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KV 2/107-1, page 3 

 

Name:  Waldberg, Jose Rudolph 
Born at: Mainz 
on:  15.7.18 
Inf: 
1930 1940: Landed on the U.K. German Spy 
         1940: Executed (10.12.1940) 
Date of this Registry paper 24.4.72 
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KV 2/107-1, page4 

 

Jose Waldberg 

KV 2/107-1, page 5 

 
12.9.40 Conversation (AOB, secretly audio-recorded) between Waldberg and Meier 
12.9.40 Report on first approach to spies by German S.S. (AOB, misleading, for non-
civil Crown servants; as I discovered that S.S. stood for: German Secret Service) 
 
KV 2/107-1, page 7 

 
13.10.41  To Captain Finney enclosing photographs of three Dymchurch spies (these 
men had been executed in December 1940, but the exception of Sjoerd Pons) 
 
KV 2/107-1, page 7 

 
21.8.59 Copy of letter from Home Office     Minute 40a 
28.8.59 Copy of letter to Home Office     Minute 41a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/107-1, page 9 

 
Liquidation Report. 

     Waldberg, Jose, Rudolph 
     Meier Carl Heinrich Cornelis Ernst 
     Pons Sjoerd 
     Van den Kieboom Charles Albert 
 In the early afternoon of 2nd September, 1940, two single masted Diesel-engined 
fishing boats, “La Mascotte” and “Rose du Carmel”, left Le Touquet for Boulogne where they 
waited for a favourable tide to cross to England. On leaving Boulogne each boat was  taken in 
tow by a German mine-sweeper and conducted across the Channel to with a mile or so of the 
English coast south of Dungeness. After sailing some distance in a westerly direction two 
rowing boats were put out and in these climbed Jose Rudolf (discrepancy between what 
previously had been noticed Rudolph) Waldberg and Karl (Carl according his passport, see 
Part I of the first Seelöwe chapter) Heinrich “Cornelis Ernst”(the latter two names “ ” are not 
in accordance with his passport, shown also in Part I of the first chapter) from “La Mascotte” 
and Sjoerd Pons and Charles Albert van den Kieboom from the “Rose du Carmel”.  Poor 
visibility enabled the rowing boats to approach the shore without being seen. As they drew 
near to land Waldberg and Meier sighted a patrol boat in the distance and fearing trouble 
immediately threw overboard , as previously instructed, a weighted package containing the 
circular code and two maps. With no further mishap the occupants of the first boat landed in 
the early morning of Tuesday 3rd September, on the beach between Dungeness and Rye, and 
those of the second between Rye and Dymchurch 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/107-1, page 9 

 
Arrest. 
 Waldberg and Meier fastened their boat and unloaded their hand luggage, unpacked a wireless 
transmitter (notice: they possessed no means of receiving a W/T signal) and transferred a sack of food, 
which was to heavy to carry far, to a small empty motor boat higher up the beach.  They had been told 
that their own rowing boat would be washed out by the receding tide and leave no trace of their 
arrival.   Meier partly hid the wireless transmitting set in the sand and as it still early morning both 
went to sleep for a couple of hours against the wall of a house. As down came they crept across an 
open stretch of land to a ditch  and found suitable hiding for themselves. And their possessions near a 
shrub. About 9 a.m. Meier, who spoke English well, set off in the direction of Lydd to find a drink. 
(AOB, lunatic: they have not been equipped with drinks, for more than a single day; for a supposed 
stay (remaining time) of at least 10 days!) Entering an In he fell into conversation with an air raid 
warden with whom he had some drinks. A question as to the number of military in the district caused 
the warden to ask Meier for his Identity Card.  Meier explained that he had no card and was a refugee 
who had arrived the previous night. By mistake he said “We arrived here last night”, thus disclosing 
the arrival of other members of the party.  Meier was immediately taken into custody and was the first 
of  the four spies to be interrogated. After three and a half hours of prevarication, he told briefly the 
true story of his journey and mission and gave the police directions as to where he could find 
Waldberg. 
 Meanwhile Waldberg, who could speak very little English, waited the whole day for Meier’s 
return. At 8.30 p.m. he decided to send out his first wireless message using an emergency code which 
he had written in his note book and reporting their safe landing and position and the jettisoning of 
some of their papers.  Between 5 and 6 a.m. on 4.9.40 he sent a second message reporting the arrest of 
Meier and his own difficult position;  he requested an aeroplane to be sent on Friday evening. A third 
message was ready for dispatch when Waldberg was arrested.  Waldberg wrote out all three messages 
in the pocket book with the code, which was found on him on his arrest.      
 Pons and van den Kieboom had an even shorter liberty in this country. On landing they 
opened the fenders of their boat to unpack the wireless set and Van den Kieboom began to carry their 
various belongings to the other side of the coastal road, at the same time looking for a hiding place. 
Two officers happened to pass by car, pulled up, challenged van den Kieboom and took him in charge.  
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KV 2/107-1, page 10 

 
While waiting to be handed over to the police van den Kieboom found opportunity to destroy 
his code, amp and reagent for secret ink by pushing them down the lavatory.  Pons, after 
unpacking the wireless set from the shock-absorber, approached a group of people standing 
not far away and explained he was a Dutch refugee and asked where he was. He too was 
handed over to the police.  
 All four spies were interrogated at Seabrook Police Station.  Pons was the last to be 
questioned, but the first to give a straight-forward statement.  He said it had been their 
intention to report everything to the police. 
 By 6.9.40 the four spies were housed at Camp 020. The equipment with which had 
been provided consisted of:- 
KV 2/107-1, page 10 + 11 

 
Early history and Recruitment by G.S.S.  (German Secret Service; and not the S.S.!) 
1.  Jose Rudolf Waldberg @ Henri Lassudry (spy name Dubois). 
 Waldberg is the son of a German father and an Alsatian mother and was born at Mainz 
on 15.7.18. (AOB, thus at a time that Alsace belonged legally to the German Reich). His 
father died in 1935 and his mother (nee Matia Andres) married a Frenchman named Dubois.  
From 1926 to 1935 Waldberg attended a boarding school near Paris.  He now speaks a kind of 
fluent but uneducated French, halting platt-deutsch and a little English.   Waldberg described 
himself as “a German citizen but rather more of a Frenchman.  Soon after his father’s death a 
certain Edmund Müller (also known as Mr. Edmund) a friend of his father, took Waldberg 
from school to St. Julien, Doubes, where he lived with his mother for about a year.  During 
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1936 or early 1937 a stranger arrived at St. Julien with a special police order to take the 
mother and son back to Germany, Waldberg himself thought this order might have been the 
result of anti-Nazi sentiments expressed by his mother.  The mother refused to go but 
Waldberg was taken to Wiesbaden, where a G.S.S. centre existed for three days where he was 
questioned by the police.  Further persuasion failed to induce the mother to change her 
decision but in May 1937 Waldberg was again taken to Wiesbaden, this time by Müller 

 
Müller, and told he must return to France to work for Germany collecting information on factories and 
the political situation. He was allotted the Paris, Oise and Seine districts and pay was fixed at 10 RM a 
day but in addition he drew on Müller for considerable sums. He was also provided with false papers 
as French citizen.  Waldberg remained in France in this capacity from July 1937 up to 4th April 1938. 
He was then instructed to return to Wiesbaden where for a year he acted as office messenger 
delivering incoming code telegrams and was, at the same time, instructed in the English and French 
road systems before being smuggled into France again in June 1939 to obtain information on the war 
preparations, the political situation and morale.  He carried out these and other instructions sent to him 
in secret writing until 15.8.39 when, after a brief holyday, he joined Müller and went to Brussels on 
9.9.39 (AOB, as at that time France and Germany were at war, he must have entered Belgium via 
France), remaining there until 23.8.40. During this time he lived at the house of a German Commercial 
Attaché, Place d’Arrego, and sent report reports to Wiesbaden on the state of the public opinion in 
Belgium.  He also reported regularly at the German Embassy. (AOB, consequently, Belgium and 
Germany were not yet at war).  For his work he received free lodging and 80 RM a week.  
 Between March and June 1940 he was posted as secretary for the interrogation of French 
officers to Major Schmidt, who was in charge of an interment camp at Mainz (AOB, Mainz and 
Wiesbaden are twin-cities both on one side of the Rhine border). It was while he was in Mainz (not 
Wiesbaden at the “Eiserne Hand”?) that Waldberg was told he was to undertake a special mission for 
Germany in England. Any disinclination he may have felt for such work was dispelled by the fact that 
he believed two of this friends at Wiesbaden, Metzger and Westerhofer, were summarily shot for 
refusing to go to England. On June 14/15 he returned to Brussels to begin training  for this special 
mission and stayed first in the rue du Conseil and later with Koch, whom he had seen at Wiesbaden, at 
the avenue Gribeaumont.  

↓ 
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KV 2/107-1, page 11 

 
 Immediately before his execution, Waldberg wrote a statement which gives an entirely 
different story of his life.  He there professes to have been a dairyman and to have visited Denmark in 
the course of his business. These visits became of interest to the Germans who whished to make him 
work for them. This story gives no explanation of the extensive information which Waldberg has 
supplied about the Wiesbaden G.S.S. (German Secret Service, and not at all related to the S.S.) centre. 
Waldberg has apparently produced another variation of his story for the benefit of Meier in which he 
claimed Swiss nationality but this, again, does not tally with the information he gave under 
interrogation. 

 
2.    Karl (Carl) Heinrich (Cornelis Ernst, not conform his passport), spy name Milch (Dutch).  
 Meier was born at Koblenz on 18.10.16. His father, a German dies in 1921 when his mother 
took him to Holland (her native country) and they both became naturalised Dutch.  His mother later 
married W.C.F.A. Waltmeyer, who is said by Meier to be an enthusiastic admirer of the German 
Army. During the invasion of Holland van Waltmeyer was arrested but was released three days later. 
 Meier went to school in Holland. After a round trip to America in 1934 of the freighter 
“Delfshaven” he was bale, with the help of some money held in a trust for him by his uncle Karl Ernst 
Meier of Freiburg, to enter himself as a medical student at Freiburg University from autumn 1934 to 
spring 1937.  Here he first met his fiancé Margret Monseley, an American. In spring 1937 he travelled 
with Miss Moseley to Berlin and continued his studies there until the summer of 1938 but not enough 
money to complete them.  He then applied for an immigration visa to the U.S.A., but clearly in 1939, 
to avoid further delays and with the help of a affidavit from Mr. Moseley (Margret’s father in the U.S.) 
he went to the U.S.A. on a visitor’s visa.  On arrival in America he tried first to enlist in the U.S. 
Army. He then obtained a part share in a scholarship at Chicago University and finally in July 1939, in 
response to a postcard from the American Consulate in Rotterdam, he returned to Europe to collect an 
immigration visa which had unexpectedly come through for him in connection with his first 
application; but, instead of attending immediately to this business, he joined a friend from the boat in a 
motoring tours through Germany and Austria. When he eventually reached Rotterdam he found his 
visitor’s visa had automatically cancelled his immigration application and it would take him eight 
years to get on the preference quota. 
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KV 2/107-1, page 12 

 
 On 11.10.39 Meier, who states that he medically rejected for military service, obtained a post 
in the Food Control Department at the Hague, At the same table as himself worked Vorrink, a member 
of the N.S.D.A.P. (N.S.N.A.P.), who tried to interest Meier in worked Vorrink, a member of the good 
jobs with the German and of landing in England by parachute.  Meier thereupon joined the Party and 
the S.A. (AOB, S.A did not exist in the Netherlands, maybe an equivalent of the N.S.B.) because he 
thought it wisest at that time “to play the good German” through Holland had not yet been invaded. In 
a confused way he thought his membership of the Party might help him to reach America. Where he 
still intended to live. 

 
 Vorrink introduced Meier to Goyvaerts, a Group Leader in the N.S.D.A.P. (N.S.N.A.P.) at the 
Hague who on July 26th invited Meier to spend the evening at him flat. Goyvaerts told him the 
Germans needed men with a knowledge of English and morse for work involving a certain risk. Meier 
said he would accept such work. Vorrink himself refused to do so as he suspected the volunteers 
would be sent to England with wireless transmitting apparatus. On the 28th Meier again visited 
Goyvaerts’ flat together two other recruits for the work, de Vreede (an American) and Klein 
Nagelvoort. All three were introduced to Kurt Mirow @ Kapitän Meyer (AOB, see for his post war 
information further down the current files), who also wore a Rittmeister’s uniform. (AOB, Rittmeister 
a former ranking originating from the days of the Cavalry; it equalled Htpm. which is in Anglo-Saxon 
equivalent of a Captain), and his assistant  Dr. Erfurt and Goyvaerts’ proposal was renewed in general 
terms.  On July 31st the party assembled again and left for Brussels. After a riotous fortnight at the 
Hotel Metropole  and Les Ambassadeurs, the volunteers were taken to 4, rue Stevin and called upon to 
sign a Sonderauftrag, undertaking to go to England and send information from there.  Kurt Mirow and 
Kohler?(Köhler) @ Dr. Kühn explained that the men would not furnish military information and 
would thus avoid the penalties of spying.  It was also explained that it would take too long to introduce 
them into England via Lisbon as neutral tourists.  Meier signed the undertaking; the other two refused.  
Even after signing, Meier received no clear explanation of what would be required of him but he was 
given training for his new work. 
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3.Sjoerd Pons – spy name Pleite (Dutch). 
 Pons was born at Amsterdam on 5.6.12 of Dutch parents.  His wife, Katherina van Slingerland 
is also Dutch and there are no children.  He last address in Holland was Fraunhoferstraat 12, 
Amsterdam (Watergraafsmeer).  As a merchant in building materials he appears to have worked for 
his father and before the present war visited Belgium, France and French Morocco on business. He 
was a member of the Dutch National Socialist Party (AOB, which not existed! The Dutch fascist party 
was called NSB, some time, however, the once existed also a: N.S.N.A.P.) and during interment (in 
England) has expressed anti-Semitic views as well as admiration for German efficiency. In 1938 he 
was conscripted into the 5th Regiment of Infantry.  In 1939 he was called up again for military service 
and served as an N.C.O. (None commissioned Officer)(= Uffz.) in the Red Cross at Zeist.  After the 
surrender of the Dutch Army he returned to Amsterdam and tried to take up his business again.  On 
20.7.40 he was visited by an anonymous Dutchman who threatened him with the consequences of 
smuggling Devisen Marks (currencies) if he did not agree to work for the Gestapo (incorrect, but looks 
at least impressive).  Some few days later Pons, with his friend van den Kieboom, reported to the 
Germans at the Victoria Hotel (opposite the Amsterdam Central Station), Amsterdam and on 26.7.40 
they were taken to Brussels by a German Rittmeister named Meyer (@ Kurt Mirow; his real name; we 
will encounter later Mirow’s name in post war days) to train for their work. 

 
4.Charles Albert van den Kieboom, spy name Kirche. (Dutch). 
 Van den Kieboom was born on 6.9.14 in Takarazuka, Japan of a Dutch father and a 
Japanese mother who died early∙  During his childhood he spoke for the most part English at 
an English mission school.  In 1927 his father brought him to Belgium where he learned to 
speak French, German and Dutch. He soon lost sight of his father, who met with financial 
reserves and left his son to the care of friends. In 1932 the father returned to Japan where he is 
still living. 
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KV 2/107-1, page 13 

 
Van den Kieboom began work in 1932 as a lift-boy in the Carlton Hotel, Amsterdam (where 
he came to know Punsley, a former British agent), and later became reception clerk and 
telephone operator.  After nine months’(military) conscript service, in  1934/35 he was taken 
on as assistant receptionist at the Victoria Hotel, Amsterdam (opposite the Central Station). 
At first interrogation van den Kieboom. At his first interrogation van den Kieboom admitted 
he knew the Victoria Hotel was a “German hotel”.  During 1936 Pons and van den Kieboom 
first became friends.  In 1936 also van den Kieboom lost his job and returned to the Carlton 
Hotel for six months. At the end of that period he was asked to go back to the Victoria Hotel 
and this time he stayed until 1939 when, being in bad favour with the new management and 
having also embezzled some money, he himself unemployed. Following a short period as 
clerk in a church hostel van den Kieboom was called up for military service in the Red Cross 
in 1939. After the capitulation of Holland he was demobilised and began to look for in 
Amsterdam.  This was difficult to find. He applied to a former porter  (now director) of the 
Victoria Hotel, who had nothing to offer.  But shortly afterwards, about 20.7.40 there called 
on him a man speaking fluent Dutch who seemed to know all about his life and whom van 
den Kieboom thought might have been sent by the director, though the man himself professed 
to come from van den Kieboom’s later Company Commander.  This man asked van den 
Kieboom if he would be willing to work for the Germans and the latter assumed from the 
conversation that the work would consist of being a chauffeur in Brussels and thereupon 
accepted. Two days later a German civilian (was from the military Abwehr) calling himself 
Meyer (@ Kurt Mirow)(his real name) took him to a dinner at the Victoria Hotel and, after 
sizing him up offered to find employment for van den Kieboom and Pons in Brussels. On 
26.7.40 both men were  taken to Brussels.  Van den Kieboom asserted under interrogation that 
it was only when he had reported in Brussels and asked for an explanation of the need for 
training that he and Pons were the option of undertaking a mission to England on behalf of 
Germany or being sent to a concentration camp for smuggling Devisen Marks.  Van den 
Kieboom tried to convince his interrogators that he accepted the first alternative in the believe 
that it offered him a chance of surrendering to the British authorities. 
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KV 2/107-1,  page 13 

 
Training. 
1.Brussels. 
 Waldberg was the first of the spies-in-training to arrive in Brussels. He came from Mainz on 
15.6.40 (AOB, by this time France had not yet surrendered to the Germans) (on the left-hand of the 
River Rhine bank; Wiesbaden lays on the right-hand Rhine river-bank)(The Abwehr site was located 
in Wiesbaden)  Meier arrived last, on 31.7.40 (both Waldberg and Meier were a couple, as were: van 
den Kieboom and Pons) with a fifth spy, Peter Schroeder ++ 

And Pons and van den Kieboom on 26.7.40.  Training was given at two addresses:- 
 4, rue Stevin (apparently an empty house) 
 48, rue Josef II 
Waldberg was already a member of the G.S.S. (German Secret Service; like the British  S.I.S Secret 
Intelligence Service of M.I.6) (AOB, I don’t understand why the British interrogators deliberately 
notice SS, which is incorrect and should know it!) also had access to the Abwehr Headquarters at: 
 63 rue de la Loi. (Wetstraat in Brussels)  
 
The five men were allowed hardly and social intercourse together. Training was taken separately 
except for Pons and van den Kieboom who already knew each other and it was only shortly before 
they left Brussels that they all met. 
 The organisation of the German Abwehr centre in Brussels at this time was as follows:- 
Obstlt. Weber  Gave instructions in secret ink at rue Josef II. Waldberg said he saw him also  
@ Rosy @ Duvreuil at Wiesbaden and Mainz. Said to have English friends in diplomatic circles.  
   Speaks English, Dutch and some French. 
Dr. Köhler  Gave instructions on information required from England. Also visited  
@ Dr. Kuehn  Wimille.  Speaks French and German 
 Lt. Werner Uhln General instructor at rue Josef II. Waldberg stated he was principal  
@ Weber  assistant to Major Seynsburg (Sensburg) 
++ A list of agents mentioned by these four spies is given in … 
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Lt Uhl @ Werner:  This was apparently the man Waldberg was to bring over to England … 
KV 2/107-1, page 14 
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Leutnant Werner Uhln Speaks English, French, Italian, Spanish and  
      Malay. 
 
Kapt. Meyer (Hptm)     
@ Kurt Mirow (latter is his real name)} Morse instructors at rue Stevin 
Schnacke      } 
Schrie                   } 
 Schrie and later Schracke gave lessons in morse and in transmitting messages for one or two 
hours a day in a top floor room at, rue 4, Stevin.  Meier believed the messages they would send from 
England would be received in Brussels. At 48 rue Josef II Köhler and later Werner gave five or six 
lessons in the course of a week on the organisation of the British Army and the kind of information 
they were to send from England.  Köhler handed out the money with which the spies landed.  He also 
informed his pupils that several spies had already left for England and had experienced no difficulty in 
landing. (as not encountered our four friends too) 
2.Chateau de Wimille. 
 Between August 26th and 31st the five men were taken to Boulogne and lodged in a villa 
known as the Chateau de Wimille on the outskirts of the village of Wimille.  This chateau of 15/20 
rooms stood in an isolated position and was furnished with a guard. 
 Training here consisted of a short lesson of 20 or 30 minutes given by Köhler in the same 
general term as before. Waldberg had some practice in transmitting messages to the rue de la Loi 
(Wetstraat in Brussels). The party stayed at Wimille about a week and had a good time. Members of 
the German Secret Service staff seen at the chateau were as follows:- 
 
Major Seynsburg (Senburg) Visited the Chateau once while the spies were there. 
 
Korvetten Kapt. Platz Klaps Appeared to be in charge. (But all four men agreed 

that the Commanding Naval Officer did not sleep at 
the Chateau but visited it for short periods each day) 

 
Dr. Köhler @ Kuehn 
Oblt. Weber 
 
Hasselbrinck W/T operator 
 
Schmidt 
                } German sailors 
Siegmann 
 
3.Paris Plage. 
  About 8 a.m. on September 2nd the party of four spies left Wimille in two cars for Paris Plage 

in the company of of Korvetten Kapt. Klaps.  At a villa in the centre of the town, next door to the 
headquarters of the German invasion troops, the four men were handed over to Major Seynsburg 
(Sensburg), who was treated by Klaps with some respect. The Major spoke to each spy separately 
for about ten minutes and indicated on the map the point on the English coast at which they were 
to land and the area where they were to operate. After lunch the spies were taken by car to a small 
jetty on the river estuary and a motor-boat carried them 200 yards out of the river, where “La 
Mascotte” and “Rose du Carmel” were lying for anchor.  Klaps superintended the departure of the 
expedition and accompanied it some distance in “La Mascotte”.   

 
 

↓ 
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Trial. 
 On 24.10.40, all four spies left Camp 020 and were subsequently tried at the Old 
Bailey. Walberg, Meier and Van den Kieboom were found guilty of espionage. Waldberg and 
Meier were hung at Pentonville Prison on 10.12.40. Van den Kieboom at first asked leaved 
for appeal but later withdrew his request and was hung on 17.12.40. Pons was found not 
guilty on the ground that he was forced into the work against his will. On 10.2.41 he returned 
to Camp 020 where he remained in internment. 
Conclusions. 
 The whole conduct of this expedition reflects the urgency of events in September 
1940.  France had fallen, the German Army was massing at the French Channel ports for an 
invasion of the British Isles and the battle of Britain was already being fought out over 
southern England.  Preparation in advance by fifth columnists and spies is an important 
feature of Nazi invasion and the same procedure was to be expected in this country. It is hard 
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to believe there were no other expeditions than the one described here. Waldberg in fact 
referred to a party, including Peter Schneider, which was to have landed near Plymouth but 
was stopped and questioned by a naval patrol boat; representing himself to be fishermen they 
avoided suspicion and managed to return to France. 
 
 The manner in which the expedition was planned sheds on the German position of the 
time. An element of blackmail entered into the recruiting of three of the spies.  The training of 
all was extremely sketchy  and instructions at times contradictory.  Equipment was 
inadequate; they were, for instance landed in a Defence Area without any civilian papers.  
Detailed instructions for their behaviour on landing were completely omitted, a fact which 
assisted in their speedy arrest. Invasion spies need not all be highly trained and equipped but 
the lack of organisation on this expedition seems rather to indicate a state of unpreparedness 
on the part of the Germans.  The fall of France had come unexpectedly soon and the rapid and 
enormous adjustments of plan for a further invasion led to confusion and failure in technique 
at some points.  
 
 The speedy arrest of these four spies brought invaluable into British hands, among 
which were the names and descriptions of potential agents, names of British contacts and 
information on the organisation of the German Secret Service. The British Secret Service was 
thus provided at a crucial moment in the war with a skeleton plan of enemy espionage 
activities near our shores. Nor was the usefulness of this information limited to immediate 
events.  When François Dekker @ Druecke  was brought to Camp 020 one of the few 
admissions he made was that he recognised another internee as having been reception clerk at 
a hotel where he had stayed in Amsterdam (Victoria Hotel, opposite the Central Station). The 
interne was identified as van den Kieboom and the hotel as the Victoria, a centre of the 
German Secret Service activity.  A later arrival at Camp 020, Johan Johansen Strandmoen 
(likely a Belgium name) when confronted with the photos of these four spies and news of the 
executions, confessed that he had been a member of the crew of the “Rose du Carmel” when 
it brought over Pons and van den Kieboom. Information from other spies, notably Goesta 
Caroli and Wolf Schmidt, confirmed and amplified the details of the German Secret Service 
work. 
 
Camp 020. 
5.2.42 

 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
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German Secret Service Centre at Wiesbaden. (AOB, code-name Wilja) 
 
 This control station, which Waldberg stated was divided into something like ten sections  
each with a Obst. at its head was in action before the advance of the German Army into  
France and the Low Countries. (AOB, their main area of concern were: France and Belgium  
and beyond) After these advances Waldberg claims that the personnel of this centre were 
moved to and thereafter functioned from Brussels. 

 The general code letter for Wiesbaden was Z.  Members were referred to by Z plus a letter 
or number, e.g. Za or Z20.  While at Wiesbaden Waldberg was Z22; when he was away on 
mission he was Zh8. 
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 Staff of 400 – 500. 

Head of Centre. Main Office. 
 
General Kuehn (Adolf) Hitlerstrasse 8 
   Wiesbaden. 
 
Section 1.(Military Espionage) 
 
Obstlt. Werner @ Werner Uhl Coordinates and directs the work. Senior Lt.  
   of  even? Of the other sections is ex officio a  
   member. 
 
Obstlt. Weber @ Rosy @ Duvreul 
Werner’s deputy. 
 
Oblt. Paul Koch Formerly of Java (Indonesia), San Sebastian  
   and the U.K. where he worked in a hotel.  
   Waldberg thought Koch would be dropped by  
   parachute in Norfolk or Suffolk in the near future  
 
Section II.(regularly in Abwehr: sabotage) 
 
Obst. Meyer @ Reuye Recruits, trains and despatches agents to the U.K. 
(titular head) 
 
Maj. Seynburg (Sensburg) 
Werner 
Weber 
Woman members who report to Werner. 
 
Section III. (Abwehr regularly Counter-Espionage)  
 Deals with countries where there are German  
 minorities.  
 
Other sections Deal with anti-Russian activities and Ukraine 
 
(AOB, When this numbering was really existing this way, Waldberg might have been 
engaged at: Admiral Buerkner’s Auslandsorganisation (A.O. intelligence abroad); a curious 
mixture of political and military control of Germans abroad, mainly Germans stationed or 
living outside direct German jurisdiction)   
 
 
 

↓ 
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Contacts of Meier. 
 
Robert Heidenreich          Meier first met him at the Hotel des Ambassadeurs, Brussels. 

Belonged to a group of potential spies including Nagelvoort and 
Hoogeboom. Had been manager of a garage in Amsterdam. Visited 
Dutch East Indies. (now Indonesia). Speaks Dutch, German, French. 
In the late thirties. 

Hoogeboom Was asked to sign Sonderauftrag at the same time as Meier but 
refused. Ex student Utrecht University. Dutch 26 or 27 years of age. 
Speaks Dutch, German and some French. 

 

Klein-Nagelvoort Was asked to sign Sonderauftrag but refused. Lawyer; 28 years of age. 
Meier thought he was eventually sent to The Hague to work for the 
Germans. (thus after his refusal)  

 

De Vreede Was asked to sign but refused. American. No occupation. (Ohne 
Beruf)  Supposed to be acquiring commercial training in Holland. 19 
years of age.  Meier thought he was eventually sent to Berlin to work 
for the Germans. 

Camp 020. 
5.2.42       (notice: the two Dutch spies, Meier and van den Kieboom were executed in December  
1940)  
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         Home Office 
          Whitehall 
           S.W.1 
        11th December, 1940 
Dear Harker, 
 The Home secretary has been informed that despite our agreement with you that no 
information should be given about the case of “Waldberg” and Meier beyond the information given in 
the official Press notice, the officer who gave a B.B.C. talk yesterday evening gave some information 
which had not been given to our agreed Press notice.  The Press are naturally angry that the B.B.C. 
should have been allowed to disseminate information which was refused to the Press. 
 Can you look into the matter and let the Home Secretary know how it came about that the man 
who gave the broadcast talk was allowed to mention particulars which were not mentioned in the Press 
notice? 
 As the Home Secretary was responsible for the Press notice and responsible for telling the 
Press that no further information could be given them, he will have to bear the blame for allowing the 
man who gave the talk do certain particulars. 
       Yours sincerely 
       Brigadier A.O. Harker, C.B.E.   
 

↓ 
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   ↓ 
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    5th December, 1940 
Dear Cowgill, 
 I am sending you a copy of an after-thought by Jose Waldberg.  Hinchley-Cooke (he 
was among the first interrogators) is taking this to the D.P.P. today to see whether in his 
opinion it alters the legal position in any way. I gather he thinks it does not. 
 One or two particular points occur to me at first glance: 
1)  If Waldberg was only recruited by the German Secret Service some time in March, 1940, 
his story that he was two years at the Wiesbaden Stelle cannot be true.  On the other hand, he 
was very specific in his descriptions of the personnel and activities of the Wiesbaden Stelle 
and if he was not there, then he must have been very well informed, perhaps by Seynsburg 
(Sensburg), about its work, which I am bound to say seems unlikely. 
2)  At the back of my mind is the memory of the reactions of the other three who came with 
Waldberg to his claims that he had been for two years in the German Secret Service.  They 
never really swallowed this and thought that Waldberg was boasting.  
3)  Which story is correct?  It seems to matter very little as we know from other sources that 
Wiesbaden was an important Stelle which used to direct activities against France and the Low 
Countries. 
 
We are left, therefore, with one uncertainty only does this information, even if it is not true, 
reflect upon our statements on Chateau Wimille?   I am not sure that it does myself, since the 
other three also spoke of Wimille. On the other hand, I feel somehow that a warning should 
be given to the persons conducting the enterprise against Wimille that we cannot now be quite 
so certain as to our facts. 
 Supposing that Waldberg’s last statement, as attached is fictitious, I presume the 
motive is to make his case appear similar to that of Pons by representing that he was coerced 
and that thus avoid the worst consequences of his crime. 
       
      Yours sincerely, 
      Captain J.F. Cowgill, O.B.E., 
      S.I.S. (M.I.6)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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W.? (Mr. Smith) 
   Captain Cowgill (M.I.6) rang up yesterday and said that his attention 
had been drawn to a article in a Portuguese newspaper to come from a U.S. press 
correspondence in Amsterdam. (The U.S. and Germany, in Amsterdam too, were not yet at 
war)  The article was to the effect that seven Dutchmen had been arrested in England for 
espionage and cipher documents and one transmitter had been found on them. 

 I should be glad if you would enquire whether any U.S. correspondent has left the 
country within the last month (remember the 4 men had been arrested about 4 September 
1940) either for Lisbon, N. Ireland, Eire or America. 

↓ 
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My dear Roberson, 
 I write to confirm my telephone message of this afternoon to the effect that Portuguese 
newspapers of 16th September (1940) published a United Press message from Amsterdam that 
seven Dutchmen had been arrested in England for espionage.  They had cipher documents and 
one short-wave transmitter. 
        Yours sincerely, 
 
Addressed onto: 
Capt T.A. Robertson,  
(M.I.5) 
(The latter was internally known as “TAR”, throughout the war) 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 26 

KV 2/107-1, page 76 + 77 

 
Summary of information regarding (please notice, it might be still misleading!) 

Birth & Origin. 
 Born 15.7.1918 in Mainz 
 Father Henry Walther Waldberg, German. Courier between Berlin and Paris Embassy  
 – died 1935 
 Mother, Alsatian (by his birth this belonged to the German Reich!), Maria Andres,  
 recently re-married to Frenchman, named Dubois. 
 Language: French, highly uneducated; low German, halting.  
1926: Family settles in Strasbourg: also has place at St.Julien, Doubs. 
1935: mother leaves Strasbourg and settles permanently at St. Julien. 
N.B. Waldberg is not married, but is attached to Helene Ceuppens? (1969 decarded) of  
 Brussels, (73, rue Marie Henriette, whom he claims to have been molested by the  
 Gestapo. (AOB, impossible, as Belgium felt under Military jurisdiction; and the  
 Gestapo did not operate outside Germany. What, eventually might have happened, is,  
 that she was quarrelled by the Feldpolizei, likely not by the S.D. in those days) 
Education: 
 1926 – Jan. ’36:   At private school in ? - ?, near Paris. Taken away by Edmund  
 Müller, a friend of father, to St. Julien soon after father’s death. Remained there about  
 one year. 
First Contact with German Secret Service. 
 Man come to St. Julien and tries to persuade Walberg and mother under threats (I  
 doubt this is true) to return to Germany; mother refuses. 
 Waldberg taken to Wiesbaden for three days and sent back to St. Julien to bring  
 mother: remains some four months still refuses. 
May 1937 
 Fetched by Müller and taken to Wiesbaden; brief instruction in industrial espionage and 
reporting on public opinion. 
(AOB, as there is so much doubt of reliability, that we should skip some sections) 
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Van den Kieboom. 

A.  The date when he was first approached by the German Secret Service, he says, was 20th  
      July. 
 
B.  He was first approached by a Dutchman, who acted as go-between and eventually put him  
      in touch with Captain (Hptm.) Meyer. 
 
C.  He was taken to Brussels on the 26th July (and appears to have left Brussels on the 26th or  
      27th August. 
 
 

Pons. 
XX Pons’ English is not good, and his replies are inclined to be vague. 
 
A.   Pons thinks that he was first approached by the German Secret Service on the 24th July. 
 
B.   As far he can recollect, his first contact was with a Dutchman whom he had never seen  
      before, on or about 24th July. On or about 26th July he saw a German officer Miroff  
      (=Mirow) 
 
C.  He was taken to Brussels on the 26th July in the company of van den Kieboom. 
 
12.9.40 (they had landed on 3rd September) 
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Meier. 

A.  Meier was first approached by the German Secret Service on Sunday, July 26th. 
 

B.  The name of the man with whom he came in contact was Kurt Mirow, and the place was  
      The Hague. 
 
C.  He was taken to Brussels on July 31st. 

 

Waldberg. 
A.  Waldberg has been in the employ of the German Secret Service for no less than two years,  
      (that is what he says) and is known to have been in Brussels between the 14th June and the  
      26th August. 
 

12.9.40. 
        RS/HGB  (AOB, RS is the one who signed this document) 
 
 
 

↓ 
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Summary of conversation between Waldberg and Meier 11.9.40 time 2.30 – 4 p.m. 

(AOB, likely as will be seen later, secretly audible recorded, without their knowledge) 
 The first part of the conversation was an account by Meier of the way he was arrested. 
After an exchange of general remarks about their present plight, during which each one 
pointed out various short-comings of the organisation of the trip, Meier threw out the 
suggestion that perhaps the Germans wanted them to be caught to plant us faulty information 
which would lead us into believing that the German attack is coming from a different quarter.  
He suggested that it was on purpose that they were sent over without proper registration cards 
or other convincing proof of their bona fides.  Waldberg apparently listened to this with 
interest, because he remained silent until Meier, who speaks French haltingly, had completely 
finished before he intervened.  He did not immediately pass any remark on the suggestion, but 
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later in the conversation gave voice with considerable emphasis to his criticism of the 
organisation. 
 
 An interesting point was that, under the impression that the name of the “Japanese” 
was Pons (Which he was not)   Waldberg appears to be convinced that the Germans will land.  
Werner is to here by aeroplane in order to contact various influential people here, and 
according to Waldberg, Werner’s report will have considerable influence on the choice of the 
actual day for attack.  Meier at his point asked Waldberg what his real name was, to which 
Waldberg replied:  “that is my real name”.   Waldberg then spoke with considerable 
vehemence in condemnation of Köhler, who, he says, had given them an entirely false idea of 
the ease with which their job could be carried out, describing at some length Köhler’s word-
picture of the devastation that the German Air Force had wrought in the South of England and 
London. (It was Goering who first had to be blamed)  Both men were struck straight away by 
the absence of evidence of bombing, which they particularly noticed in London and on their 
way here.  
 
 Waldberg repeatedly threw out violent threats about what he would like to do to 
Köhler if he could lay his hands on him.  He apparently also blames Köhler for the fact that he 
(Waldberg)  was obliged to break his engagement with a girl because she was half Jewish, 
and also because Köhler, or his Agent, endeavoured, so he says, to entice him into a liaison 
with a girl of Köhler’s choice.  At this moment Meier mentioned Peter Schneider and said he 
thought the name really was Schroeder.  Meier then said “they wanted us to mislead the 
British, don’t you think?  To this Waldberg countered with the opinion that German spies, 
owing to the activities of the British Secret Service, are unable to correspond with Germany, 
so the Germans have to send people over to contact them, and he spoke in this strain later on 
when referring to Werner’s proposed visit by aeroplane.  
 
  Meier opined that when the Germans would save him and companions, they would no 
doubt get rid of them as of course they would assume that they would have to “split”.   
Waldberg thinks that German Agents are in touch with very highly placed people here. → 
 

 

 

 

 

↓ 
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→ with very highly placed people here.  He thinks (Wunschdenken) that Werner will get into touch 
with them during his visit and that these interviews will have an effect on the decision as to the day 
and the time of the coming attack.  There followed a certain amount of description of Werner’s past 
activities in France, Egypt, etc,  Waldberg evidently has a high opinion of Weber’s importance. 
 
 This trip appears to have been stage-managed by Köhler, or at least the actual departure, and 
Waldberg expressed the opinion that if arrangements have been made by Werner (AOB, this man 
apparently had be “decarded” in the 1960s) instead the whole thing would have run smoothly. Köhler 
is a “bungler”.  The English speakers should have been provided  with an Identity Card, and Waldberg 
appears to have suggested this, but his suggestion was pooh-poohed by his superiors.  Waldberg did a 
lot of grumbling about Köhler’s last-minute decisions, and he instanced one or two cases of red tape (a 
virtual red-line-barrier which one should not cross; as to separate sections) one of which got him into 
trouble.  He said something like this(AOB, the sound-recording might have been here insufficient): 
“Those swine misled us; damm the Gestapo (AOB, in military matters, and Waldberg considered 
himself with the Abwehr, the Gestapo had no jurisdiction at all in Belgium, but the Feldpolizei or 
Geheime Feldpolizei (GPF) instead. Annoying: time-and-again is the reference to the “Gestapo”. 
Which might sound, for laymen, impressive, but factually being purely nonsense!), that business cost 
me eight days C.B. in Brussels”.   At the moment it would appear that Köhler is Waldberg’s pet 
aversion; he referred to him repeatedly  and at length with a strong expletives and expressed the desire 
to put a knife into him.  In this connection he several times spoke of his disgust at the way he was 
hoodwinked into believing that the serial bombardment of this country would make his job an easy 
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one.  He described his adventure as a badly organised show, but of course could not dare to refuse 
to come over here.  One could not, however, escape the impression that had the “show” been better 
organised, Waldberg apparently would have gone in to it with zest (enthusiasm).   
 
 Talking of Köhler & Co., he said “they have not been loyal to us”, (of course not, they weren’t 
Germans), but he did not entirely agree with Meier’s denunciation of General duplicity. There 
followed some talk about their instructions to reach the coast on the 12th inst. And commandeer a 
small motor-boat for the purpose of making their way back to the French coast.  Meier pointed out 
that, according to the newspapers, all (patrol?) boats in Britain are chained up and drained of petrol 
and have been so for over a month. 
 
 There was some discussion about their ultimate fate; they are not quite sure whether we will 
shoot them, and they also are not quite happy as to what would happen to them “when” the Germans 
deliver them, especially Waldberg who said he gave an account of what he had been doing here, 
confining himself, to facts.  They seem equally convinced that it is quite futile to attempt an escape 
and that the Germans will eventually release them from here. There followed a long discussion, which 
proves that neither of these men is sure either of the date or day.  Waldberg seems to think that the 
invasion will start by tie landing of troop-carrying aeroplanes at night, “probably between ten and mid-
night on a misty night.”  He also seems to think that through the German connection with certain high 
quarters, invasion will be facilitated to some extent from inside.   

 
 According to Waldberg, Werner speaks French with sufficient fluency pass himself off 
as a Belgian;  he also speaks English very fluently, Dutch and Italian with some fluency and 
can make understood in Chinese. (which dialect, Cantonese?) On his coming aeroplane trip he 
will be clad in brown leather, brown clothes and will be carrying two silent automatic pistols. 
 
 Two points added by Meier to the list of discrepancies in the organisation of the men’s 
landing are: (1) the Bank Notes which were handed to them are of no practical value, as no 
doubt the British Police would know by serial numbers that they came from the Continent 
 And (2) in the bag of rations which they carried with them, full water bottles were omitted. 
   

Termination of Part I 


