Kurfess thinks Paulsen still had its HQ in the Black Forest at this time. 



 

 
 In March 45 Paulsen (Pannwitz)  visited Lentz on the island of Reichenau (AOB, 
North/West of Konstanz) and mentioned that he was then located near Salem with Bickler.  
Lentz discussed the political situation with Paulsen (Pannwitz) who was more than ever 
convinced of the rightness of his views and intimated that he would “carry on “”,  although he 
did not say what that implied. Lentz’s impression is that it meant he would continue working 
together with “Fritz”, but is unable to say whether that meant continuing some sort of W/T 
contact from Switzerland or France or whether a more open activity in Russian occupied zone 
was contemplated. 
 At their last fleeting encounter in Bregenz Paulsen (Pannwitz) said nothing of what he 
was doing or where he was going.  Since however, “Fritz” and Gagl were in the town at the 
same time Lentz thinks it probable that all three had common destination. It should however 
he noted that at that time (21 Apr 45) the holding of the “Redoubt” was still regarded as a 
possibility. 

Sources’ Relation with Berger (AOB, KV 2/1739)  

 
 Berger (AOB, real name Von Sartorius) was not present when Lentz was interrogated 
by Kleindienst after his detention on account of a “black market” deal.  Lentz was not actually 
arrested, nor was he beaten up in order to persuade him to speak of his connection to the 
Sonderkommando. When he did, he did not refer to Pannwitz (since he had not at that time 
taken over the Kommando) but Reiser. 
 The quarters of the Sonderkommando were never in the Rue Royale. 



The method of operation of the Kdo. Never included sabotage and violence. Whether it 
included penetration of Communist cells sources do not knew definitely but think it unlikely. 
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 After the withdrawal to the Bregenz area Source (Berger/von Sartorius) believes that 
the Sonderkommando Pannwitz carried out normal VI activities against France which had 
formerly been controlled by Leitstelle West.  He is not altogether sure of the exact relations 
between these two organisations but is certain that underground activities emanating from the 
Tirol-Vorarlberg were controlled by Pannwitz clique. 
 Pannwitz was not under command of the B.d.S. in the area in which he operated but 
appears to have had powers delegated either directly by the Reichsführer SS (= Himmler) or 
by RSHA. (AOB, thus headed by: Kaltenbrunner or Schellenberg) 

 
Working methods. 
 The penetration of communist circles, in France at least, was not done merely by the 
direct planting of agents.  Pannwitz preferred to work through an intermediary and achieved 
considerable success with his methods.  The intermediaries were mainly French industrialists 
and businessmen, whom Pannwitz contacted through his friends and collaborators Loskant 
and Nagel. Loskant was connected with the administration of enemy alien and non-Aryan 
property in the Paris area and Nagel was head of the purchasing organisation “Primitex” of 
the O.T. (AOB, = Organisation Todt, a technical service, engaged in construction work, such 
as: building or restoring roads, but also building bunkers and that like). Due to their official 
positions they had a fair amount of influence in French industrial circles.  The industrialists 
were interested for obvious reasons in exercising control over communist cells and their 
factories and were only too willing to plant informers and agents provocateurs when invited to 
do so by Loskant (AOB, his name sounds to me, coming from Belgium and in particular 
Flemish) and Nagel.  Through these two men or in some cases direct through the industrialists 
concerned Pannwitz exercised control over the agents.  
 

 
 
 
↓ 
 



 
Recent Plans. 
 After the withdrawal to the Bregenz area (AOB, Austria Vorarlberg region, just south of the 
Bodensee (Lake Constance)) Source (Berger/von Sartorious) maintains that Pannwitz was busy 
organising hide-outs not only for his own organisation but for all the other SS groups had withdrawn 
to the area. He was also busy arranging contact addresses and other means of communication.  Source 
has only a very vague idea as to what his future plans really were.  He claims however that Pannwitz 
mentioned to him one occasion that he had the communist network in Western Europe well under 
control (AOB, “Kent’s W/T connection onto Moscow?)  and that he had plans for the assassination of 
Prime Minister Churchill and general Patton by French Communists.  
.. 

 
 On 27 or 28 April 45 Source (Berger/von Sartorius) was granted permission by Pannwitz to 
proceed to Milan to pick up his luggage which had been left there and to see if he could contact his 
mistress Helene Muzzin.  He left Bregenz by train for Innsbruck, hitch-hiked from there to Bolzano, 
and took the train again to Merano (Meran).  He spent two nights in a hotel in Merano and then hitch-
hiked to Milan.  He gave himself up to Allied soldiers in Milan on 7 May 45 shortly after his arrival.  
F.2.c. Note: Berger’s information is not considered very reliable. 
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Preliminary Interrogation of Sartorius, Friedrich von. 

Introduction. 
    PoW served from Jul 40 until Apr 45 as interpreter with the SD organisation known as “Rote 
Kapelle” or “Sonderkommando Pannwitz”.  He deserted from the unit on 29 Apr 45 after it had 
withdrawn to the Tirol-Vorarlberg as he did not want to get involved I PW is cooperative although not 
very intelligent.  the activities it was planning to undertake.  He gave himself up to the Allies in Milan 
on 7 May 45. PoW is cooperative although not very intelligent.  The reliability of the information he 



has so far given can be assessed as good. (AOB, quite in contradiction to F.2.c’s note on the previous 
page) 

 
a) PoW (Berger/von Sartorius) last saw Pannwitz wit two other members of his staf – Wenger 
and Buergle in the house of Huetter (Hütter)(AOB, please do not think of Günter Hütter as he 
originates from Graz), the former Kreisleiter and Bürgemeister of Bludenz (East of Feldkirch, 
still in Vorarlberg) on 29 Apr 45.  The address he gives as Ferdinand Gasser Strasse 15.  It 
was from this house that the W/T message was sent to Salzburg.  The W/T operator was 
Buergle.  PoW believes that Pannwitz did not intend to stay in Blüdenz but to move to the 
mountains to the East (AOB, towards the supposed Alpenfestung?) of the town in the area of 
Rungelin of the road Blüdenz-Langen.  He understood that a hide-out had been prepared there 
with provisions sufficient to last eight months although he never saw it himself and does not 
know the exact location. 
b)Another of Pannwitz’s staff was living in Lauterbach, Haus 346 near Bregenz.  This was 
Untersturmführer Mayer. PoW shared the house with him. PoW does not know where the 
others were living.  
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Pannwitz SS Hauptsturmführer. (Hptm. = Captain).  Head of „Rote Kapelle“. Otherwise 

known as Sonderkommando Pannwitz.  Holds Police rank of Kriminalrat 
(AOB, he might originate from the Police).   

  Age about 36, married, no children. 
  About 1.68 – 1.70m tall, well built. Full hair with parting round face, pink 

complexion, blue (?) eyes, one gold tooth, cleanshaven. 
  Home address:  Prag (Prague) 
  Last seen:  Blüdenz, Ferdiand Gasser Strasse 15 on 29 Apr 45. 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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Introduction. 
 Further details have now come to light on the identity of the PoW who still insists that  
his real name is von Sartorius.  This is considered to be extremely doubtful. Since his  
association with the RSHA he was always gone under the name of Berger.  He came to Italy under this 
name at end Now 44 in charge of a group of French agents sent by Pannwitz and the B.d.S. (AOB, 
Befehlshaber des Sicherheitsdienstes) Strassburg (Straßburg) and reported to Huegel, the head of Abt. 
VI, B.d.S. Italien. Huegel was shown a photo of the PoW and immediately identified him as Berger.  
Subsequently a meeting was arranged between the two and the identify was firmly established. 
.. 

 
 Berger joined the Rote Kapelle in Jul 40 in Brussels as civilian interpreter, his languages being 
French, Flemish and Dutch.  At this time he organisation was commanded by a certain D. Lentz with a 
Dr. Kurfuerst (AOB, Kurfess?) as his assistant.  Pannwitz did not join until late 40 or early 41.  At first 
their task seems to have been the penetration of political parties in Belgium and Holland with 
particular emphasis on the communist party. 
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 P/W CS/495 Uffz Mierseman Henrik (sounds Flemish) , Funküberwachungsabteilung I, 
captured in Brussels on 27th September 1944, recounted under interrogation that the R.S.H.A. and 
particularly Dr. Pannwitz were playing back (Double-Cross) captured Russian W/T agents, Ofw. 
Rathke Rudolf of Amt IV and later the Volkssturm, described under interrogation in 1945 in some 
detail, the Amt IV work which he called Rote Kapelle.  The term Rote Kapelle has since come to light 
from further sources. Censorship intercepted a reference to Pannwitz as chief of Sonderkommando 
“R.K.”(Rote Kapelle) and in May 1945, Friedrich von Sartorius @ Berger Friedrich, under 
interrogation at A.F.H.Q. (American Forces HQ) has admitted that he worked for Pannwitz until April 
1945 as interpreter with the Rote Kapelle organisation, otherwise known as Sonderkommando 
Pannwitz. 



(AOB, the designation Rote Kapelle, is in this context a bit misused: Rote Kapelle originally went 
back to 1941/42 and dealt with German Communist related subversion and espionage. In Pannwitz’s 
context it implies a kind of anti-communist Double-Cross operation)  

 
Rathke’s information: 
Locator Organisattion (up to Aug/Sept 1944) 
 The Orpo (Ordnungspolizei) had organised Locator Units (D/Fing units) which were 
to work parallel and in close collaboration with the Locator (D/F) stations 
(Funkabwehrstellen) of the Army.  The combined aim was to control the entire clandestine 
radio traffic and to locate the underground sending organisations.  Every ten days the locator 
units issued reports of their activities and distributed them to the following agencies: 
 Army Intelligence H.Q. in Paris, Abt. IV A2 of the RSHA in Berlin, Sipo HQ’s and 
Military Intelligence HQ of the regions where the activities took place. The translation of a 
facsimile report made up by P.W. to show the type of report published by these locator 
(D/Fing) units… These reports, as well as other more technical reports, containing data on 
frequencies and power of such clandestine transmitters, consolidated by the Army Radio 
Intelligence H.Qs in Paris and disseminated in the form of monthly maps and charts showing 
approximate locations. The map symbol used for these transmitters was a circle containing a 
four digit number:  the first digit indicating the nationality of the Intelligence Service 
operating the transmitter (i.e. Dutch – 1; Polish – 2; U.S.- 3; British and Belgium – 4; 
U.S.S.R. – 5)  Note: three digit numbers indicated nationality unknown. 
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 Raiding of such clandestine stations as well as first interrogations of its operators were 
done by the Army Intelligence Service, which turned them over to the Gestapo for further 
questioning, but maintained jurisdiction over them,  An exception to this rule existed in the 



case of U.S.S.R. agents who were turned over to the Gestapo immediately and who remained 
under Gestapo jurisdiction. 

 
 In March 1944, after the reorganisation of the Intelligence Service under the R.S.H.A. 
(AOB, this had been caused since Hitler decided on 12 February 1944, after it became known 
that the couple Vermehren had defected in Istambul (Istanbul) to the Britain’s. The 
consequences already for quite long on Himmler’s wishes, the Abwehr should merge with the 
(SS) RSHA Amt VI (after 20 July) named Amt Mil. The Ausland/Abwehr dissolved, only a 
part purely short-term intelligence remaining under OKW. Albeit, that according my good 
friend Rudolf Staritz, some had never encounter a difference or had been aware of the 
changes, because salaries were still handled by OKW)    questioning and disposal of all agents 
was handled by the Gestapo.  The only exceptional cases were given to the Army Intelligence 
Service for questioning.  However, Army locator service still continued to exist. 

 
Funkspiel “Rote Kapelle”. 
History. 
 During 1937/38, the Russian Intelligence Service organised an espionage network in 
France, Belgium and Holland.  The original mission of this network, headed by an agent 
known under the cover name of “General Gilbert” (AOB, = Grand Chef Trepper) was to 
furnish information about political and economic trends in those countries.  After the outbreak 
of World War II, the entire system was transformed into a Military Intellgigence network. 

 
 In November 1942, the Gestapo succeeded in raiding and arresting the entire network, 
including Gilbert (Trepper).  This round-up started with the arrest of Herman Wenzel, a 
Russian trained radio operator who was operating a transmitting station in Belgium, Several 
minor agents were shot, among them a Russian woman named Sokol who was shot in 
Bruxelles on the personal order of Himmler (AOB, this story might be faulty as Sokol was a 
Letvian person).  Other agents were taken to Paris for further investigation.  Goering is said to 
have taken an interest in this organisation and followed the disclosures with much attention.  
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Reorganisation under Gestapo leadership. 
 The Gestapo decided to utilise this illegitimate radio connection with Moscow and to 
turn the traffic into a Funkspiel (fake broadcast)(AOB, it should be designated Double-Cross, 
as was the adequate expression used) The object of these Funkspiele was to obtain additional 
names of Russian agents and organisation from Moscow.  The Gestapo succeeded in inducing 
most of the previous operators of the Gilbert (Trepper) network to continue their 
transmissions under Gestapo leadership. (AOB, matters were more complex than stated here, 
please consider:  
http://www.cdvandt.org/rote-kapelle-20-july'44.htm) This new set-up, called “Rote Kapelle” 
by the Germans, was subdivided into a Paris and a Belgian branch. (AOB, Please consider 
carefully the more true course of events: http://www.cdvandt.org/rote-kapelle-20-july'44.htm)   

 
 After reorganisation by the Gestapo, the transmitting stations in Belgium and Holland 
were consolidated and continued to operate their beams from one transmitter located at (68?) 
Rue de l’Aurore in Bruxelles. Kriminalsekretär Wolf and Kriminaloberassistent  Barganz 
were in charge of the Belgian enterprises.  In January 1943, after Wenzel’s escape, Wolf was 
recalled to Berlin, Baganz transferred to Hamburg (AOB, Ast-X, Abwehrleitstelle) and the 
Belgium Rote Kapelle Branch was moved to the Breedonck concentration camp from where it 
resumed its transmissions to Moscow,  In April 1943, PoW was put in charge of the group. 
The Rote Kapelle Branch in Belgium operated on the following beams. 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
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http://www.cdvandt.org/rote-kapelle-20-july'44.htm
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Beam “Tanne”. 
 This beam was originally operated in Amsterdam by Tino Winterink a native of 
Arnhem. He and several others (among them a Dutchman named Nagel) were arrested by the 
Gestapo in Nov. 42.  Two other agents known by their cover names of Dan (Daan?) and Velo, 
succeeded in avoiding capture. Winterink was willing to continue transmissions for the 
Gestapo, but, fearing that Dan or Velo might inform Moscow about the real situation he 
reported to Moscow that he himself barely escaped Gestapo and that it must be assumed that 
some men of his group, presumably Dan and Velo, had been arrested.  
 In summer 1943, beam “Tanne” asked Moscow for funds to continue its work.  After 
several evasive replies, Moscow finally asked for an address where the money could be 
deposited. The Gestapo, Amsterdam, furnished the address of a former member of the 
Communist Party which was relayed to Moscow. However, a few days later, Moscow 
reproached “Tanne” with having furnished the address of the man, who, according to their 
knowledge, was suspected to have relations with the Gestapo.  This incident greatly infuriated 
the Chief of the Gestapo, der General der Polizei Müller (Mueller), who strongly reprimanded 
the Gestapo chief of Amsterdam. 
 In March/April 1944, Moscow ordered “Tanne” to discontinue its transmissions and 
advised the agent to join an active resistance group. 
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 Pannwitz brought with him two assistants Ofw. Lenz Waldemar and Gfr/ Kurfess 
Hans, both these incidentally had previously worked in AHA In 7. Gruppe VI Referrat 12. 



 
 In a captured  document dated 21.11.44 from Pannwitz, he signs as Sonderkommando 
“N.I” of the R.S.H.A. (RSHA). The document reads as follows: 

Strassburg Nr. 55820  21.11.44 (AOB, Liberation of Strassburg was on 
26 November 1944) 

  To the Stapo Gotha – please retransmit to K.S. Roellich of the R.S.H.A. 
  Re:  Your duty journey. 

Make arrangements to ensure that you arrive in Berlin with  
Frithe (AOB, Fritze?) during the course of 24th, Telephone 416791 and ask for 
K.K. (Krimalkommissar) Goepfert through Hauptsturmführer Haupt. The 
former is making arrangements for your billeting.. 
Foresee arriving in Berlin at the same time. 
Sonderkommando “N 1” of the RSHA, signed Pannwitz, SS Hstuf & Krim.Rat. 

KV 2/1971, page 54 
Information given by Mierseman 

 
Miersemann described how the O.K.W Ag/WNV/Fu, Aussenstelle West (Paris), 64 Bvd. 
Suchet, Paris, was responsible for the W/T monitoring and for the W/T side of the control of 
captured agents who were being “played back”.  It contained also a specialist evaluation staff 
which assessed the v.h.f material obtained from Funküberwachungskompagnie  615.  This 
unit known as Auswertung Ursula, had always attached to it always two code experts from 
AHA In7, Gruppe VI, Referrat 12. 
Mierseman pointed out that this composite W/T and cipher specialist organisation acted as an 
expert adviser and executive of Abw.Abt III F (AOB, = counter-espionage) and later the 3 
Kommandos and Trupps as well also as for the Gestapo who were inclined in fact, more and 
more, to take over C.E. work from the Abwehr. 
 
 
 

↓ 
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New Card  Amendment to SHAEF 80,075 

           and 51847 
Pannwitz, Heinz 
@ Pannwitz 
Status: Sipo and SD Official.  SS Ostuf u Krim Rat 
 
Adress: Wife’s: 30 Sommerbergstrasse, Berlin 
Description:  Born ca. 1899-1908. i.65 m Thin dark brown hair. Round face. 
           Speaks bad French. 
Career:  Transferred fro RSHA to Stapoleitstelle, Berlin (c. May-June 43) 
  In Prag VII (1943) 
  Employed agent to conduct searches for fugitive communist (Summer 1944) 
  Official of Sipo/SD Prague, Concerned with C.E.(? Jan 44) 
  Official of Sipo/SD Paris Concerned with C.E. (June 1944) 
  Leiter of Amt N1 of the RSHA (Nov.1944) 
 
(AOB, clearly: they don’t know exactly the actual facts. This all is pointing at the fact that 
Pannwitz had not been captured at all by them!)  

(AOB, did he hide in Spain or Russia. Or do we have to rely on what is being pointed at an 
Inta Camp page, and captures made in 1949?) 

    
 
 

A search on Google pointed at Wikipedia where I traced: 
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heinz_Pannwitz  

Some of its content: 
 

Heinz Pannwitz (* 28. Juli 1911 in Berlin; † 1975) war ein deutscher Gestapobeamter und 
SS-Führer. 

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heinz_Pannwitz
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/28._Juli
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/1911
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berlin
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/1975
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geheime_Staatspolizei
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schutzstaffel


Von August 1943 bis zum Frühjahr 1945 leitete Pannwitz als Nachfolger von Karl Giering 
das Sonderkommando Rote Kapelle in Paris zur Verfolgung und Kontrolle von Personen der 
„Roten Kapelle“. Nachdem es der Gestapo gelungen war, Agenten der Glawnoje 
Raswedywatelnoje Uprawlenije (GRU) in Frankreich, den Niederlanden und Belgien zu 
enttarnen, unternahmen Angehörige des Sonderkommandos erfolgreich den Versuch, einige 
aufgedeckte Agenten der GRU unter ihre Kontrolle zu bringen. Das Sonderkommando Rote 
Kapelle nutzte die entdeckten Funkstationen für Funkspiele zur Desinformation der Moskauer 
Nachrichtenzentrale der GRU sowie zum Erhalt von Informationen über die Résistance. 
Dieses Vorgehen war mit dem Leiter der Gestapo im Reichssicherheitshauptamt (RSHA) 
Heinrich Müller abgestimmt.  

Pannwitz begab sich mit dem im November 1942 in Marseille verhafteten und in das 
Funkspiel einbezogenen Offizier des sowjetischen Militär-Nachrichtendienstes GRU Anatoli 
Markowitsch Gurewitsch (Tarnname Kent) sowie zwei weiteren Personen Anfang Mai 1945 
bei Bludenz in französischen Gewahrsam. Anschließend wurden die Gefangenen in die 
sowjetische Militäradministration in Paris überstellt. Am 7. Juni 1945 wurden Pannwitz und 
Gurewitsch mit dem Flugzeug nach Moskau verbracht, durch den NKWD umgehend 
festgenommen, in der Lubjanka inhaftiert und verhört. Pannwitz wurde nach einem Prozess in 
der Sowjetunion 1946 zu zwanzig Jahren Zwangsarbeit verurteilt und kehrte 1955 in die 
Bundesrepublik Deutschland zurück.  

Nach seiner Rückkehr verfasste Pannwitz u. a. im Januar 1956 und im März 1959 zwei 
Schriften zum Heydrich-Attentat. Pannwitz lebte bis zu seinem Tod mit seiner Frau in 
Ludwigsburg, wo er als Handelsvertreter tätig war. 

(AOB, Ultimately we have closed the circle, thanks to the wonderful Wikipedia)  
 
 
 

Terminated 27 December 2018 
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