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Please notice: 
For simplicity, I have this time not completely transcribed all genuine 

text contents, therefore I would like to advise you to read these 
passages also. 

 
This concerns a unique Story, where two spies had been brought ashore on the beach of 

Frenchman’s Bay in the US State Maine, on 29th November 1944. 
One was Erich Gimpel the second one was Colepaugh a US born ‘subject’. 

 
Erich Gimpel passed finally away in 2010, living Sao Paulo, at an age of 100 years!  

 
As to ease to understand the context I first would like to quote from Wikipedia. 

 
 
 



 
Quoting from: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erich_Gimpel  

Erich Gimpel 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopaedia 
Erich Gimpel (25 March 1910 in Merseburg – 3 September 2010 in Sao Paulo) was a 
German spy during World War II. Together with William Colepaugh, he traveled to the 
United States on an espionage mission (operation Elster) in 1944 and was subsequently 
captured by the FBI in New York City.[1]  

German secret agent 
Gimpel had been a radio operator for mining companies in Peru in the 1930s. When World 
War II began, he became a secret agent, reporting the movement of enemy ships to Germany. 
When the United States entered the war in December 1941, Gimpel was deported back to 
Germany. He then served as an agent in Spain.  

Gimpel was next chosen to attend a spy-school in Hamburg. His final exam was to infiltrate 
German-occupied The Hague, where he first met the American malcontent and traitor 
William Colepaugh, an unstable drifter who would ultimately betray him.  
Main article: Unternehmen Elster 
Gimpel and Colepaugh were transported from Kiel to the US by the German submarine U-
1230, landing at Frenchman Bay in the Gulf of Maine on 29 November 1944. Their mission 
was to gather technical information on the Allied war effort and transmit it back to Germany 
using an 80 watt radio transmitter Gimpel was expected to build.[2]  

Together they made their way to Boston and then by train to New York. Before long 
Colepaugh decided to abandon the mission, taking US$48,000 ($667,300 today) of the 
currency they had brought and spending a month partying and carousing with local women.[3] 
After spending $1,500 ($20,900 today) in less than a month, Colepaugh visited an old 
schoolfriend and asked for help to turn himself in to the FBI, hoping for immunity. The FBI 
was already searching for German agents following the sinking of a Canadian ship a few 
miles off the Maine coastline (indicating a U-boat had been nearby) and suspicious sightings 
reported by local residents. The FBI interrogated Colepaugh, who revealed everything, 
enabling them to track down Gimpel.  

After Gimpel's capture, the spies were handed over to US military authorities on the 
instructions of the Attorney General. In February 1945 they stood trial before a Military 
commission, accused of conspiracy and violating the 82nd Article of War. They were found 
guilty and sentenced to be hanged, but for Gimpel, this was delayed by the unexpected death 
of the President of the United States, Franklin D. Roosevelt due to a custom not to hold any 
executions during a period of State Mourning. Later, after the war ended, his sentence was 
commuted to life imprisonment.  

Gimpel was sent to Alcatraz, where he played chess with Machine Gun Kelly. Gimpel was 
paroled in 1955, after serving 10 years in prison (Colepaugh would be paroled in 1960) and 
returned home to West Germany.[4] He later would make his home in South America.  
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Post prison life 
Gimpel was the last person to be tried before a U.S. military tribunal. His autobiographical 
account of his undercover work, Spy For Germany, was first published in English in 1957, in 
Great Britain.  

Following the terrorist attacks on the United States in September 2001, several books about 
Nazi spies in America were published, and his book finally appeared in the U.S. under the 
title Agent 146 (2003).  

Gimpel was interviewed by Oliver North for his Fox News Channel program War Stories with 
Oliver North in the episode "Agent 146: Spying for the Third Reich".  

The 100-year-old Gimpel died in São Paulo, Brazil on 3 September 2010.[5][6]  

Film 
Erich Gimpel's career as a spy was dramatized in the 1956 film Spy for Germany (German 
title: Spion für Deutschland). The actor Martin Held played the leading role. 
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Erich Gimpel – Colepaugh file KV 2/564  PF 600838 

 
 
 



KV 2/564-1, page 35 

 
Koller Codd = Colepauch 
 

 
… He jumped the boat in Lisbon and went to the German Consul from there he was sent to 
Berlin. He was put in Abteilung 6A (AOB, Amt VI)where Codd was to take Koller in hand, 
teach him German. 
Koller was an American.  His mother a German. 
25.5.1944. Codd was to take Koller in hand, teach him German and act as interpreter to 

enable Koller to undergo a course of instruction at a school in the Hague.  Codd 
(= is he Gimpel??) had already done this course but he intended with Koller in 
order to help him and also become better acquainted with him as there was an 
intention that they might possibly be sent on a mission together. They left Berlin 
on 27th May 1944, accompanied by a German – a personal friend of Giese – 
whose name, he thinks was Linde.  He went along to introduce him to the people 
in the school.  

 
KV 2/564-1, page 35 continue 



 
 Codd was in the school with Koller all along and it was intended that both should go 
to America;  Koller to be used as a Trained agent.  There were three others in the school – the 
one named Gimpel and two others known as Maxy and Jonny – the latter from the Rhineland.  
They were German born and had spent great part of their life in Columbia, U.S.A.  They all 
spoke Spanish as well as they did German and two of them, Jonny and Gimpel, spoke English 
in addition. Maxy spoke English with accent. 

 
page 36 

 
 Gimpel had already been thinking of breaking away from this group….At this time the 
officers in the school were drinking heavily; things were not looking good and they seemed to 
realise that Germany was on her last legs.  
KV 2/564-1, page 38 

 
… from the F.B.I. report on Colepaugh and Gimpel giving information about U. 1230. I 
should be grateful if you would … 
KV 2/564-1, page 42 

 
 … 0.2.0. = the MI5 Camp 020, the quite dubious reputation Camp 
 
 

↓ 
↓ 
↓ 

 



KV 2/564-1, page 47 

 
..”At the end of June 1944, I was interviewed by a Major or a Colonel in the security Division 
of the S.S.  He was unable to speak English and Denker acted as interpreter.  He was the man 
who led the expedition to rescue Mussolini (AOB, Skorzeny?). He told me that I was going in 
the security Array. He did not tell me that I would go out the country.  I was sent to Den Haag 
in Holland to a school consisting of a private estate and a row of homes around which a wall 
had been built (AOB Seehof?)(AOB, not too far from the Hoogeweg??)  

 
This school was operated by the Security Division and the majority of the personnel 

was men who had been on the expedition to rescue Mussolini. .. 

 
 The courses in this school, as far as I was concerned, consisted of wireless telegraphy, 
explosives and gunnery. We also were given a great deal of athletics to build up our bodies 
and were taught to operate motorcycles. In the wireless telegraphy course, I learned to receive 
eighty words a minute (AOB Tempo 80 = 80 : 5 =  16 word per minute). They gave me about 
two days of sending by telegraph and I really did not learn how to send at all.  
continue at page 48   

 
 It was at this school that I first met Erich Gimpel, who had just returned from Spain 
where he had been acting as a German agent. Gimpel knew how to handle explosives, as he 
explained their procedure to me during the school course.  He was also a wireless telegrapher.  
I have seen him send and receive, he was very competent along this line.  We, Gimpel and I, 
were also taught gunnery, handling such weapons as many makes of pistols, German and 
British sub-machine guns and German rifles, firing with left hand as well as the right hand. 

 
 Another individual attending the school while I was there was a man by the name of 
Hans, whose (last) name I don’t know (AOB see RSS message lines I/401-403!) 
 



KV 2/564-1, continue page 48 

 
 Gimpel came to this school after I had been there for five weeks and we spent the last 
three weeks or so together at this school. 
 Another individual in this school was named Max, whose last name I do not know.  
Max served as a German Agent in South America and also in Spain.  
 
KV 2/564-1, page 49 

 
 While I was at the school in Den Haag and thereafter in Germany, I used the name 
Wilhelm Coller, which was the name picked out for me by the Security Army. (AOB, Mil 
Amt VI?) 

 
.. Denker brought me to the school at Den Haag, Collins and I were told the rules of the 
school was that there would be not talking between each other or anybody on the outside at 
any time then or thereafter regarding the activities of the school.  

 
.. “Gimpel had a private office in the security Headquarters at Berlin and had his private 
secretary.  He appeared to be an important individual as he knew everyone around the 
headquarters. … 

↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 



KV 2/564-1, page 50 

 
…learned how to take photographs with a Leica and how to develop and print photographs.  
Gimpel attended this school with me. From there we were sent to Dresden where we studied 
microphotography (AOB, at Zeiss Ikon?). For two days we worked with microphotography 
apparatus, learning diminish regular Leica negatives to microdots on special 16 mm film, then 
to develop these films and to examine them to make sure they could be read through the 
appropriate microscope on the apparatus. Gimpel and I returned to Berlin. The weekend 
following our return from Dresden, I went with Gimpel to his home for the weekend at Halle.  
We spent a pleasant social weekend at his home and then returned to Berlin where we were 
given very brief training in the use of secret ink. 

 

 
 “We (AOB, U 1230) left Kristianson in the submarine on October 6, 1944 and the trip 
to Frenchman’s Bay, Maine, took fifty four days, including the time laid outside of 
Frenchman’s bay before landing. 
KV 2/564-1, page 51 

 
…. Before we left Berlin for Kiel, my camera was taken away from me as they said one 
camera was sufficient for our purpose.  Gimpel kept his camera and we were given an extra 
special lens to enable us to take photographs of documents.  To use this particular lens, the 
film in the camera had to be fifty-three centimetres from the object being photographed. 
 

 



KV 2/564-1, continue above text of page 51 
… I was wearing my wristwatch when Agents of the FBI apprehended me on the night of 
December 26, 1944 and I gave it to them. We were also given two small compasses about ¾” 
in diameter by Lieutenant Hamann.  The last time I saw these two compasses they were in the 
pocket of the airplane luggage bag as I called it, the Spanish bag as it was purchased in Spain 
by Gimpel. We were also furnished two kits of concentrated food which had been taken from 
American Pilots who had been forced to land in Germany. … 
 
KV 2/564-1, page 53 

 
…”I learned when I was in Berlin that other German agents were being sent over to the 
United States because when Gimpel went to the Havel Institute in Berlin to get the 
instructions for building these radios he told me that he would have to build radios for the 
other groups. …. 

 
…Inasmuch as we landed at Frenchman’s Bay, Maine on November 29, this would mean that 
the other submarine was sunk according to the radio message to our Captain, about November 
22, 1944.  
KV 2/564-1, page 55 

 
… “On the night of November 29, 1944, the Captain brought the submarine to Frenchman’s 
Bay keeping the submarine completely submerged until we were one half mile off Crabtree 
Point.  At this point he raised the submarine until the coning tower was above water and 
proceeded in this fashion to a point three hundred yards from shore at Crabtree Point. 
Crabtree Point is just across the Peninsula from Hancock Point.  The submarine turned face to 
face south at this point three hundred yards from shore and Gimpel and I climbed into the 
rubber boat with oars to which attended a light line to be used for the purpose of pulling the 
rubber boat back to the submarine after we had landed.  (AOB the line broke and seamen had 
to rudder it to the beach and back to the submarine) 
Special notice AOB: Calepaugh’s story told on 2nd January 1945 to the FBI being covered 
between pages 44 – 60. 
 

↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 



KV 2/564-1, page 63 

 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 



KV 2/564-1, page 64 

 
↓ 
 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 



KV 2/564-1, page 65 

 
  

↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 



KV 2/564-1, page 66 
 

 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 



KV 2/564-2, page 2 

 
..Radio Code 
 …. To be sent to the Havel Institute in Berlin …. 
 
KV 2/564-2, page 3 

 
.. Colepaugh advised that the Havel Institute in Berlin was going to start sending radio 
messages exactly 20 days after the landing of the subjects …. 

↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 



KV 2/564-2, page 3 
 

 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 



KV 2/564-2, page 4 

 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 



KV 2/564-2, page 4 

 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 



KV 2/564-2, page 5, 

 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 



KV 2/564-2, page 32 

 
 In an effort to locate Erich Gimpel, alias Edward George Green, the following 
investigation was conducted. 
 On December 27, 28, and 29, 1944, Special Agents of the New York Field Division 
contacted all the known operating hotels in the counties of Manhattan, Queens, Bronx, 
Brooklyn, and Richmond comprising metropolitan New York in an attempt to locate subject 
Gimpel through comparison of known samples of his handwriting with all registrations in 
such hotels made between December 21 and the date of investigation.  In large hotels where 
such comparison with all registrations was not feasible, the comparison was made with all 
registrations in the name of Green and Caldwell.  Stops were placed in all hotels under names 
of Green and Caldwell. 

 
 On December 28, 29, and 30, 1944, a canvass was made of all furnished rooming 
houses with the view to ascertain information relative to subject Gimpel.  This canvass (AOB, 
= schilderij??) was limited to Manhattan County and especially to the area bounded on the 
north by 59th Street, on the south by 13th Street, on the West by the North River, and on the 
east by the East River.  This particular area was chosen because it radiated from the 39 
Beekman Place address where subjects had last resided, from the Kenmore Hall Hotel, 
Lexington Avenua and 23rd Street where subject had first resided when they came to New 
York City, and from Grand central Station where subjects had checked the bags containing 
money and other materials.  Special agents conducting this canvass interviewed the room 
house superintendents or persons in authority relative to their tenants. After ascertaining that 
Green was not a tenant and had not since December 20, the Agents requested the 
superintendent or person in authority to notify the New York Field Division in the event an 
individual answering Green’s description made inquiries for a place of residence. 

↓ 
↓ 
↓ 



KV 2/564-2, page 32 

 
 On December 30, 1944, Agents began another canvass of hotels in Metropolitan New 
York, checking registrations made during the periods December 1 trough 20 and December 
29 and 30, 1944.  This canvass was being conducted at the time of subject Green’s 
apprehension and therefore was not completed. 
 Baggage rooms in all railroad stations, bus stations, and airline terminals were 
examined in an effort to locate the bags known to be in the possession of Gimpel.  In addition, 
all baggage lockers in the City of New York were examined in an effort to locate the bags 
known to be in the possession of Gimpel. 
KV 2/564-2, page 33 

 
 The reservation departments of all railroads located in the City of New York were 
contacted and where memoranda were in existence concerning reservations made, these were 
examined by Agents and at the same time stops were placed with the railroads in order that 
the New York Office would be notified in the event Gimpel obtained railroad reservations.  
The same procedure was followed in connection with airlines operating from New York City. 
 The west parcel room of Grand Central Station where Colepaugh checked the two 
bags on December 21 and where Colepaugh retrieved them on December 22 was placed under 
24-hour surveillance on the possibility that Gimpel might return to this point to check the 
bags again or to look for Colepaugh. 

↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 



Continue with page 33 

 
.. In connection with the examination of records of hotels in New York City, on 
December 27, 1944, Special Agent J.W. Brown discovered at the George Washington Hotel, 
23rd Street Lexington Avenue, a registration for Edward Green.  Milton Siedman, Assistant 
Manager of the George Washington Hotel, was interviewed by Special Agents J.W. Brown, 
W.J. Quinn, and B.D. Rice.  He produced the registration card for Edward Green ant it was  
noted that Green registered at 4:02 pm on December 22, 1944 giving the address 582 Mass. 
Avenue, Boston.  He was assigned to Room 439 at a rate of U$ 2.50 per day. The clerk 
checking him in was Mr. Siedman who advised that the script writing on the registration was 
thata of the individual Green and the handprinting on the registration was Siedman’s.  This 
was Green’s first visit to the hotel and inasmuch as he had no baggage he paid for the room in 
advance plus a U$ 1.00 deposit for the key.  The hotel account number 3061 was checked and 
it disclosed that Green apparently remained overnight only as the only charge to him was the 
U$ 2.50 for the room.  He made no telephone calls, and, according to the bell hop’s day book 
there was no room service whatever to Room 439 while Green was registered.  Mr. Siedman 
checked the records and advised that U$ 1.00 deposit for the key had not been claimed by 
Green.  
 
KV 2/564-2, page 36 

 
 Erich Gimpel was apprehended in New York City, New york at 8:55 p.m. on 
December 30, 1944, by Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigatio, and the New 
York Field Office was notified. 
 

↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 



KV 2/564-2, page 36 

 
 Upon receipt of advice that Agent Nelson and Gillies had picked up a party 
undoubtedly the subject, Gimpel, based particularly upon the fact that they had examined the 
various papers which he had in his possession in the name of Edward George Green, Assistant 
Director E.J. Connelly, together with Special Agent Robert J. Lynch and Roy K. McPhail, 
proceeded immediately to the place of apprehension and contacted Special Agents Nelson and 
Gillies who had the subject, Gimpel, with them. 

 
 The writer, E.J. Connelley, identified himself definitely to Gimpel immediately I came 
in contact with him, and he advised me that he was in Room 1559 at the Pennsylvania Hotel 
and that he had been registered in this room since December 22, 1944, under the name of 
George Collins. He advised me at the money were located in his room at the Pennsylvania 
Hotel. Gimpel was taken from the newsstand (AOB, in some way in accordance to Gimpel’s 
book) to the Bureau automobile parked on Broadway between 42nd and 41st Street on the west 
side of the street by the five Bureau personnel previously set out.  
KV 2/564-2, page 37 

 
 In leaving the hotel, the hotel bill amounting to U$6.60 was paid for George Collins, 
he owing only for the day previous and the daily rate for the day of December 30, 1944. The 
two bags were taken ….We finished the search of the room at Pennsylvania Hotel at 10:40 
p.m., December 30, 1944. 

 
….. I exhibited to my credentials in order to fully identify myself to him, having previously 
also identified myself to him at the newsstand at 42nd Street and Seventh Avenue. 
 

↓ 



KV 2/564-2, page 41 

 
..This is to certify that on 12/30/44 at New York, N.Y., Special Agents …. Found a total of 
54,669 dollars and 90 cents and other items as above listed. I certify further that the above is 
total amount of all money and property in my possession and control at the premises indicated 
and on my person which was taken by Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
United States Department of Justice. 
        /s/ Erich Gimpel 
KV 2/564-2, page 42 

 
 Erich Gimpel, when First approached, admitted his identity as Erich Gimpel and 
confirmed this after we had arrived at the bureau office. He indicated he had a wife and two 
children in Peru, one child having been born after he left there about June, 1942. 
KV 2/564-2-, page 44 

 
… 7. Radio News magazine 
KV 2/564-2, page 45 

 
.. 9, One NY Times issued dated 12/30/44 carried by subject at time of apprehension. 



KV 2/564-2. page 46 

 
.. making a total for the currency taken from the room of Gimpel is …U$ 54,674.90. 

 
 “I was born March 25, 1910, Merseburg, Germany. I was in South America 1935 to 
1942, working for Telefunken, the German Radio Corporation, headquarters Berlin. …but 
worked monthly in Lima, Peru. In June, 1942, having been interned in Peru, I was brought to 
Camp Kennedy, Texas, and then taken to Jersey City, New Jersey,  where I was repatriated to 
Germany on the S.S. Drettingholm/ We arrived in Goteborg, Sweden, where I left the boat 
and thereafter arrived back in Germany August 1, 1942. 

 
 “After returning to Germany I was employed in the German Foreign Office as a 
courier between Berlin and Madrid. ….. made the trips three or four times. They had me make 
this trip because of the fact that I spoke Spanish. 
… I also bought some serial wire for the broadcast receiving set and which I left at the 
address 39 Beekman Place.  I studied high frequency in Germany for one and one-half years, 
having previously attended the regular schools until my eighteenth birthday.  I studies 
electricity and high frequency.  I then worked as a design engineer, particularly on 
transformers. 

↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
 



KV 2/564-2, page 47 

 
 “When I first returned to Germany in August, 1942, I did not work for some time and 
travelled about and then came back to Hamburg where I was engaged as above in designing in 
connection with radio transmitters.  I could not go into the Army because under the 
agreement between the United States Government and the German Government 
whereby I was returned to Germany I was not allowed to enter the military service of 
Germany.  I was in Hamburg one year until it was bombed out in August, 1943.   At this 
place we were producing radio and electrical equipment for various government agencies and 
departments in Germany and the material was not sold to the general public. About 
September, 1943, I returned to Berlin.  
KV 2/564-2, page 48 

 
… and I said I would not do it, as there was no chance to stay in the United States. He then 
said if I were a soldier in the Army I would have to to obey but that he could not force me into 
it as he knew how I came back to Germany. 

 
…. I went to the Amt #6 and got the money to make the trip to the school. (AOB, Den Haag?) 
and see what it was like.  This Amt#6 is located on Berkaer Strasse at Hohenzollern Street. 

↓ 
 



KV 2/564-2, continue page 48 

 
 “When I got the money for the trip to the school I went to The Hague about July, 
1944, and it was here I first saw Colepaugh. He does not speak good German.  He has 
difficulty talking German and has much trouble with the police in Germany because he could 
not speak German. This location at The Hague consisted of many buildings and small houses 
and a swimming pool located on a large estate.   
KV 2/564-2, page 49 

 
 “We did have photograph training with the Leica camera in Berlin and then in 
Dresden. While I was back in Berlin, I got 500 Marks monthly to stay on there.  This was to 
live on. …. At Dresden we got microphotograph work with the same camera, this schooling 
occurring in Berlin. 
KV 2/564-2, page 50 

 
…. Amt #6 was formerly a school building and it was guarded by civilian guard. I saw Army 
and Navy officers coming and going here.  This part of the government was the Economic 
Section, also Political Division. 

 
↓ 
 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 



KV 2/564-2, page 53 

 
 “When we left Kiel about September 26, 1944 on this submarine (AOB, U 1230) 
…We departed from Kristianson in this submarine which proceeded across the Atlantic 
Ocean, a trip which took about two months.  We arrived off the coast of Maine near to what is 
supposed to be Frenchman’s Bay ….About November 29, 1944 we proceeded into 
Frenchman’s Bay … 
KV 2/564-2, page 54 

 
 “On December 22, 1944, I checked into the George Washington Hotel but did not 
stay, I being registered here as Green. I thereafter on the same day, December 22, 1944, 
checked into the Pennsylvania Hotel, New York City under the name of George Collins 
where I remained until December 30, 1944. 

. 

 
 “I was to build an 80 Watt radio transmitter in the United States and Germany was to 
start messages to me about one or two months after … 
KV 2/564-2, page 55 

 
…….. “I then waited  … Fortunately the two bags were sitting in a place in the Grand Central 
checkroom where I could see both of them. 

 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 



KV 2/564-2, continuing with page 55 

 
 …Colepaugh did not appear so I told the man a statement claiming the bags, and they gave 
the two bags to me.  I took these two bags to the check room of the Pennsylvania Railroad and 
checked them. I slept that night, December 21, 1944, at 39 Beekman Place. 
… “When I arrived at 39 Beekman Place, I talked to the lady who was there and asked 
where Caldwell was and she indicated he left one hour ago on December 21, 1944 taking two 
bags and stating he would spend Christmas with his family.  I did not know where his family 
was located.  I thought he was trying to get away with the money.  
KV 2/564-2, page 58 

 
 
KV 2/564-2, page 59 

 
 At about 5:00 p.m. November 29, 1944, U-1230 took a bearing on a light at Great 
Duck Island and Baker Island, …November 29th, 1944, U-1230 scraped the chain of a buoy 
… 

↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 
 
↓ 



KV 2/564-2, page 60 

 
 At about 11:00 p.m. November 29, U-1230 with its coning tower still above water, 
turned around to the South East and ran into about 300 yards off the beach where it stopped.  
At this point a rubber boat was put into the water which boat was boarded by Colepaugh and 
Erich Gimpel, and Colepaugh and Gimpel went ashore in this boat.  
KV 2/564-2, page 64 

 
Hans ------------ 
Colepaugh stated he first met Hans at the Espionage School at Den Haag. He said Hans; an 
individual named ….He said Hans and Max went to Berlin from Den Haag two or three days 
before Colepaugh and Gimpel proceeded to Berlin. 
KV 2/564-3, page 1  
Hans being identified by Colepaugh being Hans Zuehlsdorff 
KV 2/564-3, page 17 

 
(AOB, Seehof) 
 The first of these codes involved the … 
This code was used to keep in touch with Berlin and also used as a practice code by various 
students at the school to communicate by radio with another nearby other school in Holland. 
Colepaugh advised that he did not know where the other school was located but that the two 
schools, namely the school at Den Haag and the other school in Holland, were called Seehof 
and Koohof? (Koo-off). He was of the opinion that these schools were close together, 
probably within 50 kilometres of each other but had never been to the other school.  
 



KV 2/564-3, page 20 

 
 Colepaugh was questioned relative to the position of Gimpel had private office in 
Amt-6 headquarters in Berlin located on Berkaerstrasse (AOB, 32-37). He also had a private 
secretary whose last name is Worbs (AOB, Worms??) and who was formerly engaged 
criminal policewoman or in some other capacity attached to the criminal police office.  He 
advised that the doors of Amt-6 headquarters in Berlin were guarded by men wearing SS 
uniform with a double SS on the label.  He stated that Gimpel had a credential card, or 
identification card, with his photograph and signature on it.  The card was yellow in colour, 
about the size of a penny postcard in the United States with a diagonal stripe running across 
on corner. Colepaugh believes that it had green colour.   The card had approximately sixteen 
small raised circles on it each presenting a different building, office or organization requiring 
identification to enter.  If the circle was punched out the holder of the card could not go into 
that particular place.  Colepaugh advised that Gimpel’s card had only one punch mark thus 
indicating that he was a high figure in Amt-6 (AOB, Mil Amt VI) He advised that Gimpel’s 
secretary had all the circles punched out with the exception of one which presumably was the 
headquarters building where she worked. 
KV 2/564-3, page 30 

 
 Colepaugh further advised that he was never taken to the Havel Institute, which is the 
Radio Headquarters of Amt 6.  He advised that to the best of his knowledge the Havel 
Institute is located near the Havel River in the direction of Potsdam on the outskirts of Berlin. 

 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
 



KV 564-3, page 36 

 
…….. Denker and Colepaugh left Berlin the following day, which was approximately 30th of 
June, 1944, and, after meeting Collins at the railroad station in Berlin, they went by train to 
Den Haag. 
KV 2/564-3, page 39 

 
… Gimpel was asked to describe, in more detail, the building in which AMT#6 was housed 
and its exact location in Berlin. He said that the building was on Berkaerstrasse and that it did 
not have a single address number, but had several numbers which he could not recall (AOB, 
32 – 37).  He said that the building was long and narrow with a bent at one end, due to the 
curve of the street.  He stated that the building looked like a school or an American factory 
building and that it was about 300 metres long. He also said that it was a new structure. 

 
 This building was in the neighbourhood of Hohenzollerndamm.  He further described 
its location as being as being in the neighbourhood of Schmargendorf, and that is situated 
between there and Friedenau, which are adjoining sections of the city of Berlin.  He said that 
to get to the building where Amt#6 was located, he took the elevated “S” Bahn to the 
Schmargendorf Station and then he would walk southwest on Mecklenburgische Allee for 
about twenty minutes to reach the building.  He advised that by street car from the “S” Bahn 
Station at Schmargendorf it was four street car stops (AOB, Bushaltestellen).  Which is the 
oldest and innermost section of Berlin.  He said that he lived in Charlottenburg and that he 
knew that section well.  

↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
 



KV 2/564-3, continue page 39 

 
 The whole building was devoted to Amt#6 and to the best of  his recollection the room 
where he would go was numbered something like 240 or 270.  He said that office consisted of 
two rooms, the stenographers being in a sort of reception room, and S.S. First Lieutenant 
Gross being in the adjoining office.  The reception room had five had five or six desks in it, 
and S.S. Lieutenant Hamann sat there.  He said that there were altogether four different 
stenographers that he saw at the office but that there only were two in the room at any time. 
KV 2/564-3, page 40 

 
 He said that the building was a three-story one but it should be noted that he explained 
that the ground floor in Germany is not counted as the first floor, so in describing it as a three-
story building he meant that there were three floors above the ground floor. 

 
 Gimpel said that there were several hundred people employed in this building and that 
most of them were civilians.  He did see Army and Navy officers, as well as S.S. officers, 
enter and leave the building, but few of the employees were in uniform. 
KV 2/564-3, page 42 

 
Gimpel stated that he had never been in the office of the R.S.H.A headquarters 
(REICHSSICHERHEITSHAUPTAMT) on the Friedrichsstrasse near the Air Ministry 
Building in Berlin. Gimpel stated that he knows the location of the Air Ministry in Berlin, but 
that he does not recall that there was an R.S.H.A. building nearby (AOB, Prinz 
Albrechtstrasse (Allee?)) 

 
 The Garitte report lists Amt#6 as being located at Berkaerstrasse 34/36 
Charlottenburg, Berlin.  Gimpel stated that this he did not recall the exact street number….. 

↓ 
↓ 
↓ 



KV 2/564-3, page 58 

 
 In December of 1935 he left Germany for South America, sailing on the British ship 
Orbita.  He said that he had signed a contract with a man named H. Burger, who in turn 
represented Sears Roebuck and Company of Chicago, Illinois in Lima, Peru.    Burger was 
engaged in the business of importing radios, ice boxes, amplifiers and like articles into Peru, 
and he needed the service of a technical man to repair and assemble such products.  Gimpel 
said that he signed a four-year contract and that he had some trouble with the German 
authorities before they would let him leave the country.  He was told at the time that they did 
not want specialists to leave Germany and that if there was any law whereby they could keep 
him from going they would not let him go.  However, at that time there was no such law in 
Germany. 
KV 2/564-3, page 59 

 
 After Burger’s disappearance, Gimpel was without a job, and he said that he thereupon 
set up his own radio repair shop which he operated in Lima, Peru for about one and one-half 
years. This repair shop was located on Lescano Calle. He said the he was in business alone, 
though he employed several mechanics. 

 
 After being in the business for a year and one-half Gimpel said that he was approached 
by officials of Telefunken, a German organisation specializing in the production of radios and 
radio equipment.   He explained that Telefunken was becoming very active in South America 
and that it decided to open a of business in Peru.  He said that that company needed someone 
to handle the technical emend of their business and he was hired to that type of work.  They 
had a department where equipment was assembled and repaired which employed about eight 
mechanics. Gimpel said that he was in charge of this department and that all together the 
company had about twenty employees at the office in Lima, Peru. 

↓ 
↓ 



KV 2/564-3, page 60 

 
 He said that while he was in South America he travelled about Peru on pleasure trips 
in his automobile and he mentioned having travelled eastward across the Andes Mountings 
and down to the other side of the jungle region around the head waters of the Amazon River.  
After his marriage in 1941 his wife accompanied him on such trips. 

 
 He stated that he married Marliss Richter in 1941 at Lima, Peru. Marliss Richter was 
the daughter of Adolf Richter who operated a hotel called Europa at Chiclayo, Peru, which is 
about 500 miles north of Lima.  Adolf Richter was an Austrian by birth, though at the time of 
Gimpel’s marriage with his daughter he was a Peruvian citizen.  Marliss Richter, Gimpel’s 
wife, was born in Berlin, Germany 1921, but she came to Peru when she was very young and 
was also a Peruvian citizen.  In respect to his wife’s relatives Gimpel said that she had a sister, 
Doris, single, who lived in Chiclayo, and a brother, Ralph, a school boy about twelve years 
old at the time of Gimpel’s departure from Peru. 

 
 Gimpel stated that after he returned to Germany in August of 1942 he learned from 
other repatriates that his father-in-law, Adolph Richter, was interned at Camp Kenedy, Texas, 
the same camp at which Gimpel had been interned. 
KV 2/564-3, page 66 

 
…Gimpel stated that the school (AOB, Seehof?) area consisted of a high wall within which 
were located buildings. This area was located in the suburbs of The Hague, and its looked as 
though the wall had newly been built around the particular enclosure containing the school 
buildings.  … (AOB, it was clearly situated in an area named: Scheveningen!) 



KV 2/564-3, page 67 

 
 Gimpel was at the school for about three and one-half weeks. He stated that he had 
two other individuals were in his class and received instructions from Captain (AOB, Hptm.) 
Winterfeld (AOB Winterfeldt?) relative to current political developments in other European 
countries.  Gimpel stated that de did not attend any other class in the school and that he spent 
much of his time walking around the estate engaging sports, swimming, and horseback riding.  
Gimpel stated that one of reasons for going to the school was to recuperate from a malaria 
attack and he was told that at the school he could have opportunities to engage in sports and 
outdoor activities. 
KV 2/564-4, page 27 

 
 William Curtis Colepaugh and Erich Gimpel the two men captured, were both 
sentenced to hanged on Ferbruary 14.   ‘Wanted’ notices covering the following three 
Germans believed to be under orders to enter the U.S. for the purposes of espionage and 
sabotage were issued bt the F.B.I. on January 19: 
 Max Christian Johannes Schumann aged 44,… former commercial adviser for a 
German firm in Bogota.  Arrived at San Francisco from Colombia April 1942, repatriated on 
S.S. Drottingholm, July 15, 1942 
 Hans Rudolf Christian Zuehldorft, b. October 22, 1919 …former adviser for a German 
firm in Bogota.  Arrived at San Francisco from Colombia April 1942, repatriated on S.S. 
Drottingholm, July 15, 1942 
 Oscar Max Wilms, born Hamburg 1907 ….former partner in German import-export 
firm in Managua. Repeated passages through the U.S. between Germany and South America 
between 1936 and 1938, entered U.S. from Nicaragua May 1942, repatriated on S.S. 
Gripsholm, February 15, 1944. 
See for further details file page 34/35↓ 

↓ 
↓ 



KV 2/564-4, page 33 

 
 SS Obersturmführer Lange.  Berlin SS-Kavallerie-Divisionen. 
In the Columbine organisation.   Anti-Nazi.  Liaison officer of the SS Cavalry Div. and 
travelled a lot in 1943.  Helped Columbine to escape.    
 
KV 2/564-4, page 53 

 
…..Colepaugh gave a description of Gimpel and said that he had some Peruvian background, 
and that he read Peruvian newspapers. The F.B.I. therefore covered every newsstand in New 
York where Peruvian newspapers were sold and caught Gimpel in one day. (AOB 1 week). 
AOB, this is the real reason why and how he was caught! Not clearly to be found in the 
real F.B.I. interrogation reports. 
 
KV 2/564-4, page 85 

 
AOB this message might point in forgoing ULTRA information at hand to the British! 
But it was considered too delicate to exploit it.   

 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 



KV 2/564-4, page 86 

 
Date of Receipt 22.11.44  
Director Naval Intelligence has just informed Mounted Police without disclosing source or 
reliability of information that submarine is now on way to Canada with German agent on 
board. Can you throw any light on this. 

 
Closure of KV 2/564-4 page 86 

 
30-12’17 
KV 2/403-2, page 55 

 
Radl knows of only two agents sent to the United States both of whom were caught 
immediately. William Colepaugh … and Gimpel who worked for the SD in Spain??? 
Amt VI-D trained them in sabotage and W/T operation at A-Schule West, The Hague .. 
(AOB, Scheveningen!) 
 
 


	Erich Gimpel
	German secret agent
	Post prison life
	Film


