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KV 2/267  Erich Pheiffer, in British files, sometimes incorrectly written with ñPfò,  

 
PF 46969 

 
 



KV 2/267, page 3 

 
18.7.38. CX/12722/25/a  re Pfheiffer.   (AOB, please notice that apparently the German 

related CX/ serials starting with at least 12 followed often by the number ñ5ò, 
though in most cases this has been made invisible) 

KV 2/267, page 4 

 
KV 2/267-3 

 
Serials deleted authority EBD/R8 11.10.60 



(AOB, I always wondered about these deletions since, say, 1955. I assume: a reason might 
have been, that he once became engaged within ñfriendlyò organisations, like was the newly 
established German Bundeswehr or otherwise. Another option being - that it had become 
apparent that he had passed away; why keeping otherwise a person on a blacklist?) 
KV 2/267, page 6 

 
16.4.44 Extract from report from Artist, brought back by Tricycle 13.4.44. 
(AOB, Artist:  his real name Johann Jebsen, also known as Jonny Jebsen. Tragically 
disappeared since February 1945, from the Sachsenhausen camp. Was part of the OSTRO 
(Fidrmuc, case as well, also Ballhorn ï real name Hans Brandes. For more details on this 
aspect, please notice my extensive:  http://www.cdvandt.org/klatt-ostro-josephine.htm 
Tricycle = Popov, who also played a role in the Garbo/Kuehlenthal Case) 
KV 2/267, page 7 

 
Mr. Hart, 
B.1.B. 
 Please see 36a and subsequent serials.  I mentioned Pfheiffersôs expected desertion to 
O.S.S. at a recent 12 oôclock meeting from which you were absent. It was then agreed you 
should handle his case our angle if he be brought here. 
 As you know, Pheiffer is not alone among G.I.S. (AOB, German Intelligence Service) 
officials in Turkey in coming over to our side and, in this connection, you should see the 
signal at 6a in PF 600236 (attached) where we ask S.I. M.E. (AOB, Secret Intelligence 
Middle East) to indicate the line they are adopting towards these cases which, may well 
become frequent. 
 
B.1.B.        A.J. Kellar 
13.9.44 
KV 2/267, page 9 

 
11.3.45.  M.S.S. History Sheet for Pheiffer. (AOB, RSS intercepts about him) 
 
 

http://www.cdvandt.org/klatt-ostro-josephine.htm


KV 2/267-1, page 10 

 
26.5.45 Minute from SCO to Colonel Baxter L.R.C. forwarding Form 4b for Pheiffer 
on arrival in s.s. Drottingholm. (AOB, interesting notice: he did not went over the Allies,  but 
was being brought on agreement, together with all other KONO employees, by means of this 
Swedish ship, first to Portugal, where they landed at Lisbon. From another source we know: 
that they found the KO Portugal premises (more or less) also deserted in Lisbon. S.S. 
Drottingholm was also the ship that brought Erich Gimpel from America to Sweden in 1942 
early 43, in the course of an exchange program between America and Germany)  
KV 2/267-1, page 10 

 
31.5.45 Minute from V.E. (CX/12799/592) forwarding Pheifferôs activities.  (AOB, 
consider again the provision of CX/ é number, which is a real rarity; remember also the 
German related matters often start with CX/12 é../) 
KV 2/267-1, page 13 

 
11.7.45 Tp Camp 020 with reference to Luggage arrived at Kiel of persons now at 
Camp 020 (Filed 22.7.45) 
(AOB, please remember: that Pheiffer once was onboard the Swedish ss. Drottinholm from 
Istambul (Istanbul) at least to Lisbon. Therefore, it is not unlikely, that his at least luggage 
was first unloaded in a Swedish port, and from there it arrived in Kiel harbour. Whether 
Pheiffer first landed in Germany or was, convinced to go to England, we donôt know yet)  
KV 2/267-1, page 13 

 
20.7.45 To Camp 020 with reference to information re Pheiffer given by Wichmann. 
(filled on 22.7.45)(AOB, Herbert Wichmann for most of the time was Leiter Ast Hamburg 
(Ast-X)) 
KV 2/267-1, page 17 

 
9.10.45 From Camp 020 re Pheifferôs return to B.A.O.R. & details of property 
(AOB, B.A.O.R. once stood for: British Army of the Rhine. We may thus consider that he 
went at least back to Germany, whether as a free individual we not yet know. Very hampering 
about Pheiffer is, that we cannot find relevant information on his, such on Wikipedia. Always 
making Google search more or less worthless, when there exist information on better known 
persons; which apparently is the case with Fregt.-Kapt. Erich Pheiffer) 
KV 2/267-1, page 18 

 
17.1.46 Copy of letter from No. 5, Civilian Internement camp, Truppen-Übungsplatz to 

Camp 020. 
28.1.46 To No. 5, Civilian Int. Camp, Truppen-Übungsplatz, re Meossner (AOB, 
Moessner?)  
 
 

ƃ 
 



KV 2/267-1, page 18 

 
7.2.46 from S.I.S. (AOB, British, Secret Intelligence Service)  (ref 

CX/12799/592/V.D.5.) re Pheiffer and his despatch of agents to U.K. 
KV 2/267-1, page 21 

 
Erich Pheiffer and his mistress Hilde Gersdorf  

 

 
Freg.-Kapt. Erich Pheiffer 

 
 
 
 
 
Ź 
 
 
 

 



KV 2/267-1, page 23 

 
Extract for file: PF 46060   Name Pheiffer 
Original in file 413848   Serial 24a Receipt Date:  27.6.46 
.. 
Extracted 6.8.46    by M.H. Section R4 

Extract from S.I,S. Letter re two Poles, Cywinski and Stonimski mentioning Pheiffer 
 
 é. It also, appears that the ñEmigrantò had been given a pass by the Germans, but I find it 
hard to believe that Pheiffer could have known of the existence of the Boat, let alone its 
proposed sailing times, when Lomenech had only just bought it and his whole plan had been 
upset anyway. 
  You will notice in the 032 report on Pheiffer that he denies any knowledge of 
agents having been placed on board the ñEmigrantò and if the two Poles had knowingly 
planted on the Barbarin sisters, it would appear that the Germans were already aware of 
Lomenechôs activities ï a state of affairs which I cannot accept é 
 
 
 
 
 

Ź 
 
 
 
 



KV 2/267-1, page 24 

 
Extract for File: PF. 46969   Name Pheiffer 
Original in File No.  413848  Serial. 21a  receipt Date: 29.5.46 
Original from   Interrogation Note Under ref. None Dated:  29.5.46 
Extracted on:  6.8.46   by M.H.  Section R4 

Cross reference to note on Interrogation of Miroslaw 
Somimski at Room 055 on 16

th
 May 1946. 

- - -  
From the report made by Pheiffer, it is obvious that he was aware that ñLôEmigrantò was 
destinated for Britain.  He facilitated the departure of Somimski so that he (Pheiffer) could 
ófind out the traffic route used by the Gaullists to England and vice versaô.  Pheiffer knew 
the place of embarkation and he must have known that there were escapes on the boat.  It 
seems strange therefore that he did not get the information that he required by laying 
hands on the owner of the boat.  In any case the information would have been no use to 
him.  
 
 
 
 

ƃ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ƃ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KV 2/267-1, page 27 

 
 



032/Case No. 0374/Pheiffer 
Preamble. 
1The following paras deal with the matter brought up in the M.I.5 brief, and the brief from 
Case work GSI, 1 Corps only,. (AOB, this might have been an American file) 
 
2 The story of the ñEmigrantò,  as told by Grosse, is substantially true and agrees with the 
explanation given by Subject (AOB, = Pheiffer), which is as follows: 
 
3 Pheiffer was informed by the Zollamt (AOB, Costums Service) that one of their men had 
discovered the sailing date of the Emigrant.  This Subject in his turn reported to his chief 
Obstlt. Dernbach, Ast-Leiter of Angers, and was ordered by him to deal with the matter 
himself.  Subject asked Zollamt for further information, and was told that the man who had 
discovered the details about the Emigrant was one of their V-men Trevillion, then stationed in 
Camaret. 
 
4 Subject ordered a member of the Meldekopf Brest of III-F of Ast Angers, a certain Uffz. 
Sofu. (AOB, Sdf.?) Kraus (@ Grosse) to contact this Trevillion and to find out more specific 
details.  This was done, and when the exact date of departure was known, Subject was warned 
by Kraus.  Pheiffer then ordered Zollamt not to search this vessel, but to allow it to leave as it 
was.  At the same time he requested the Kmdt (AOB, Kommandant) of the Hafenflotille of 
Brest not to worry this vessel, but merely to follow it and find out in what precise  direction it 
would be going, and to report this to him.  
 
5 The purpose of all this was, according to Subject, to find out the traffic route used by the De 
Gaullists from France to England, and vice versa.  Subject stated that it had come to their 
notice that such a traffic indeed existed, and that it was his work to see that it was ultimately 
broken up, and the route closed for good. 
 
6 The first phase then was to find out the exact route, the second to infiltrate agents of III-F 
into the organisation, to learn details about its leaders and members, and the final phase would 
be the arrest the lot if they showed up in France.  Subject, however, categorically stated that at 
the time of the departure of the Emigrant the time of the second phase had not yet been 
arrived, and that he had not yet had recourse to agents.  On no account was he interested in 
actual espionage in England, as he was a member of III and not of Eins Abwehr, (AOB, = 
Abw. I, III was engaged to counter-espionage). 
 
7 He denies any knowledge of agents of German origin having been placed on board the 
Emigrant, and states further that he never made use of Poles throughout all his activities as an 
Abwehr man.  The story as related above was likewise born out of Eitel, Karl, a former Haupt 
V-Mann (AOB, Eitel once belonged to Nest Bremen) of Subject.  He too, however, denies 
any knowledge whatsoever of agents having been placed on board the ship. 
 
8 With regard to Kraus, both stated that this man never was an interpreter but merely a V-
Mann, though in his work he had to pose as an interpreter. 
 
5  April   46. 
032 Civil Interrogation Camp, (AOB, in Germany) 
1 Corp District 
B.A.O.R.        Sjt. 
        M.C? Chambers 
        14218721 
 



KV 2/267-1, page 38 

 
 



Kirpfel. 
 Dr. Harold Kirpfel was a civilian employee in Gruppe Vi C of Mat VI (AOB, thus 
RSHAôs Mil Amt since the 20

th
 July Plot) in which capacity he specialised in Far Eastern 

matters.  The preliminary reports indicate that Kirpfel has extensive knowledge, not only on 
German activities in collaboration with and against the Japanese, but also of Japanese 
espionage in Europe.  
 No report yet been received from Camp 020, but the interrogator states that Kirfel is 
fully cooperative, and his report is likely to contain much valuable information on the above 
mentioned subjects. 
 
Pheiffer. 
 Feg.-Kapt. Dr. Erich Pheifferôs Abwehr career began in 1933 with his recruiting by 
Kapt.Lt. von Hohnhorst, who asked him to a form of a ñCustoms Security Serviceò (Vgadk), 
along the coastal area controlled by the North See command.   Pheiffer next founded Ast 
Wilhelmshaven (AOB, most unlikely, more likely is: Nest Wilhelmshaven and turned his 
attention to the establishment of an intelligence network in the Low Countries and later in the 
United States.  
 
 In 1934 he recruited the notorious Karl Schlueter, steward on the Nord Deutsche liner 
ñEuropaò whose contacts in the United States later received world wide publicity after the 
exposure of the :òJessie Jordanô case.  In the same year Pheiffer enlisted the services of Karl 
Eitel.  
 
 In the Spring of 1935 Canaris, inspecting Wilhelmshaven and highly commending 
Pheiffer, suggested that the latterôs scope was limited in the closed naval area of 
Wilhelmshaven, and ordered him to establish a Stelle Bremen (AOB, known also as Nest 
Bremen, since; also carrying code-name ñBuchtò)  where he could concentrate on the 
collection of world wide shipping intelligence. 
 
 Pheiffer has told in detail the stories of Vent and Aubert in France and Günter Rumich 
and his confederations in the United States.  In the latter connection, his comments on 
Turrouôs book  ñThe Nazi Spy. Conspiracy in Americaò in Appendix III are of interest. 
 
 In 1939 came the first opportunity of regaining a footing in the United States with 
Simon Koedelôs  offer of Services to the G.I.S. (AOB, German Intelligence Services) which 
Pheiffer was prompt in accepting. 
 
 The expansion of Nest Bremen on the outbreak of war and the immediate exploitation 
of Dr. Bensmannôs contacts in the oil industry in Europe and America, which showed 
Pheifferôs  efficiency and enterprise, were followed in May 1940 by the formation of 
Marineeinsatzkommando to accompany the German invasion forces on their advance to the 
West.  Passing through Holland and Belgium and carrying out operations more or less 
equivalent to those of an Allied T-force,  the Kommando reached Brest in June 1940 and was 
transformed into a static Nest in July, Pheiffer acting as Leiter, Sokolowski as Deputy Leiter 
and head of a Gruppe III action (AOB, counter espionage).  Of his activities while in Brest, 
Pheiffer has told little which was not already known to us, but his confirmation of 
Wichmannôs account of ñOperation See-Loewe (Seelºwe)ò is not without interest (p.50 and 
Appendix V?) 
 
 
 
 



KV 2/267-1, page 40 

 
 In March 1943 Pheiffer was transferred to Alst Paris as Leiter Gruppe III on 
succession to Meissner, being replaced in Brest by Freg.-Kapt. Stobbes.  Pheiffer was ill at 
case in this capacity and seems never to have obtained a real grasp of the situation. He 
followed the Bedaux/Ledebur case closely a real grasp of the situation.  He followed the 
Bedaux/Ledebur case closely and was concerned in the plans for cooperation between the 
Deuxieme Bureau and the Abwehr in North Africa. Pheiffer discusses at length the unpleasant 
encroachment of the S.D. on Abwehr III-F (AOB, = counter-espionage) spheres which was 
taking place at the time.  In March 1943 he was transferred to Berlin and to his enjoy was 
promoted Leiter I M. as successor to Menzel.  Pheiffer soon found himself once more able to 



use initiative and experience and gave much attention to the technical side of naval 
intelligence which he considered to have been neglected in the past. To repair this defect he 
created a new sub-section ï I-M/T ï under Hptm. Kaempf (Kämpf) and instructed all I-M 
personnel to give special attention to this subject.  Pheiffer comments that Fidrmuc was one of 
the best sources for technical reports. 
 
 He describes interesting conversation with K.O. Madrid and Lisbon officers during a 
visit to the Peninsula in May 1943.  At the end of June 1943 he and Schueler flew to Instanbul 
(Istambul) and thence to Sofia and Kavalla to review the I-M situation in the East 
Mediterranean.  After September 1943 when he was appointed Ia and deputy to Hansen (Chef 
Abteilung I), - Pheiffer found himself overwhelmed with work.  In November he was 
instructed to initiate enquiries into the events leading up to the arrest in Trinidad of Osmar 
Hellmuth, agent of Harnisch in Buenos Aires, blame for which was fathered by the S.D.   on 
the Abwehr.  In the next month he was sent by Hansen to inspect the work of Leverkuehn in 
Istanbul (Istambul).  Concurrently he was endeavouring to resist instance by the Foreign 
Office that the staff of K.O.Spain should be drastically cut down. (AOB, resulting later in 
throwing out of the premises of the Embassy; into a business office but lacking Diplomatic 
Status. According Fidrmuc (Ostro) this was later re-established again) Pheiffer tells me of the 
developments following Canarisô downfall (AOB, on 12 February 1944) and of Ledeburôs 
activities at this time.  Finally describes the events attendant upon the transfer to the post of 
Leiter K.O. Turkey (AOB, it was actually known as KONO or sometimes written KO NO) 
and the state of affairs which obtained there after his transfer. 
 
 The severance of diplomatic relations between Germany and Turkey in August 1944 
resulted in Pheiffer internment (AOB, mainly being caused by British diplomatic pressure) 
which continued until his deportation in the Swedish S.S. ñDrottingholmò in April 1945. 
(AOB, They landed just in early May 1945 in Lisbon, what their further fate was I donôt know 
in details) 
 
 Of the lengthy Appendices to Pheifferôs report, Appendix II, describing the origins of 
the Abwehr is of historic interest, as is Appendix Vim which supplements Wichmannôs 
(AOB, former Leiter Ast-X (Hamburg)) account of the plans to establish Abwehr units in 
Great Britain.  In Appendix XIII Pheiffer gives a factual account of the Abwehrôs rates of pay, 
and Appendix XIV tells of the Abwehrôs budget. 
 
B.1.W. 
29.10.45      M.N. Forrest. 
 
KV 2/267-1, page 49 

 
é. ; and it was to this end that he was diverted, on his enforced return to Germany via 
Portugal after the end of the war, (AOB, from there) to Camp 020, where he arrived on 26 
May 1945. (AOB, voilà now we know: that Pheiffer first has returned the Germany and from 
there he was conveyed to Camp 020, this has to be corrected, as we later will learn that he 
was taken from ss Drottingholm on 26

th
 May 1945 in a British port, where the ship was 

stopped for inspection)  
 
 
 



 
 
KV 2/267-1, page 51 

  
 Before the coming of of Hitler and the dissolution of the parties in Germany, Pheiffer, 
in the nature of his employment, was politically active as a member of the National-Liberal 
ñDeutsche Volksparteiò;  he was on the provincial board of the Part(y), and was a candidate 
tor both Reichstag and Landtag. 
 With the eruption of the Nazi movement first his political and later professional 
activities were severely curtailed.  His position as a union manager was not yet untenable, 
however, when, in 1932 he was mobilised for a brief refresher course with the navy, (now the 
Kriegsmarine), reporting to the cruiser ñEmdenò.  Here he became friendly with the 
navigation officer Kapt. (later Admiral) Thiele, who commended his keenness.  In 1933 the 
new regime ordered naval manoeuvres, and Pheiffer was again mobilised, with orders to 
report on board the cruiser ñLeipzigò  at Wilhelmshaven.   

 
 On reporting the following day at naval HQ,  Pheiffer was received by Kapitän-
Leutnant von Hohnhorst, who enquired whether Pheiffer would be interested in rejoining the 
navy as a regular officer.  Pheiffer enquired under what conditions he would be employed, for 
he was at present in good civilian employment.  Von Hohnhorst replied that he would of 
course, return to the Navy with a Regular commission; he would not, at first wear  uniform; 
for the rest,  the job in mind for him was highly secret.  Pheiffer enquired what his duties 



might be, but was told that these details could not be given him until he had been readmitted 
to Regular Navy had taken the oath. 
 Pheiffer explained that he wished to have time to think over the proposition, and that, 
anyway, he was anxious to take part in the naval exercise which were about to begin;  and the 
other agreed that he be given the opportunity to consider the suggestion. 
 
 At the end of exercises, which lasted three weeks, the ñEmdenò returned to 
Wilhelmshaven.  There Pheiffer found waiting for him an order from the naval Command that 
he report immediately to Kapt. Fleischer at the Reichswehr-Ministerium in the 
Tirpitzuferstrasse, Berlin.    
 

 
 There are two sons of marriage: Dietmar Pheiffer, age 21, latterly Naval Cadet 
(Fähnrich-zur-See); and Manfred Pheiffer, aged 18, cadet of the Marineartillerie. 
 
Later Kaptain-zur-See Von Hohnhorst. 
 
It was only about a year later, when he had got to know him better, that Pheiffer learned from 
Von Hohnhorst how this first contact with the Abwehr ï in Von Hohnhorstôs person ï had 
come about: Kpt. Thiele was at this time P. Eins (Officer Ic Personell) at the Wilhelmshaven 
station;  Vin Hohnhorst had asked him to suggest a suitable person for special duties;  and 
Thiele had recommended Pheiffer merely as ña keen and intelligence typeò.  
KV 2/267-1, page 52 

 
 From the paymaster Pheiffer learned, to his disappointment, that he would be 
receiving the lowest rate of pay in his rank, amounting roughly to only one-half of his current 
civilian income.  The pay would amount to about 484 RM monthly, with 30 RM, allowance 
for his wife and family; and this was subject to income tax, which would reduce his pay by 
between eight and nine pre cent. 



 
Pheiffer summoned his wife to Berlin and talked things over with her.  He reminded her that 
the (Party to which he belonged), was already creating difficulties for him in his occupation as 
a union manager;  he could not see that the position would improved é On the other hand;  
the naval appointment represented a considerable financial sacrifice, much as he would like to 
rejoin the service.  Frau Pheiffer understood the financial loss, but urged her husband, ñwho 
would never be happy until returned to the Navy,ò to follow his inclination. 

 
 Pheiffer returned to Altenkrichen with his wife, resigned his managerial post and 
prepared for his new future.  His private income had ceased;  his savings were not large; but 
he was happy at the prospect of resuming a Naval career. 
 
 On the appointed day he reported at Wilhelmshaven ï where he found lodging for 
himself and his wife in the Prinz Wilhelmstrasse ï as was well received by von Hohnhorst.  In 
the presence of a civilian employees of the latter, Stobbe, Pheiffer was given an official 
handbook to read on security on personnel, documents, material and establishments, later this 
day he was introduced to Admiral Schultze, C-in-C, North sea Command, the latterôs A Eins 
(AOB, I), Kapt. (later Admiral) Dönitz, and the other members of the staff.    
KV 2/267-1, page 53 

 
 Pheiffer found that the existing Customs services were wholly inadequate for the new 
task and drew up a plan showing the numbers which would be necessary to carry out the 
duties now demanded of it. There appeared also to be lamentable ignorance in the existing 
service of the very coastline which was to be protected;  he had to make several surveying 
trips by sea and enquiries on land on land from such authorities as local smugglers to establish 
the points suitable for clandestine landings, as also others of vital interest from a security 
point of view.  He made a number of short trips in a coastguard cutter (AOB, Kutter)  to 



survey the coastline and outline the islands.  He never wore uniform on these ventures, but it 
was known but it was known by those who were detailed to assist that he was engaged in 
ñmost secret workò;  a blue ñTruppenausweisò with which he had been supplied asking all 
in authority to give him their fullest co-operation and every facility, reinforced his personal 
position. 
 
KV 2/267-1, page 54 

 
 In the meantime, in about May 1934, von Hohnhorst summoned Pheiffer and told him 
that in view of the excellent development of the VGADK scheme, which now called only for 
remote supervision, he would have time at his disposal to consider a new departure: the 
establishment of a Nachrichtendienst, information service.  The office ïAst Wilhelmshaven 
(AOB, might actually have been once called Nest (Nebenstelle) instead of Ast; which always 
constituted a head centre) ï had been allotted Belgium and Holland as its sphere of influence, 
if not of activity, for strict orders had been given that no work must be undertaken against 
these countries: ñAs Wilhelmshaven had no other countries on which to work, the allocation 
was somewhat illusory.ò 

 
 Von Hohnhorst, an old lieutenant of the Abwehr/Abteilung of the Reichswehr-
Ministerium, laid down the general principles and spoke only in the vaguest terms.  The plan 
at present, he said, was to have a few Stützpunkte in Holland and Belgium: one or two 
informants, and here and there a cover address for future use.  Pheiffer, he imagined, would 
know ñhow to win over an occasional agentò,  if he needed money for the purpose, he would 
ask for it in each instance.  But although his own responsibility was to increase, Pheiffer 
himself would not get an increase in pay. .. 

 
 His chief then told him that he would launch him on his new work by sending him off 
to Belgium and Holland to call on some of his (von Hohnhorstôs) own contacts in those 
countries;  perhaps Pheiffer could establish others?  He gave him a short list of names and 



addresses of individuals living in Amsterdam, Rotterdam, The Hague, Antwerp, Brussels, and 
Venlo:  he was to introduce himself to the persons concerned ï all of them former German 
officers who were personally known to von Hohnhorst ï as a friend.  

 

 
In the Hague, a German who had lived for some years in the Dutch colonies and was now 
resident at Pricess (Prinses) Julianalaan 235 or 245, in the suburb of Voorburg; and a certain 
Blum, former manager of the local Ingenieurskantoor (AOB, Ingenieursbureau?)  voor 
scheepsbouw; 

 
Co-operating with Fleischer at this time in the Tirpitzuferstrasse (AOB, I my perception, it is 
not unlikely that this location was known as: ñTirpitzuferò, because it bordered a canal) was 
an old retired colonel (Obst.), found of good cigars, who had formerly been employed under 
Nikolai, head of the German Secret Services in 1914-18;  he had his own office and was 
charged (Pheiffer learned later) with preparing ñblue-printsò for the establishment and 
expansion of the Abwehr in the event of war. 
KV 2/267-1, page 55 

 
In Rotterdam he called on Dyckerhoff, a German merchant with offices in the Atlantikhaus (? 
Atlantishaus), who had been indicated to him by von Hohnhorst;  Dyckerhoff was manager of 
the local branch of the Damco concern, and it was arranged that one of his employees, 
Ludwig (or Louis) Jakob Fischer, should act as a postbox; and in Rotterdam also Pheiffer 
established a cover address at the newspaper kiosk in the Plein ï vendorôs name had been 
supplied by von Hohnhorst. (AOB, in the Dutch telephonebook of 1937, Dyckerhoff wasnôt 
found, but the Damco N.V. Scheepvaartmij (Maatschappij); but in those days not everybody 
possessed a private telephone connection. What also should be considered, he could have 
lived outside of Rotterdam) 
 
 
 
 

ƃ 
 
 
 
 



KV 2/267-1, page 55 

 
 Pheiffer referred the matter to Berlin (AOB, the reason was, that he was pointed at 
someone engaged at the German Passenger ship ñEuropaò who was a fanatic Nazi, name 
Schlütter) and received an encouraging reply;  it was interested, however, that the only 
subjects of any immediate interest, so far as America sources were concerned, were technical 
matters connected with the Navy and Air Force.  It was not a question of direct espionage 
against the United States, with which Germany had no foreseeable quarrel;  but Germany was 
vitally interested in obtaining all manner of technical information which would allow her to 
catch up with new developments, since she had been compelled by disarmament and control 
to lag behind other nations in technical progress.  
KV 2/267-1, page 57 

 
 At this time Pheiffer began to draw for his expenses some 1,000 RM monthly, but 
both Eitel (AOB, see KV 2/382 ï 385, he was a Nest Bremen man) and Schlütter agreed to 
work solely against reimbursement of their out-of-pocket expenses (Eitel often went so far as 
to refuse and repayment, but claimed to work only for the Fatherland).  

 
 At this time Pheiffer was not himself being pressed for results, and he was therefore 
intent on building up an intelligence organisation without haste.  Abt. I (AOB, concerned with 
espionage, whereas Abt. III concerned counter-espionage) was at this stage in the 
development of the Abwehr completely overshadowed by Abt. III, and this was soon so 
impressed on Ast Wilhelmshaven by the appointment of a new officer to take charge of III 
work.  He was Sokolowski, a retired naval officer, who had become a farmer and was recalled 
for service in March 1934 as a Kapitän-Leutnant. (AOB, please bear in mind: that U-boat 
commanders often wore an equal ranking) 
 
 

ƃ 
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 During this time Pheiffer was seeking ways and means of creating an intelligence 
network both for Europe and overseas.  One of the Aussenhandelstelle, where all business 
travellers going overseas were registered.  At first he contented himself with ñcasualò 
interviews with returning businessmen, but soon an opportunity offered itself for direct 
employment of an agent.  

 
On two or three occasions Pheiffer visited Abwehr HQ in Berlin as representative of Ast 
Wilhelmshaven; on these occasions he met Fleischerôs assistants: Niebuhr (AOB, according 
to his KV 2/3301 file, he for the time being, was stationed in Buenos Aires), second in 
command, later to become Naval Attaché in Buenos Aires (when he was succeeded by 
Menzel);  Udo von Bonin and a fourth I-M officer.  
KV 2/267-1, page 59 

 
 Pheiffer subsequently received a letter from the Bremerôs English friend, offering him 
to continue ñto good workò;  he had found it very difficult to work with the young German é 
Pheiffer suspected at once that the Englishman might be controlled by the British Intelligence 
Service.  He consulted Stobbe who was inclined to think that the man and ignored him from 
then on.  The affair of the Bremer and Englishman did not redound to his credit with his 
chiefs, who described it as ñan expensive bit of nonsenseò;  but it helped to temper his future 
technique: his appraisal of potential agents henceforth was more thorough and cautious.  

 
 His radius of action was now expanding.  Since Wilhelmshaven was a ñclosed 
fortressò- a fact which limited his scope there ï Pheiffer began to operate more actively in the 
Bremen area. é 
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KV 2/267-1, page 60 

 
 Pheiffer had no need to pay these new informants;  all undertook to cooperate ñas 
good and loyal Germansò.  Occasionally, however, and especially at such times as Xmas, he 
would give them presents in the shape of binoculars, sextants; shipsô chronometers, and the 
like. 

 
 Shortly after receiving these instructions, Eitel established his contact:  Juan Frutism a 
Gallicised Spaniard who was employed by the local NDL (AOB, = Norddeutsche Lloyd) 
agency and boarding the ñBremenò on her every call, escorting passengers aboard and 
otherwise busying himself.  In the course of a brief first conversation, Eitel learned that Frutos 
was well disposed towards the Germans: he boasted that during the 1914-18 war he had been 
active on the north coast of Spain helping in refuelling German U-Boats;  he spoke 
convincingly, and Eitel was suitably impressed.   
 From the description given by Eitel and ñthe instinct of an intelligence officerò,  
Pheiffer decided that Frutos, who was meeting Eitelôs request for material with satisfactory 
promptitude, might be probably recruited as an agent,  He wrote a letter to Frutos and handed 
it to Eitel for delivery;  it expressed in discreet terms appreciation of his past services and 
hopes that he might be even more useful in the future;  the writer would be willing to pay for 
any interesting information on results of his enterprise. 
 Frutos seized on the offer and wrote back to Pheiffer via Eitel agreeing to undertake 
the work;  he suggested, in his very first letter, that he might adopt the covername of ñJohn 
Eikinsò.  At first Pheiffer had offered to pay Frutos his expenses only;  but now, according to 
the value of the information supplied, he was to be given from time to time sums varying 
between $ 20 and $ 25. 
 
 



KV 2/267-1, page 61 

 
 In march/April 1935 Kapt-z-S. Canaris (later Admiral) who had recently become head 
of the Abwehr in succession of Kapt.-z-S. Patzig, arrived in Wilhelmshaven on a voyage of 
inspection.  He expressed his satisfaction with the work of the situation, and commended 
especially Pheiffer, but suggested that Wilhelmshaven, as closed naval area, was hardly suited 
to the development of active intelligence work.  He ordered that a plan for establishment of an 
out-station at Bremen be worked out and submitted to him (AOB, Pheiffer, to go to, or 
establish Nest Bremen) 
 Von Hohnhorst, to whom he addressed himself, opposed the idea;  he whished to 
centralise all activities in Wilhelmshaven itself, and if necessary he could provide Pheiffer 
with transport to visit Bremen regularly for his intelligence work.  Canaris was adamant, 
however. And coldly told von Hohnhorst that since he was not in agreement with the plan, it 
would be entrusted to Pheiffer, the latter must be ready to move out of Wilhelmshaven to a 
new office in Bremen by 1 October 1935.  In the meantime he was drawn up and submit a 
fully detailed plan, giving the required establishment and policy to be adopted. 
KV 2/267-1, page 62 

 
 At the same time he began to draw up his blueprint for Nest Bremen.  He decided that 
this new Stelle should concentrate on shipping intelligence and obtain the fullest information 
on local and world-wide industrial traffic by sea.  He would require as assistants one shipping 
expert, two typists and a driver.  (The plan when submitted, was accepted by Canaris, 
although the proposed establishment was cut down by one typist.) 

 
 On 1 October 1935 Nest Bremen opened its offices in the Kriegsmarine Dienststelle 
building, where it would be easy to refer to all files and examine records of personnel of the 
merchant Navy, etc. and where, also, there were close links with the two Referents of the 



KM-Dienststelle (AOB, KM = K riegsmarine)  concerned, though the latter were offered no 
access to Pheifferôs own records or encouraged  to show interest in his activities. 
KV 2/267-63 

 
 The Nest staff in those first days consisted of Pheiffer, an Leiter and expert on Naval 
matters;  Bendixen, to operate the merchant shipping espionage system;  Vilma Gairung, a 
secretary working with Pheiffer at Wilhelmshaven since 1934, and Huneken (Hüneken), a 
civilian driver recruited through the ADC of the Chief of the Wehrersatzinspektion.  
KV 2/267-1, page 64 

 
 In the course of the same year cam a windfall for Pheiffer.  A French Naval officer, 
Marc Aubert, had offered his services as an agent to the German Naval Attaché in Paris.  The 
latter had sent the offer to Berlin, where it was passed to Abwehr, and reached the new I-M 
chief, Kapt.z.S. Michels, successor of Fleischer who had returned to Naval service properé 
The I-M Chief communicated at once with Aubert by letter and expressed interest in his 
proposition, suggesting that he send some token of interest.  By return of post almost, there 
arrived at the cover address chosen by Michels an envelope mailed from Brest by ordinary 
course of post: it contained copies of the current French Navy codes,  and there was a 
covering letter from Aubert himself. 
 Berlin suspected a hoax or trap; but when coding system was tested on intercepted 
French signals, it was found to be genuine enough, Michels at once communicated with 
Pheiffer and gave him orders to run ñthis very potential agent.ò 
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KV 2/267-1, page 64 + 65 

 

 
Pheiffer wrote to Aubert expressing his appreciation of the excellent material and 

inviting ñfurther interesting correspondenceò, to be sent to one of the cover addresses in 
Holland,  This letter, written en clair French, he signed either ñEderhof or Doctorò, both 
covernames which he was now using.  He advised Aubert that he would appreciate ñanything 
usefullò;  payment would be sent to him via Holland.  
 Aubert replied that he was taking an examination in Brest and that he would certainly 
communicate anything of value. He signed this and subsequent letters to Pheiffer either 
ñAubertò, ñAò, or with some other cover designation. 

In the summer Aubert wrote to Pheiffer advising him that he would be coming to 
Antwerp very soon with ñsomething importantò. A rendezvous was arranged at the Hotel 
Century;  Aubert was to identify himself by appearing in the hall at a certain time on a certain 
date; he was to limp heavily. 

Pheiffer travelled to Antwerp and waited at the hotel for some time beyond the 
appointed hour.  Eventually he spoke to the porter, who phoned one of the rooms and assured 
him that Aubert was in and would be down in twenty minutes.  When he still did not appear 
Pheiffer became increasingly nervous, but after several more minutes he passed the lift came 
down and a man in French Naval uniform appeared.  He spoke the porter, Pheiffer was 
pointed out to him, and he walked over to introduce himself. 

 
 Pheiffer ñthought that it was all overò,  that this latest indiscretion was unpardonable.  
He severely rated Aubert for his tactlessness, then ordered Aubert to return to his room while  



he went out to things over. 
KV 2/267-1, page 65 continuing 

 
 After careful consideration Pheiffer, who was weighted up the possibilities of a trap 
while walking round the block, decided to take ñpot luckò.  He advised Aubert, through the 
hall porter (AOB, Portier) that he would come up to his room that afternoon. 
 On arriving there later, he was shocked to see a woman with Aubert, who introduced 
her as his wife (ñShe was a type of wife to whom the French refer between quotesò). 
 But he was to have more severe, if more pleasant shock.  Indicating several suitcases, 
Aubert proclaimed that they were filled with very important secret documents stolen from the 
Brest training establishment; and the were. (When papers were weighted later in Berlin they 
turned the scales at 95 lb!) (AOB, about 43 kg) 
 Pheiffer had a quick look at the material and saw at a glance that it was indeed a 
valuable haul; indicating to full details of French Navy vessels;  with blueprints and oter 
documents of incalculable worth,  there were papers describing the latest type of remote-
control mines and torpedoes elaborated by the French;  of which the Germans had neither 
knowledge nor suspicion. 
   



 Pheiffer told Aubert that he had another appointment in Holland and had to return to 
Germany via that country;  he could not, therefore, take the papers with him.  He settled the 
questing of payment at once, agreeing to Aubertôs demand of the equivalent in franks of 500 
RM. Monthly since the franc was at the time depreciating rapidly,  He added also that Aubert 
would undoubtedly receive a good bonus for his latest material.  
 Pheiffer told Aubert that after visiting his friend in Holland, he Pheiffer ñwould have 
to join  his ship on fleet exercises in Norwegian watersò, which had the virtue of being a fact;  
Aubert was to extend his stay in Antwerp and await a call by a contact who would take over 
the documents for deliver to Germany.  Pheiffer gave him some money to cover the hotel 
expenses, the purchase of civilian clothes (ña most urgent matterò)  and cost of a suitcase for 
the transfer of the papers to Germany. 
KV 2/267-1, page 65 + 66  

 

 
 From Holland Pfeiffer at once contacted the Nest Office at Bremen and gave 
instructions that an officer leave at once for Antwerp to take over the documents from Aubert.  
Bendixen sent down an officer who had recently been attached to Pheiffer for a yearôs course. 
Kapt.Leut Unterberg.  The latter travelled overland, collected the prize from Aubert and took 
a German ship from Antwerp for Hamburg, for there was no outgoing customs examination at 
the Belgium port.  On arrival in Hamburg Unterberg was promptly detained by the German 
Customs authorities, ñfor carrying documents of suspicious nature!ò 
 Urgent telephone messages were exchanged between Bremen and Hamburg and 
eventually Pheiffer, now returned to his offices, instructed Ast Hamburg to send a 
representative to Unterbergôs place of detention. Identify him as an Abwehr officer, effect his 
release, and dispatch him post haste to Bremen. 
 On his subsequent arrival, Pheiffer carefully examined the material, classified it, and 
forwarded it to Berlin piecemeal with brief covering reports:  ñCompliments were certainly 
flung around for his excellent coup!ò And Aubert, of whom more was to be heard later, got 
his bonus (ñMoney was his sole motive; he was a born traitorò) 

 
 
 

 



KV 2/267-2, page 1 

 
 Pheiffer felt that Britain, with he close passport and travellers control, would offer few 
such opportunities insofar as the landbound agent was concerned.  He was getting eminently 
satisfactory results from Bendixenôs shipping system for his favourite naval dossiers and it 
was always understood that Ast Hamburg would, with its speciality in Eins Heer (I-H) work, 
undertake intelligence against the UK.  
KV 2/267-2, page 2 

 
 Pheiffer interrogated those technicians who had already been to Russia and such 
diagrams and illustrations as were available were duly photographed and reports prepared.  
Engineers who would be leaving for Russia shortly were also contacted and asked to keep 
their eyes and ears open, but were warned ñnot to do anything illegal in Russia.ò In this way 
several very interesting reports were obtained until Pheiffer was informed by his own 
subordinates, that their new section of Abt. I (AOB, dealing with espionage generally) Group 

(Gruppe) I Wi (AOB, Wi rtschaft å Economics), had been formed to deal precisely with such 

matters, so that he was now trespassing on their province.  
KV 2/267-2, page 3 

 
 Not all their efforts were directed towards the collection of purely documentary 
material;  often the men were briefed on particular points of immediate interest to the German 
Navy.  Among these was the question of the disposition of anti-aircraft guns on British 
warships:  AA guns had been permitted and their position was a simple matter; but when they 
came to build the pocket battleships and drew up plans for the ñScharnhorstò and 
ñGneisenauò,  the placement of AA defences in strength raised some complex questions.  The 
Kriegsmarine wished to know how the British solved the problem of arranging a maximum 
field of fire;  and photographs of British ships brought by Bendixenôs men supplied the 
information.  



KV 2/2667-2, page 4 

 
 The Nest Bremen, originally a dependency of Ast Wilhelmshaven, had now been 
transferred, for purposes of discipline, posting of personnel and transport, to the jurisdiction 
of Hamburg (AOB, Ast-X); in regard to pay, promotions, etc., dealing were direct with 
Berlin; and on the intelligence side, Pheiffer continued to enjoy full independence.  

 
 The turn of the year had seen a considerable expansion in the personnel of Nest 
Bremen, necessitated by the assignment of ñwork against England.ò Unterberg, hitherto Eins 
Marine (I M) Referent had been transferred to Köln (Cologne) and was replaced by Kapt.-Lt. 
Klaps, who was to run the agent Boch;  Hptm. Wenzlau (AOB, we have encountered him 
being Major Wenzlau, together with Karl-Heinz Kraemer (Krämer) in the KLATT -OSTRO-
JOSEPHINE cases; which played since late 1942 in Stockholm), with no previous Ast 
experience, was sent from Berlin as Eins Luft (I L);  from Ast Hannover came Major Anger, 
an older man who had already been working against France, as Eins Heer (I H);  and Hans 
Alter, hitherto, only a clerk, became IMI (AOB, ?),  after acting for a brief period as assistant 
of Bendixen. 
KV 2/267-2, page 11 

 
 The year 1938 ended for Pheiffer as calamitously as it had begun.  On New Yearôs eve 
he learned that his ñgoldmineò,  Marc Aubert. Had at last become a grief.  Pheifferôs 
realisation that he was being played a double agent had become too late to save a payment in 
advance on a promised new ñspecial deliveryò.  Pheiffer learned a part in the story from the 
Press, the rest he pieced together himself:  in the course of the long drawn Czech crisis a 
French censor had opened one of the letters containing a report mailed to one of the cover 
addresses,  apparently that of Mrs. Brandy in Dublin, who had herself lately been forwarding 
much material to Germany through the captain of the ss ñFinckenauò.  
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 On discovery of the letter, the French apparently substituted the contents in such a way 
as to draw Pheiffer into sending a reply uncover the identity of Aubert.  It was only after a 
second letter that Pheiffer realised that his agent had been detected and turned.  With him 
there fell also Harri Frahm, one of several sleeping car attendants on the Köln-Paris run who 
had served as Aubertôs couriers in such matters as the mailing to him from Paris of 
correspondence picked up in Germany and the transfer of money. 
 So upset was Pheiffer by Aubertôs arrest that he begged his wife to cancel a New Year 
party arranged at his home, complaining that he had ñno heart for celebration when a manôs 
neck was at stake.ò 

 
 There were no reproaches from Canaris on the loss of Aubert; Pheiffer was, in fact,  
complimented on his success in running him for over two years, ñsince no agent working 
inside the armed forces of any country could be expected to survive even that long.ò 

 
It was, in fact, MI 5 which put the Deuxieme Bureau on the track of Aubert, just as it had 
warned the Americans of the activities of agents in the U.S.  Pheifferôs believe that a French 
censor had ñdiscoveredò the agent is, therefore, erroneous. 
The fact that Unterberg occasionally ran Aubert case chores on his behalf may explain 
Pheifferôs inability to recall a further address used by him:  ñJohann Franzen, Dordrechtò.  
Unterberg had close personal ties in Holland, and Pheiffer believes that this particular address 
must have been found by him. 
(AOB, the ultimate US espionage debacle, have been left out of this selective summary) 
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 To all his staff and officers-learners temporarily attached to him for instruction,  
Pheiffer used to recommend a book, ñKrieg und Industrie (or ñWirtschaftò)  - spionage, by 
Max Ronge, chief of the Austrian ñEvidenz B¿roò in the 1914-18 was, a straightforward story 
of espionage without embellishmentsò,  containing much valuable guidance on the conduct of 
ñEins-Dienstò and ñDrei-Dienstò. (AOB, successively: espionage and counter-espionage).  It 
had influenced Pheifferôs own approach to intelligence work. 
KV 2/267-2, page 13 

 
 The American debâcle had left Pheiffer without an agent in America.  The Nest was 
reduced to making a fresh start with new couriers buying magazines and newspapers in New 
York: Schlüter, in (AOB, on) the ss ñEuropaò, had been succeeded by a steward named 
Schultz; and in (AOB, on) the ss Bremenò a substitute had been found for Janichen. 

 
 His exposure in the cases of Vent and Aubert led Pheiffer to act with especial caution 
in his activities against France, where he now retained only ñBeckerò. Clayton and Frutos 
(AOB, the latter we have encountered already);  the Leissers he had lost with the transfer of 
Unterberg to Kºln (Cologne), and on the latterôs posting elsewhere they had come under 
control of Pheifferôs former trainee, Krumpholz. 
KV 2/267-2, page 16 

 
 Bischoff, in the meantime, had been down to Italy; at Milan he had left one of his 
business of conducting his firmôs transactions and intelligence work.  Bischoff, it had been 
decided, was to work from his office on the fourth floor of Wachtstrasse 27;  and two floors 
above him was installed the new Nest radio department under Schihrenbeck (AOB, 
Schirrenbeck?), a former Bremen radio enthusiast who had run an amateur W/T club and 
enlisted the aid of two of his friends, one of whom was called Onen (AOB, Ohnen?)  
 
 



KV 2/267-2, page 18 

 
 Pheiffer had himself failed to re-establish any useful contact with his former agents in 
France, but suddenly, out of the blue, came news of the old and trusted ñBeckerò.  His re-
entry into Pheifferôs fold was as spectacular as his earlier service could have suggested.  A 
customs officer in Aachen phoned Pheiffer at Nest Bremen to convey the message that ñKurt 
is here and awaits instructions,ò Pheiffer at once asked the Customs officer to supply 
ñBeckerò with a ticket to Bremen and funds to cover his expenses. 
 The agent arrived shortly afterwards and proudly announced that he was now ñan 
agent of the Deuxieme Bureau with a mission in black and Whiteò;  and he flourished a 
questionnaire with which he had been supplied,  He told Pheiffer that both he and his friend 
Clayton had been interned by the French on the outbreak of war.  After a time officers of the 
Deuxieme Bureau had come to the camp and both, he, as a ñJewish refugee from Germany, 
and Clayton, as an Austrian; had apparently been regarded as good material for potential 
agents working for the French.  He had been given a good training had been commanded for 
his ñquickness in the uptakeò.  While Clayton had not the courage to come to Germany ï he 
was working for the Deuxieme Bureau only ópro formaô- he (ñBeckerò)  had accepted a 
mission across the border. They had sent him via Brussels ï where the French representative 
was an employee of the Heydsekt champagne office ï and here he was, with a forged Danish 
passport é 



 Pheiffer examined the passport, which was so badly done as to be ñopen to suspicion 
by a childò (AOB, ein Kind kann sehen ..) and required whether he had run into trouble at 
Aachen.  ñBeckerò disillusioned him, stating that he had been passed by frontier authorities 
and that he had then begged one of them to announce to ñDr. Ederhofò (AOB, one of 
Pheifferôs aliases) in Bremen that his Kurt was back again. 
 The Nest-Leiter commended him on his enterprise and loyalty and together they 
prepared answers to the questionnaire, with which ñBeckerò duly returned to Paris. 
KV 2/267-2, page 21 

 
 The Kommando, temporarily attached to Heeresgruppe A or B at Düsseldorf, sallied  
forth from Köln (Cologne) at 5 a.m. on 14 May 1940, with orders to report to the Ic at 18

th
 

Army HQ in Tilburg and then to follow the troops into Rotterdam via Breda. 
 They reached Rotterdam late in the evening (AOB, the Town Centre then still 
destroyed in heavy fires storms destroying buildings and houses, also my motherôs home in 
the Korte Hoogstraat); the next day began the search for secret documents of the Dutch Navy.  
Almost immediately they found mine charts and maps they examined the ñde-gaussingò 
apparatus fitted on ships caught in the port ï hitherto a matter of no little curiosity to I M 
Berlin ï tables of basic calculation employed in its fittings. 

 
 During his stay in Rotterdam, where he took up quarters in a RHINE STEAMER, 
Pheiffer received a visit from Admiral Canaris and Obst Piekenbrock, Chef I.  (AOB, please 
notice also: http://www.cdvandt.org/Canaris-KV-3-3-WT-transcripts-I-1940.pdf  first date on 
page 3 19.5.40) There had been no official reason for their call on him: they had merely been 
curious to see how he was getting on.  Canaris had also summoned him to a conference at the 
Hague to discuss the creation of Ast Holland (AOB, we might consider it took place on 19 
May 1940, see foregoing hyperlink) , but in order to allow the Kommando to keep pace with 
the swift advance of the Army, Conrad Anzinger and a driver had been attached to remain in 
the city, while Pheiffer and the rest pushed on, so that he was unable to attend (AOB, Canarisô 
and Piekenbrockôs meeting on 19 May in the Hague) 
 
 
 
 
 


