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Kieboom van den Charles Albert

Part |

Seeloewe (Seeldéwe)

This document is quite dramatic
It concerns one, out of a group of four men; three were Dutch- and one of German/French
citizenship, who once landed, in two parties, on the South-West coast of England, on 3™
September 1940, very early morning.
As usually, all materials selected are my choices, though, (nearly) all being transcribed.
My contributions, as well as comments, are always distinguishable in: red, blue and
sometimes green

It is meant for study only, therefore, don’t multiply its content, as some still obeys to
Crown Copyright.

By Arthur O. Bauer
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Master Cards
This Personal Particulars Sheet is for Registry use and to Facilitate Index Amendments. It
May Not be Chanced Except by Authorised Members of the Registry.

Nat. Dutch van den Kieboom, Charles Albert
Bornat:  Takaranuka Japan
on: 6.9.14
Occ.Emplim.: 1934: Dutch Army 1934/39: Amsterdam
1934/9. Clerk Various Hotels 1940: Brussels
Amsterdam.
1939/40:  Dutch Army File Destroyed [M.F.]

Inf. 1940: German Agent, arrived U.K.
1940: Executed (Hung, at Pentonville Prison on 17.12.40)
25.4.72 Inl. AS Sect. R2B

!
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Please digest it yourself

B.2 D.G. White (M.1.5.)

11.9.40



KV 2/11-1, page 10 + 11 + 12

11.5.43 From Red Cross, re enquiry from South Africa re Kieboom
13.5.43 To Red Cross, in reply to (Minute) 32a

(AOB, we have already concluded that the letters written just before their execution by
hanging, that these never have been addressed; even not by means of the Red Cross!)



If the informetion is correct and you do not wish it
to
;:u:fgg :utlgr the country Jve shculd normally just say that
Rt 1tn 40 in Englend. I bave not seen the message itse
heds is from his perents I should be very inclined to send
S answer any way, unless you see any reason why we should
quote the South Africen letter if it be true.

Yours sincerely,

o

S. J. Werner,

War Organisation
Of the
British Red Cross Society and order of St. John of Jerusalem
President Grand Prior:
Her Majesty The Queen H.R.H. The Duke of Gloucester, K.G.
Foreign Relations Department

Confidential 11" May, 1943
Major Younger,

M.1., War Office,

Whitehall,

S.W.1.

Dear Major Younger,
Mr. C.A. van den Kieboom.

I am not certain this is a matter for your Department, but | thought you would be very
kindly pass the enquiry on to the right Department and ask them to let me know what we
should say.

The London Committee of the South African Red Cross Society inform us that they
hold a Red Cross message for Mr. C.A. van den Kieboom and have been unable to trace him.
They have now received the following letter from their headquarters in South Africa:-

“With reference to your letters of the 14™ August and 16" February last regarding the
above named, as a result of our investigations we have been informed that Mr. van den
Kieboom was employed at the Carlton Hotel, Amsterdam, and at the end of 1940 was
executed in England on a charge of espionage. He was 24 years of age.

His father, Mr. A.C. van den Kieboom married to a Japanese woman is living in Japan.

We shall be glad if you will kindly ascertain from the authorities in Britain how much
of this information is allowed to be transmitted to Geneva (Where the Headquarters of the
Red Cross is), and return the attached form to Geneva writing on the back of it as much as
information as you are permitted to forward.”

If the information is correct and you do not whish it to be sent out of the country we
should normally just say that he “died in 1940 in England.” | have not seen the message itself
but if it is from his parents | should be very inclined to send this answer any way, unless you
see any reason why we should quote the South African letter if it be true.

Yours sincerely,

S.J. Warner.
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PF. 53124/ADE 13" May, 1943 B.1.Reg (Ml.l.5)
Dear Miss Warner,

Thank you for your letter SIW/IT of 11" May concerning Mr. C.A. van den Kieboom.
I can confirm you that the information you received from South Africa is entirely correct.

I think that the reply suggested — that he died in England in 1940 would be suitable,
although from the security point of view we would see no objection to the plain facts being
stated as, | believe, it was fully announced in the newspapers at the time. It would, however,
perhaps be more delicate to put it in the way we have agreed.

Yours sincerely,

S.P. Brooks-Booth (Captain)
Miss S.J. Warner, O.B.E.,
British Red Cross Society (Foreign Relations Dept.).
Clarence House.
St. Jame’s, London S.W.1.

(AOB, Please notice, that the experiences | have gained with the many “tenth thousands” of
page-studies, is, that British Secret Services felt themselves “Ruling the Waves” (legally or
not) even after the end of the hostilities in Western Europe; sometimes even years thereafter.
But as already said: the essential final letters have never been addressed onto those noticed on
the envelopes!)
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Trial at the Central Criminal Court.
Carl Heinrich Meier ... PF. 53125
Jose Waldberg ... P.F.53126
Charles Albert vd Kieboom P.F.53124
Sjoerd Pons P.F.53127




9

The above mentioned were indicted at the Central Criminal Court on the 19™ November, 1940,
for the following offenses:-

1. Conspiracy to transmit to the enemy information in regard to the naval, military or air operations
His Majesty’s Forces.

2. Doing an act designed or likely to give assistance to the naval, military or air operations of
the enemy or to impede such operations of His Majesty’s Forces, that is to say, landing in the United
Kingdom. (Contrary to Section 1 of the Treachery Act, 1940)

Meier, van den Kieboom and Pons plead not guilty; Waldberg plead guilty (that is what his lawyer
advised him, to say. An affront: his entire trial including translations lasted about 3 minutes!)

The Judge directed that Pons should remain in custody, he being a person who had landed
without permission in the United Kingdom, so that the Home Secretary might make the appropriate
Order in respect to him. (Not noticed here, but Pons was legally considered of being not guilty,
because he was forced into the circumstances, due to German blackmail put on him!)

Sentence of death was passed upon Meier, van den Kieboom and Waldberg.

Meier and Waldberg were executed at Pentonville Prison on December 10", 1940.
Van den Kieboom was executed at Pentonville Prison on December 6% (171
S.L.(B)

29.10.41

(Please be aware, time-and-again, that albeit the successions of the Minutes are running in a logical
order, the succession of the file copies are with progressing page-number running reversed in time)



KV 2/11-1, page 39 + 40
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Conversation Between van den Kieboom and Meier on 12.9.40

(Secretly audio-recorded, without knowledge of the two men. A rather frequent practice)
Meier gave the impression that he did not think very much of the Germans, as he considered that he
had been left down. It was ridiculous that they had been sent over without any water. (AOB, this is the
main reason why Meier and Waldberg one day later had been caught, because Meier went away as to
buy some drinks for them, which went out fatally for them both!), and what were they to do with a
pocket book full of messages. Naturally the English would not believe them. The numbers of the
bank notes which they had been given had been noticed by the police, and therefore the money was
now of no value to them. (AOB, strange, | suppose the British Police noticed the note-numbers, after
they already had been caught, and they were supposed to be in captivity) Van den Kieboom criticised
the fact that they were not given identity cards. A general discussion followed concerning their
treatment here, which was much more gentle than might have been expected had the situation been
reversed. Both men agreed that the whole business was a hoax. Meier stated that after landing in this
country, he expressed a desire to return, but Waldberg insisted on going through with the business.
Meier then described what he and Waldberg did on landing. Meier also described his meeting with an
Air Raid Warden at a little Inn, with whom he had drinks, and of whom he asked questions regarding
the number of military in the district (Fatal!). While there he was asked whether he had an identity
card. On replying that he had not, that he was a refugee and had arrived the night before, he was taken
to the Police and arrested. Kieboom gave an account of how he was arrested, being observed by a
couple of officers who were passing in a car, and who challenged him. They took charge of him and
handed him over to the Police. He did not know how Pons fared after he left him, and it is remarkable
to note that at this point of the conversation he did not say anything on Pons’ fate.

In a phrase that is not clear (remember, the men had be listened onto by means of hidden microphone,
which had been recorded), van den Kieboom seems to imply that he gave misleading information.

They are both agreed that, in the circumstances, it is best to tell the truth when questioned, as they
have practically a 100% of being shot.

There was a long comparison of notes about their interrogation without any particular point of interest
being raised.

Taken by L. King, and Lieut. MaclIntosh

Nine Records Cut (9 Schellack Platten wurden geschnitten)
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KV 2/11-1, page 41 + 42

Van den Kieboom.
A. The date when he was first approached by the German Secret Service, he says, was the 20" July.
B. He was first approached by a Dutchman, who acted as go-between and eventually put him in
touch with Captain Meyer. (in post-war days being decarded)

C. He was taken to Brussels on the 26™ July (and appears to have left Brussels on the 26" or 27"
August.

Pons.

Pons’ English is not good, and his replies are inclined to be vague.
A. Pons thinks that he was first approached by the German Secret Service on the 24™ July.
B. As far as he can recollect, his first contact was with a Dutchman whom he had never seen before,
on or about 24™ July. On or about the 26" July he saw a German officer, whose name he thought was
Mirow ...(or possibly Meyer)
C. He was taken to Brussels on the 26" July in the company of van den Kieboom.
(AOB, both Kieboom and Pons served at the Dutch Military Red Cross)

12.9.40. (the men had been arrested on 3" September!)
!



Meier.
A. Meier was first approached by the German Secret Service on Sunday, July 28"
B. The name of the man with whom he came into contact was Kurt Mirow (the latter man was also
‘decarded’ likely in the 1950 or 1960) and the place was The Hague.
C. He was taken to Brussels on the July 31*.

Waldberg.

A. Waldberg has been in the employ of the German Secret Service for no less than two years, and is
known to have been in Brussels between the 14" June and the 27" August.

12.9.40.
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KV 2/11-1, page 44 + 45
harles albert van den KIEBOOWU

Biographical jetails,

6.9.1. Born at TAKARAZUKE (?TEKARANUKA), Japan, Father Dutch,
N mother Japanese (died early).
vt/ Educated at Znglish Uission School in Japan (hence fluent English)
and at Boom Boarding School in Belgium where learned
french, German and Dutch. Professedly xnows very little

Japanese, g

1932.  On father's departure for Japan, due to financial reverses,
van den KIEBOCM ent at liilversum, Holland
with a certain /iIZE0 S, wor«ed in Pinland for thq

Java-China-Japan Line.

1734,  Zmployed for some time in Carlton liotel as lift-boy, :
then as reception clerk and telephone opcrator, lLet
former British sgent PUNSLEY.

'id 9 months conscript service in 7th Dutch Infantry Re=-
giment at {ARDERWIJK, becoming N,.C,0.

1935, Transferred as junior reception clerk
(seniors i , manager ZAX. (7j.and pro-
prietor L m‘o vy B

1537.  Discharg® TT8m Viotoria for embezzlement and”returned for
6 months to Carlton Hotel, after which re-engaged by -
i Victoria Hotel as first reception clerx (assistant PRONK)
Mo ot monthly salary of 100 Fl. plus weekly awerage 30 F1.
exchange "per:s", but no tips. (N,B. van den KIEBOOX
was extremely vague as to dates of his engagements by and
discharges from thesa hotels, - .
23.8.39. Called up for military service in Vith Motor Transport
(Red Cross) Battalion at Zeist; where met PONS.
30.6.40.Demobilised after capitulaiion of Holland, Lived at

336 Centu rdam; unemployed. Contacted by
German Cant -for camoufla.ed S.8. work and, with
X  FONS taken to Brussels for truining at special espionage
cenires on Rue Ste A4 Rue Joseph 2, under K__O_Iﬁ__,.}_a_dj
[_ ;‘q;._‘ﬂI:‘dHAR i b =) F ep by
P bew, 055

End August. Taken to Paris Plase (or Le Touquet) for special
mission,

2.9.40. Left with PONS in fishing smack and lanced in rowing

boat near Dymchurch with radio transmitter, loaded gun,
fieldglasses, compasses, 2 weeks' food, suitcase of
# clothes etc., and some £62, and 1C00 Belgian francs.
?%4.9.40. Arrested and taken to Seabrook Police Station.



15

Charles Albert van den Kieboom

Skeleton Summary.

Biographical Details.
6.9.14 Born at Taharazuka, Japan, Father Dutch, mother Japanese (died in 1921)
(correct information: www.cdvandt.org/KV-2-1699-Meyer-Pons-Waldberg-UK-infiltrants-Part-1-
V2.pdf page 13)
Educated at English Mission School in Belgium (hence fluent English) and at Boon Boarding School in
Belgium where he learned French, German and Dutch. Professedly knows little Japanese.

1932  On father’s departure for Japan, due to financial reserves, van den Kieboom found
employment at Hilversum, Holland with a certain Nieuwenhuys and worked in Finland for the Java-
China-Japan Line.

1934  Employed for some time in Carlton Hotel (Vijzelstraat, Amsterdam) as lift-boy, then
as reception clerk and telephone operator. Met former British agent Punsley. Did 9
month conscript service in 7" Dutch Infantry Regiment at Harderwijk, becoming
N.C.O. (Onder-officier).

1935  Transferred to Victoria Hotel (Amsterdam) as junior reception clerk (seniors were
Passarg?)(by the way in post-war decarded; likely in the early 1960s), Crone (decarded 28
June 1961), manager Zax (AOB, maybe phonetically, could have be: Sachs) proprietor
Scheppers)(in one of the interrogations it was noticed to be a “German” Hotel, which the
Name; Scheppers does not point at)

1937  Discharged from Victoria Hotel, after which re-engaged by the Victoria Hotel as first
reception clerk (assistant Pronk) at monthly salary of 100 fl. (Dutch guilders) plus weekly
average 30 fl. Exchange “perks”, but no tips. (N.B. van den Kieboom was extremely vague as
to the dates of his engagements by and discharge from these hotels)

23.8.39 Called up for military service in VI"™ Motor Transport (Red Cross) Battalion at Zeist; where
he met Pons.

30.6.40 Demobilised after capitulation of Holland. Lived at 336 Ceintuurbaan Amsterdam;
unemﬁ)loyed. Contacted by German Captain Meyer (he was, likely decarded in the early
1960"™) for camouflaged German Secret Service work and, with Pons taken to Brussels for
training at special espionage centres on rue Stein 4 and rue Joseph (Josef) 2,, under Kéhler,
Weber (decarded 1964) or Werner Uhl, Schrie (also decarded 24 August 1960) and Schnaf
(also decarded 11 April 1960)

End August Taken to Paris Plage (or Le Touquet) for special mission.

2.9.40 Left with Pons in fishing snack and landed in rowing boat near Dymchurch with radio
transmitter, loaded gun, fieldglasses, compasses, 2 weeks’ food, suitcase of clothes (and
personal belongings; as in Meier’s case: even including personal and family photos) (though,
without sufficient drinking water) and some £62. and 1000 Belgian francs.

3(4).9.40 Arrested and taken to Seabrook Police Station.
CLNTACTS,

In addition to persons alreacy mentioned ven den KIEBCCM
admitted acquaintance with: :
'Da,moBACH' a Polish Jew who allegedly tricked v.d.K. into acivmc:‘:
2%, < W 300 Fl. from hotel funds, after which BACH disappeared and v.d.
K. had to pay back 10 Fl. monthly out of his sergeant's pay of
}912 Ei1 : ll:o:;;. p:;l;nl;gortl;emn invasion began v.d.K. claims
< e re . me
BACH when he was arrested, s Rt
LUFT, Herbert - not anown to v.d.K., who in this connection
maintained that the mail of hotel guests was dealt with not by
im but by the telephone operator or mails clerk,
‘1_ HOLZANN Wichael| - stayed for long periods at the hotel
péhaing apparenfly large sums on motor-cars, clothes, hotel
o bills, etc., suid to have been interested in gun=-running in
Sgain through a centre in Paris,
47 = secretary to the above, spoke several 1 @8 but
not remembered by v:d.f i
= : m“- a Frenchman L5 years old, a "shady" friend of
JCNES. "Potato" JONES = whom v.d.K. recollects as having
8 C e Viotoria,
Miss PETERSEN 3 bairdresser at the Hotel Victoria but very *
frequently absent from duty. d.v.K. disclaiied all imowledge
of PMTARSEM's nimerous rejular visitora,
. v .nmgt:::y offt:x; Bﬁ:oll\uoto:ia.
secre o e Hotel Victoria.
TR

| PFR
e

»

HOARE, Oliver,
ZETLAND. all knc~ledge
FLESCHE, Karl. disclaimed,

DEUTSCHE HANLELSKAMER, visitors to.

e



http://www.cdvandt.org/KV-2-1699-Meyer-Pons-Waldberg-UK-infiltrants-Part-I-V2.pdf
http://www.cdvandt.org/KV-2-1699-Meyer-Pons-Waldberg-UK-infiltrants-Part-I-V2.pdf
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Contacts.

In addition to persona already mentioned van den Kieboom admitted acquaintance with:

Luft, Herbert — not known to van Bach (Decarded on 24.8.1960), a Polish Jew who allegedly
tricked v.d. K. advan..s 300 fl. Form hotel funds, after which Bach disappeared and van den
Kieboom had to

pay back 10 fl a month. (AOB, quoting: KV 2/11-1, page 59: Bach was arrested, apparently
by the Dutch, but had spent all the money) When the German invasion began van den
Kieboom claims he had already repaid 170 fl. None of the money was found on Bach when he
was arrested den Kieboom, who in this connection maintained that the mail of the hotel guests
was dealt with not by him but by the telephone operator or mails clerk.

Holzmann, Michael — stayed for long periods at the hotel spending apparently large sums on
motor-cars, clothes, hotel bills, etc. said to have been interested in gun-running in Spain
through a centre in Paris.

?? — secretary to the above, spoke several languages but details not remembered by van den
Kieboom.

Letellier — a Frenchman 45 years old, a “shady” friend of Holzmann’s

Jones. “Potato” Jones — whom van den Kieboom recollects as having stayed at the Victoria
Miss Petersen: hairdresser at the Hotel Victoria but very frequently absent for duty; van den
Kieboom disclaimed all knowledge of Petersen’s numerous regular visitors.

Van Dalen? (decarded in the 1950s or 1960s) manager of the Hotel Victoria.

Woltman (decarded 2 April 1953) — secretary of the Hotel Victoria.

Hoare, Oliver

Zetland ) all

Flesche Karl (AOB, sounds in my ears familiar, but cannot instantly lay a link) ) knowledge
Deutsche Handelskammer (AOB, my father was connected with it before the war))disclaimed

KV 2/11-1, page 46
£3PIONAGE, INTRODUCTION TO AND TRATNING IN.

-

-@

Fai to find Toyment on demobilisation v.d.K. accepted a pro- .
posalﬂmmitto?iﬁ Dutchmen (possibly through his former Commanding
officer, lajor VOGELS) to join the German Secret Service, ostensibly
as a chauffeur (alternative version: to do English translations).
Eventually a German called LEYER contacted him and conveyed him to-
gether with PG:S'to Brussels where after some days residence at

6L Rye de la Concorde and 64 Rue Cetyig, they were ordered to report
daily to a top-floor room in an empty.on Stevin for training
in Morse transmission and military intelligence generally. (For par-
ticulars of the instructional staff of this centre and their réspec-
tive functions see Sumary of 9.8.40.) After a month's training in
Brussels v.d.K., POIS, aed JEYER and #ALDBERG were taken to another
centre near Boulogne (Paris Plage or le Touquet), where final ins-
tructions were given for their English mission.

Espionage, Introduction to and training in.

Failing to find employment on demobilisation van den Kieboom accepted a proposal

transmitted by a Dutchman (possibly through his former Commanding officer, Major Vogels
Vogel?)(that is at least, what the German, who contacted him, told him)



17
KV 2/11-1, page 59

... He knew Gadalla well as he was formerly the book-keeper in the hotel.

Asked whether he knew Herbert Luft, he said he did not know him, and on being questioned
as to what happened to mail for guests at the hotel, he maintains that he never saw this. It was
distributed or forwarded, if necessary, by the post clerk, or the telephone attendant.

Van den Kieboom said he had a master key to the safe where quests deposited valuables this was not
sufficient to open the safe. This could only be opened when guests produced the other key.
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KV 2/11-2, page 3+4
SECRET.

B.8 (L) REPORT dated 7. s.%-

D VAN IEBOQM, CARL HEINRICH MEIER BERG
3 , JOSE ¥
% and STOERD FONS. e

It is not possible to get a relative picture
B. 15 cases of the four spies from individual vezbatim mi:o:::
but I am sending you these, according to your instructiom,s
as and when the records have been transcribed, but I f‘eel,
. sure you will be good enough to realise that they are
subject in places to re-hearing,

The situation at Latchmere House was tha
» spies arrived one by one from 7 P.m, onwards :nt; .e;fd-o
7 without pepers of any kind and the statements they had
made at Scotland Yard were not available., The urgent
problem was to break their wireless ccde in order to send
false intelligence to Germany, and the proof of the
pudding is in the eating since we have achieved that end
From an academic interrogation point of view, various poj-.nta
- ?:goﬁzoig;tio?f b;fora a satisfactory report can be drawn
- ma; %
hadtalbs fallowet T IR i e L e o es which

Vo~
(1) %mmm: This men arrived first and was dealt

‘with first. He was not ared
[ ] information of value and ?.It.apm onlt; ﬁ'::rw
persistent pressure that the code was obteained,
After midnight I re-interrogated him, and many of
the lies that he told during his first interro-
gation were rectified. When reading the verbatim
report in his case, it will be seen that the first

B.8 (L) Report dated 7.9.40 (they had been caught 3/4.9.1940)
Van den Kieboom, Carl Heinrich Meier, Jose Waldberg and Sjoerd Pons.

It is not possible to get a relative picture in the cases of the four spies from individual verbatim
reports, but I am sending you these, according to your instructions, as and when the records have been
transcribed, but I feel sure you will be good enough to realise that they are subject in places of re-
hearing.
The situation at Latchmere House was that these spies arrived one by one from 7 p.m. onwards
to on 5.9.40 without papers and any kind and statements they had made at Scotland Yard were not
available. The urgent problem was to break their wireless code in order to send false intelligence to
Germany, and the proof of the pudding is in the eating since we have achieved that end. From an
academic interrogation point of view, various points need elucidation before a satisfactory report can
be drawn. I should like, if I may, to point out the sequence which had to be followed in these cases:-
(1) Van den Kieboom: This man arrived first and was dealt with first. He was not prepared to give
any information of value and it was only after persistent pressure that the code was obtained. After
midnight | re-interrogated him, and many of the lies that he told during his first interrogation were
rectified. When reading the verbatim report in this case, it will be seen that the first part consists of

stubborn obstructionism and lies under orders from Germany. —
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part consists of stubborn obstructionism and lies under orders
from Germany. From the intelligence point of view, therefore,
the early matter is valueless.

(2) The remaining spies gave information in varying degrees of
ACCUTacy. In addition to Denkieboom, two were interrogated
on 5. 9.40, while the fourth, who was sent to us on the
following morning, was interrogated during the day.

(3) As the case at present stands, I would say that in regard to
the sode, we have complete agreement from the four spies.
Next, in regard to the German invasion requirements, the
separate versions of the spies are much the same, and I have
set out the main essentials in my two previous reports to yol.

(4) Lastly in regard to contacts and background certain reutine
work remains to be done. Frem WALDEERG we have a description
of "THE DOCTOR" - a tall thin man with a gold tooth and a
curious twist,to his mouth, and it may well be that we shall

' get down to RﬁNlZAU again,

(5) s.I.S. propose to come lere on Monday, but I hope to let
you have a complete picture before that time.

B.8.L. ; W
7.9. 40/,&'” ,/
me =

RWS/EB

— part consists of stubborn obstructionism and lies under orders from Germany. From the

intelligence point of view, therefore, the early matter is valueless. (starting up a fake message stream
to mislead the Germans)

(2) The remaining spies gave information in varying degrees of accuracy. In addition to van den
Kieboom , two were interrogated on 5.9.40, while the fourth, who was sent to us on the following

morning (in casu, Jose Waldberg, who was arrested in the morning of 4 September), was interrogated
during the day.

(3) As the case at present stands, | would say that in regard to the code, we jave complete agreement
from the four spies. Next, in regard to the German invasion requirements, the separate versions of the
spies are much the same, and | have set out the main essentials in my two previous reports to you.

(4) Lastly in regard to contacts and background certain routine work remains to be done. From
Waldberg we have a description of “The Doctor”- a tall thin man with a gold tooth and a curious twist
to his mouth, and it may well be that we shall get down to Rantzau again. (AOB, Dr. Rantzau was the
cover-name of “Major Nikolaus Adolf Fritz Ritter” of Ast-X, Hamburg. The latter was the German
guiding officer of the “British Double-Cross agent” “Snow”; real name: Arthur Owens. “Dr.”
Rantzau puzzled M.L.5 quite much. But since the “less smart operation” on behalf of M.1.5.°s -
“Snow”, who was “blown” since; and on the German side: Major Ritter was taken off the case, since
March 1941. He was then transferred to operations in North Africa).

(5) S.L.S. (M.1.6.) propose to come here on Monday, but | hope to let you have a complete picture
before that time.

B.8.L
7.9.40



KV 2/11-2, page 12
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Interrogation of van den Kieboom
At Latchmere House
5.9.40.
Record serial 165 (secretly recorded audible; likely on record disks)
Q. You made statements to Scotland Yard, you realise the position?

A. Very precarious.

Q. Precarious, you call it, do you! What do you mean by precarious?

A. Very dangerous for me, sir.

Q. Dangerous — in fact you realise you are more than likely to be shot! Is that quite understood? You
come over here to spy in time of war. You came over to this country in order to help to win the war
for Germany. That’s the situation!

A. I'd like to give myself up.

Q. Don’t lie to me. If you lie you will get further trouble.

A. If you don’t believe me —

Q. Certainly I don’t believe what you say at the moment. | am making you realise where you stand.
You have information and I intend to use it. Do you understand that? If | don’t get that information

there is only one possible result — you will get shot. (what’s the difference as he was hung on 17
December 1940? Even he did tell the truth) And because | know that you are likely to lie I am
going to check your statement with the statements made by three other spies who came with you.
Do you realise the position?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You are a man of intelligence and if your statement does not tally with the statements given by the
other three people (Meier, Pons and Waldberg) there is no hope whatsoever for you. (Bluff as he

knew that they would be executed anyway). You understand?

A. You can rely on me to give you ...

Q. You have information and | intend to use it, do you see?

A. Yessir.

Q. That wireless set. You had a wireless set?

A. Yes, sir.

Q.(S) Did you send a message?

A. | did not.
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Q.(S) Why did you not send a message?

A. It was not our intention to do so. We wanted to give ourselves up.
Q.(S) Why did you give yourselves up?

A. (inaudible)

Q.(S) What was the frequency you sent a message on?

A. Five thousand and something.

Q.(S) What do you mean “five thousand and something’? You come here to answer a direct question. | want a
proper answer without any of these ‘somethings! Do you understand?

A. | understand perfectly, sir.

Q(S) Of course you understand perfectly well, and you know perfectly well what the Germans expected
you to do.

A. Yes, | know.

Q.(S) You are asked a direct question and | want a proper answer to that. You were given to work and know
how to work it, and we want to know that machine, do you understand?

A. Yes.

Q.(S) Well, answer that question properly.

A. This machine is only able to work on one frequency.
Q.(S) What is the frequency of that machine which you had to use?
A. It only goes on one frequency, sir.

Q.(S) What is that frequency?

A. Itis on the set — I don’t know.

What is the frequency of that set given?

Fife thousand, sir, | think. | did not get it, really | didn’t.
Then you must be very stupid.

What is your emergency frequency?

I do not know.

Have you ever looked at the set?

Yes.

Well, the frequency was written on it. A.Yes, sir.

Well, what was written on it?

5,000 .. I saw it last night, and 94(?) | think

o » 00 >» 0 >» 0 0 > O

What was the number of your set?
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A. 1 do not know, the number is written on the back.

Q.(S) Do you recognise these things? Do you recognise that?

A. (Inaudible)(notice this report has been transcribed from recording from hidden microphones)

Q.(S) How many sets came over with you?

A. Only one. As a matter of fact | have not seen cases like them over here. They were
packed in tin-foil and put in tins, and when these tins were opened when we came over |
took out the set from two bags with a cloth over them. I tried to hide them that way and
have not seen them since.

Q.(S) You said just now that you have seen the set.

A. From five in the morning until eight.

Q(S) Isthat middle European time?

A. Yes sir, German time.

Q.(S) Fiveto eight.

A. Five a.m. until 8, and from 20. to 0200 a.m.

Q.(S) Every day?

A. Yes, if we had any information every day. (Remember: Kieboom/Pons never transmitted!)

Q.(S) Suppose you had no information!

A. We did not have to send it.

Q.(S) When were you expected to send your first message?

A. No time - as soon as possible.

Q.(S) Do you mean to say they did not tell you to send a message as soon you arrived here
safely?

A. No sir. They said if it were possible, but, of course, they did not know whether it would be
possible.

Q.(S) What did they expect — a matter of two or three days?
A. (Answer could not be heard.) (the hidden microphone and/or the disk recorder failed)

Q. When you send them a letter when do you think they will be in receipt of it?
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(Answer unintelligible)
They never sent you anything back, did they?
It’s very secret ...

...send a message, once or twice, or three times?

Twice.

A
Q.
A
Q.
A.
Q. How long a call did you make? (notice they did not possess any form of a receiver!)
A, Three to five minutes.

Q. Before you start the message?

A. Oh! that was between three to five minutes.

Q. (Unintelligible.)

A. (Unintelligible.)

Q.

(S) Why did you lie just now to me? You said it was your intension to give yourself up on arrival.
Why did you take your equipment with you off the boat, why did you jettison it; why didn’t you
throw it away in the sea?
A. Well, we were going to the authorities, sir.
Q.(S) And what steps did you take as soon you landed to contact the British Authorities?

A. We (Kieboom and Pons) were waiting for daylight, because in the dark ...

Q.(S) Then how long after you arrived did you contact the British Authorities on your own? You
were caught first, weren’t you?

A.? You’re simply charging me, sir ...

Q.(S) Otherwise you would have been shot, wouldn’t you? If it had been your intention not to
work for Germany, why didn’t you throw that equipment overboard? (they exposed from
their code materials already!)

A. Because ... risk to ourselves.

Q.(S) For what purpose?

A. | never knew what would happen, sir, of course. | know that other people were sent over
too.

Q.(S) You met them in Brest! How many did you meet you in Brest?(they never arrived in Brest!)
A. There were four more.

Q.(S) For more! Were they coming every night?

A. ldon’t know sir. | lived in Rotterdam.

Q.(S) How did you know there were four coming over from Brest on the same night?

l



KV 2/11-2, page 16




29

A. I didn’t know they were coming over the same night.

Q.(S) But you just told me you did.

A. | knew (from what were them be told) there were four more besides us to come over.
Q.(S) How did you know that?

A. Well, because we were together in one house.

Q.(S) You were together with them in one house. A. Yes, sir.

Q.(S) Their names.

A. | don’t know the names, | only know them by sight.

Q.(S) What! Only known them by sight! Who were there? What nationality were they?
A. | think one was a Dutchman, and one was a ... There was one from Longueville.
Q.(S) How did you find out? A. (Inaudible)

Q.(S) | see, you were together in the house and you don’t know their names, or anything about
them! And what arrangements did you make for meeting them in England?

A. | don/t know. No arrangements at all.
Q.(S) Can you describe these people? A. | think so.
Q.(S) Have you done so, so far. A. No, sir.

Q.(S) Why not, if it is your intention to help the British Authorities? If it is your intention to help the
British Authorities why did you not describe them?

A(?) 1did not know he was a Dutchman anyhow.(?)

Q.(S) When you are finally asked and questions the answer has to be dragged out, then you are
prepared to assist. Is that right?

Q.(S) Did you hand these sets over to the sentry?
A. Nosir.

Q.(S) Where were they?

A. They were lying on the side of the road, sir.
Q.(S) Did you leave them there?

A. | left them there —

Q.(S) Nice of you.

A. Because | was going back for the rest of the stuff.
Q.(S) You then met, where?

A. On seashore to get the rest of the stuff.

Q.(S) Where were you arrested?
(S) might have stood for: Captain Stephens, of Latchmere House, the later disreputable Camp 020!
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A.
I was afraid the sentry would shoot me.
A. We arrived at Dungueness and then we stopped behind, We opened the fenders to get things out

and then started to carry the package over to some place where we could stay concealed until
daylight, and I just carried these things over to the other side of the street and was going back, when

| was arrested,

Q.(S) And did you once say “I have a wireless equipment given to me by the German Authorities”?

A. Nosir, | didn’t.

Q.(S) Why did you not say straight away “I have come to give myself up — I have been sent over
against my will (which partially was true) by the Germans with wireless equipment which is on the

seashore?

A. | was afraid the sentry would shoot me.

(AOB, | would like to skip the following recordings, as these have been dealt with exhaustingly in the
KV 2/1699 — KV 2/1700 Part I, Part 11, Part 111 contributions)

Crown Copyright
Charles Albert van den Kieboom
Photo taken early September 1940

Termination Kieboom Part |



