
KV 2/1975-1, page 26 (translated) 

 
19.9.44   Isk 116256 (running decrypt number) 

Berlin-madrid.   No.279. For Elcano. Ref.your 1055 of 19/9 (Isk 116193)  Everyone very 
please at this end.  Please give them care and attention  they deserve and convey personal 
regards to Vougl (or Kouga) (Vougha) Exco (or GDCO) and Flor.     Signed  by:  Erizo and 
Plisch  
 
KV 2/1975-1, page 28   Garber’s arrival in Vigo message 21.9.44 
Saint-Loup’s book is incorrect 
 

 
21.9.44 
Madrid-berlin.    671 To Erizo      Ref your Plish (von Bohlen) 12332/9/44  (Isk 116256) 
Passim (name of the sailing-ship) camouflaged as the Portuguese a.s.v. Stanta B arbara was 
temporaily confiscated by Spanish authorities as it had (deliberately) no ship’s papers of any 
sort.  The crew considered as refugees and have no identity papers.  8 men (3 men picked-up 
from Argenina and 5 sailor crew) were accommodated in the Hotel Universal, Vigo;  they 
received a salvoconducto but may not leave Vigo. Heinz Lange (= Vougha, Chile/Argentina) 
was able to escape unobserved he is in Madrid.  Kontorchef (I suppose the Leiter of the local 
German Legation) is conducting further negotiation. Report follows. 
        K.d.M. Spain 5634   
KV 2/1975-2, page 22 

 
5. Heinz Lange (escaped onboard the Passim; he was picked-up with two others, and 
arrived in Sept. 44 in Vigo; captain Hein Garbers), alias Vougha, of the PQZ (call-sign?) case, 
worked for Erwin Wolf (KV 2/1487 .. KV 2/1490). 
(https://www.cdvandt.org/kv-2-1487-wolf-argentine.htm ) 
Elcano = former Leiter KO Spain real name Leissner, sometimes meant Ii Gutierrez 
Vougl (Kouga) = likely Captain Hein Garbers, the captain of the sailing ship, which managed 
three trips to South Africa, Brazil and the last one to Argentina. 
Erizo = Kleyenstüber Leiter KO Spain (since August 1944) 
Plisch = Obstlt. Friedrich Bohlen, Madrid 
Erizo = Kleyenstüber, by then Leiter KO Spain (= K.d.M. Spain) 
Passim: 30 tons sailing-fishing boat. Made 3 trips to the Southern Atlantic Ocean. One to 
South Africa, one to Brazil and one to Argentina; Without British intervention.  
KV 2/1975-2, page 34: 

https://www.cdvandt.org/kv-2-1487-wolf-argentine.htm


 
   Heinz Lange: 
    Born in Berlin 11.2.17; arrived in Paraguay on 11.4.42 and 
reported to be on working at Berlin steel firm and German locomotive works in that country.  
He returned to Germany in 1939 and after remaining there for seven months he again returned 
to South America, arriving in Brazil in April 1940.  From that time until the end of 1944 
(nonsense, as he was on-board the Passim which arrive early September 1944 in Vigo, and he 
escaped, see first ref) Lange was an active espionage agent in Brazil, Argentina, Chile, and 
Paraguay.  His wife and children, according to an unconfirmed report, returned to Germany in 
1943 where they allegedly attended school in Reinigenhausen  in the later part of 1943 and 
the earlier part of 1944.  In September 44 returned to Europe in the “Passim” * and gave his 
address to a member of the crew as Friedenau/Berlin Grosser Damm 122 Telephone 719721.  
He was known to have travelled to Berlin by air during November 1944 (most likely among 
were the other members on-board of the Passim, or at least some of them; as there are 
indications that they returned in several different flights) and we have no subsequent news of 
him. He is not identical with the Heinz Lange at present held in the British zone, Austria.  
 
*   The Passim (Santa Barbara) was a French sailing fishing boat, of ca 30 tons.  
Three tours were made into the South Atlantic. The ship was never found by the British. Its 
captain was Hein Garbers. The boat returned regularly to French ports. But since France had 
been liberated, this destination was impossible to approach, and they finally arrived at the 
Spanish port Vigo. I am most pleased by the information discovered in von Bohlen’s file  
(KV 2/1975) unexpectedly.  
As Saint-Loup’s booklet: Die Geisterschiffe Hitlers, Segler im Dienste der Abwehr, proves to 
be based, at least partially, on his imaginations. For instance, he noticed that the three 
passengers picked-up from the Argentine beach, that they had been put in a rubber dinghy to 
land themselves; this is nonsense as in the second message we clearly learn that 8 men (5 
crew and 3 from Argentine) were on-board the Passim. He also describes – that they stayed 
all the time on-board, whereas we known now - they were lodged at the Hotel Universal. 
Garbers received a Ritterkreuz for his exceptional successful engagements. Only three other 
Abwehr members received this highest military decoration: Völkersam, Lt. Lange and Lt. 
Goettler.  Main file: https://www.cdvandt.org/kv-2-2294-passim-guenther-stracke.htm   

https://www.cdvandt.org/kv-2-2294-passim-guenther-stracke.htm

